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Solidarity w ith  Re s istance of Adivas is  in 

Kas h ipur(India)

    * against th e  Bauxite  M ining and Alum ina 

Refinery venture  of Alcan- H indalco(UAIL). 

Since  19 9 3 th e  Adivas i and also Dalit 

com m unitie s  in th e  Kas h ipur region are  figh ting 

against th e  m ega industrial venture  of UAIL for 

Bauxite  m ining , Alum ina Refinery and 

connected to it a pow er generating factory. Th e  
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w h ole bureaucracy-adm inistration-governm ent-

police -judiciary-m edia are  for th e  corporations  

and against th e  adivas i people. For tw elve long 

years  th e  adivas i com m unitie s  block ed th is  m ega 

industrialis ing venture; th e  corporations  couldnt 

get control even over a piece  of land. Since  2004 

Decem ber th e  state  stepped up th e  proce s s  of 

m as s  repre s s ion and terror th rough  m ore  th an 800 

param ilitary force s . It is  in th is  period in 2005 

th at th e  corporations  w ere  for th e  first able to 

tak e  control of m ore  th an 300 h ectare s  of land 

w h ich  th ey h ave fenced off and levelled as  a 

preparation for th e  construction of th e  Alum ina 

refinery. It is  at th is  tim e  th at som e  of us  started a 

solidarity cam paign in Germ any. Th ere  are  m ore  

th an th irty place s  in Germ any w h e re  Alcan h as  

factorie s , office s  and s e rvice  centre s . Th e  sm all 

prote st actions  w e  m ade  on July 14(global action 

day) th is  year h elped m otivate th e  people in 

k as h ipur to m ak e  a direct action tw o w e e k s  back  

. Th is  is  just to say th at even if w e  dont really 

h urt Alcan h e re  in Europe atleast it give s  h eart to 

th e  re s isting adivas i com m unitie s  in Kas h ipur to 

continue  th e ir pow erful sustained re s istance in 

th e  face of alm ost im pos s ible odds . In France 

th e re  are  Alcan factorie s , office s  and s e rvice  

centre  at 64 place s  and also in m any place s  in 

Britain and re st of Europe . A european w ide  

cam paign w ould m ak e  m uch  m ore  s ens e  and 

im pact. Th is  w ould be  a concrete  w ay of 

solidarity against th e  global industrial State of 

Capital w h ich  at th e  sam e  tim e  concretely also 

confronts  th e  w ay life  is  organis ed h e re  and now  

and as  a w ay to solidaris ing in preventing 

genocide , de struction of nature  and oth er(adivas i) 

w ays  of life  w h o h ave m ore  connection to value s  

of egalitarianism  , fre edom  and living in nature  

and in peace  w h eth e r in india, brazil, ch ile , 

botsw ana or w h e rever else .

    *w w w .k as h ipur.info k uch aipadar@ yah oo.de  

g8 callout

.... and now  for som eth ing m ore  and com pletely 

different.

a global call w ritten at cam pins k i, August 2006

M any calls lik e  th is  h ave be en m ade  before  - for 

people to voice  th e ir prote sts  against an unjust, 

unfair, une q ual international system . Th e  G8 

sum m it repre s ents  just one  part of th is . M any 

h ave called for m obilisations  and h oped netw ork s  

w ould grow  on th e ir ow n. Alth ough  unsure  

w eth e r or not w e  h ave th e  righ t recipe , w e  w ill 

try to avoid m ak ing th e  sam e  m istak e . W e, th e  

international w ork ing group on re s istance against 

th e  next G8, are  just a group of people s itting in a 

field, w anting to ch ange th e  w orld.

W e call for people all over th e  w orld to join us  in 

expanding th e  bas is  for a strong and effective 

re s istance h e re  and now  against th e  G8 sum m it in 

H e iligendam m  in 2007 - and in th e  future  - 

against th e  entire  bloody capitalist circus .

Look ing beyond th is  m obilisation, w e  w ill m ak e  

th is  th e  next building block s  of a strong, 

continuous  global re s istance, draw ing strength  

from  our divers itie s . W e call for th e  creation of 

lasting netw ork s  s h aring and expanding 

discus s ions  and ideas  acros s  borders , w h ich  in th e  

future  w ill m ak e  it unnece s sary for us  to even 
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cons ider th em .

To m ak e  re s istance against th e  G8 as  effective as  

pos s ible w e  w is h  to facilitate th e  participation of 

people acros s  th e  w orld - in th e  preparations , 

s h aring th e ir experience  and in th e  actions  

th em s elves  - both  abroad and in Germ any.

Practically th is  m eans  s everal th ings : W e w ill 

publis h  a tw o-w ay new sletter - firstly to provide  

relevant new s  and inform ation about th e  

preparations  and discus s ions  in Germ any and 

abroad. In addition to th is , th e re  w ill be  an 

Englis h  language w ebs ite  and m ailinglist as  a 

forum  for com m unication betw e en th e  w ork ing 

group and activists , creating a strong 

international netw ork  in advance . To ach ieve 

th e s e  goals w e  call for you to contribute  w ith  

inform ation, experience s , is sue s , form s  of action, 

view s  and ideas  for practical re s istance . Also w e  

call for h elp w ith  translation and distribution of 

inform ation - th e  creation of a pool of translators  

to h elp m ak e  inform ation acce s s ible to 

everybody and volunteers  to h elp by printing and 

distributing th e  new sletter to th e ir local 

com m unitie s .

W e invite  everyone intere sted to get involved in 

th e  w ork ing group its elf. Especially w e  invite  

you to participate in th e  international m eeting in 

th e  first or s econd w e e k end of February. Th e  

location for th e  m e eting h as  not yet be en s elected 

but it w ill be  outs ide  of Germ any. Th e  m e eting 

w ill provide  a space  for everyone to get up to 

spe ed so w e  can all participate on an e q ual 

footing. To enable people to be  pre s ent both  at 

th e  upcom ing international planning m e eting and 

at th e  prote sts  in Germ any w e  w ill provide  real, 

up to date, practical inform ation about aq uiring 

visas  and travelling, and if pos s ible to h elp 

financing visas .

Th is  and m any oth er projects  of th e  w ork ing 

group w ill re q uire  funding, th e refore  w e  also call 

for all w h o are  able to h elp rais e  th e  funds  

ne eded.

W e w ill h elp m ak e  th e  proce s s  as  w ell as  th e  

actions  open as  w idely as  pos s ible, by 

coordinating and providing clear and relevant 

inform ation as  w ell as  eas ily acce s s ible w ays  of 

com m unicating.

W e w ant ch ange - not just for our ch ildren, but 

for ours elves .

W e call for you to join us  in m ak ing th is  

m obilisation yet anoth er stepping stone, anoth er 

nail in th e  coffin of international capitalism .

contact for th e  international w ork ing group: g8-

int@ ris eup.net international m obilisation 

m ailinglist: g8-int@ lists .ris eup.net germ an 

language m obilisation list: g8-

2007@ lists .ris eup.net w ebs ite s  w ith  info on g8 

m obilisation: h ttp://gipfelsoli.org 

h ttp://dis s entnetw ork .org h ttp://dis s ent.org.uk  

(dis s ent! uk )

Th e end of 
squatting in 
H olland? A call 
for action

Sq uatting in th e  Neth erlands  is  to be  banned. 

According to th e  m inister of H ous ing (am ongst 

oth ers), s q uatting is  ‘an old ideology th at doe s  

not fit in th e  pre s ent reality’. If m utual h elp and 

re s istance do not fit, th en m aybe  th e  pre s ent 

reality ne eds  to be  bent? Th ere  are  e igh t m illion 

s q uare  m etre s  of em pty office  buildings  in th e  

Neth erlands , and in Am sterdam  alone, som e  tw o 
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h undred th ousand people are  look ing for a place . 

In th e  inner citie s , it is  becom ing im pos s ible to 

find a h ous e  th at m ost people can afford.

    * O ur repre s entative political partie s  w ant to 

m ak e  m ore  us e  of tem porary h ous ing contracts  to 

com bat em ptine s s  of buildings . Th e s e  contracts  

are  a ve h icle for stripping renters  of th e  m ode st 

h ous ing righ ts  th at th ey did h ave until now . Th ey 

explicitly exclude people from  bare  e s s entials 

such  as  a legal h ous e  peace  and include th e  

pos s ibility of be ing dum ped on th e  stre ets , 

som etim e s  w ith in a day, w ith out any reasons  

given. Th e s e  tem porary contracts  are  a direct 

re sult of th e  governm ents  struggle against 

s q uatting. People placed in em pty place s  w ith  

h ardly any righ ts  are  also called ‘s q uat guards’ or 

‘antis q uat’. W h en w e  are  speak ing of s q uatting, it 

is  us eful to k e ep an eye  on th e  righ ts  of renters . 

Sq uatting, for m any, is  not a goal but a m eans , 

th e  goal be ing to live and h ave a roof. But clearly 

not in th e  righ tles s  pos ition of som eone  on a 

tem porary h ous ing contract. Becaus e  th ey are  

denied th e  righ ts  of an ow ner, a regular renter 

and even of a s q uatter, antis q uat doe s  not just 

place a negative pre s sure  on s q uatters , but also 

on th e  righ ts  of renters . Antis q uat could also be  

called antirent. Th e  Dutch  political partie s  w ant 

to s e e  an end to s q uatting. Th e  ‘righ t w ing’ w ants  

to end it righ t now , th e  ‘left w ing’ s e e s  s q uatting 

as  a trans itory s ituation, to com e to an end in th e  

brigh t future  th at w ill com e naturally w h en 

m ark et and governm ent h ave be en allow ed to do 

th e ir good w ork . If th ey succe ed, s q uatting w ill 

in h inds igh t h ave be en us ed as  a crow bar to break  

open th e  low er regions  of th e  h ous ing m ark et. In 

th e  current parliam entary bill th at w as  adopted as  

a bas is  for subduing s q uatting, th e  practis e  of 

s q uatting is  cons idered ‘a grave incurs ion on 

ow ners h ip righ ts’. Let’s  agre e  w ith  th e  m inister 

on th at point. Th e  dam aging of ow ners h ip righ ts  

and th e  current econom ic divis ion m igh t, at least 

in a political s ens e , be  s e en as  our core  bus ine s s . 

International solidarity actions  can support th e  

figh t to m aintain our righ t for a radical prote st 

against h ous ing injustice .

Pleas e  k e ep us  inform ed on 

k rak engaatdoor@ sq uat.net

Movin' Europe -  
From  one caravan, th ousands
In th e ir 6th  Declaration th e  Z apatistas  declare  

th at th ey are  going to join togeth e r w ith  

re s istance struggles  in M exico and th e  World 

against neo-liberalism  and for h um anity. Th ey 

w ill do th is  by exch anging w ith  m utual re spect 

th e ir experience s , h istorie s , ideas  and practice  of 

dem ocracy, liberty and justice . To do th is  th ey are  

going to s e e k  th os e  th at w ant to organis e , 

struggle and build 'anoth er politics ' from  th e  

gras s roots . Th is  new  w ay of m oving forw ard, 

leaving traditional party politics  be h ind is  w h at 

th ey h ave called th e  O th er Cam paign.

Europe is  not M exico and so w e  cant s im ply 

adopt th e  O th er Cam paign but rath er h ave to find 

our ow n w ay to develop th e  struggle against neo-

liberalism  and for h um anity th at is  relevant to our 

context.

To m ak e  our struggle stronger and m ore  effective 

w e  ne ed to m ove beyond th e  traditional w ay of 

revolving around an ideology developed by a 

few , but rath er fascilitate dialogue betw e en 

people to find th e ir ow n solutions . Th is  m eans  

th at to h ave a global m ovem ent of re s istance it is  

nece s sary first to understand, s h are  and w ork  in 

th e  local struggle, to k now  h ow  w om en and m en 

are  affected by Capitalism  and h ow  th ey are  

organis ing to re s ist th e s e  effects . W e w ant to 

s h ow  a Europe w h e re  people are  re s isting 

Capitalism  everyw h ere  in both  politicis ed and 

unpoliticis ed struggles  and th at to get rid of 

Capitalism  its elf w e  ne ed to connect all th e s e  

struggles  togeth e r. Th e  caravan, 'M ovin Europe', 

is  a practical tool for everyone w h o believe s  in 

th is  concept to h ave a w ay to form  th e s e  

connections  h orizontally. It w ill tak e  place 

betw e en april and s eptem ber 2007 (th e  w arm  

period in europe), it is  not a m obilisation for th e  

G8 sum m it but rath er a m obilisation of m inds , 
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bodie s  and h earts  before , during and after th e  G8.

Th e  caravan its elf is  th e  s econd stage of th e  

proce s s . Th e  first stage  is  starting a dialogue w ith  

local groups  and local struggles  outs ide  of our 

usual activist structure s . Th is  w ill h elp us  s e e  th at 

th e re  are  m any people from  different 

back grounds  struggling everyday against th e  

effects  of capitalism  and s e e  th e  reasons  th at 

m otivate people to say NO ! W e h ave to tak e  th e  

repons ibility to go back  to our ne igh bourh ood to 

k now  better th e  struggles  w e  h ave around us; 

saving a local park , preventing th e  builiding of a 

road, anti-nuclear cam paigns , struggles  against 

th e  politics  of im m igration, w ork e rs  struggles , 

environm ental cam paigns , m ovem ents  against 

th e  privatisation of education, h ealth , transport 

etc. To connect w ith  th e s e  local struggles  w ill be  

th e  bas is  of h ow  w e  can link  struggles  from  all 

over Europe to s e e  w h at oth ers ' live s  and 

struggles  are  lik e , w h at th e ir th ough ts  about th e  

w orld are  and realis ing th e  com m on caus e  

betw e en th e  struggles .

Th e  traditional idea of an activist caravan is  a 

s ingle group of activists  travelling around 

vis iting social centre s  and various  cam paigns . 

Th is  caravan is  different in th at it is  m ore  of a 

caravan netw ork  th at not only connects  activists  

but create s  perm anent link s  betw e en s im ilar or 

related local struggles . Th is  m eans  th at th e  

activists ' role is  largely th at of a facilitator to 

create  ongoing connections  betw e en people 

saying NO ! Th e  vis ion is  to h ave m any different 

caravans  connecting m any different 

people/groups . Th e  caravans  w ould com e 

togeth e r at 'stations ' w h ich  w ould be  autonom ous  

space s , social centre s  etc th at h ave th e  ability to 

h ost people. Th e s e  stations  w ould be  a place to 

s h are  experience s , find out w h at th e  different 

caravans  h ave be en doing, w h at link s  h ave be en 

m ade , h ave w ork s h ops  and discus s  practical steps  

to m ove forw ard.

Th e  caravan w ill also try to s h are  culture  and 

develop art &  creativity as  w e  us e  culture  to 

s h ape  our politics  and politics  to s h ape  our live s .

Th e  planning of th e  caravan w ill h appen partly 

th rough  th e  w ebs ite  (w w w .vis ion07.net) w h ich  

w ill h ave an interactive m ap of europe . Th is  w ill 

h igh ligh t th e  different local struggles , 

autonoum ous  space s , groups  and collective s  

involved in re s istance and th e  connections  

already m ade  w ith  oth er struggles  around th e  

w orld.

Practical Steps  to get involved:

*   Get involved and create  a dialogue w ith  struggles  

in your area. 

*   Send inform ation of your local struggles , 

autonom ous  space s , groups ,

      collective s , and exis itng netw ork s  to oth er groups

*   Around th e  w orld to m apofgroups@ m ovim ents .net 

*   Vis it w w w .vis ion07.net and register as  a us e r to 

add content,

         initiate  discus s ion, post and read new s , propos e  

ideas , find

*   Related struggles  and groups  and h elp develop th e  

caravan. 

*   Prepare  to both  be  a caravan and h ost/invite  oth er 

caravans .  

*  Spread th e  idea, m e et w ith  oth er intere sted people 

and s e e  h ow  you can join in 

       and develop th e  idea.

PGA Europe an Confe re nce  2006
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Racism  and clas s ism  in th e  anti-auth oritarian 

activist scene s

Th is  is  th e  report of th e  first w ork s h op 

concerning racism  th at h as  tak en place in th e  

decentralized part of th e  PGA in Lyon. Th e  goal 

w as  to understand w h y th e  people concerned by 

racism , m igrants , often of w ork ing clas s  and 

precarious , w h o h ave not h ad or h ad little acce s s  

to education and to inform ation are  m inoritarian 

in th e  anti-auth oritarian m ovem ent. Th e  people 

of color w ere  yet a m inority; as  m uch  as  in th is  

w ork s h op as  w ell as  in th e  general gath ering in 

Lyon. About 25 people participated in th is  

w ork s h op. After discus s ions  in sm aller groups  (3 

groups), th e  ideas  th at cam e out of each  group 

w ere  s h ared w ith  everybody. In th e  first place; 

people w ere  as k ed to discus s  betw e en th em  

about th e ir link s  w ith  groups  or m ovem ents  

directly concerned w ith  racism  or m igration. 

Th is  part w ill not be  treated h e re . Each  group 

be ing com pos ed by people of different 

back grounds , th ey re sulted in different 

s ens ibilitie s  tow ards  is sue s  on colonial h istory; 

of clas s e; etc. and som e  is sue s  w ere  country 

specific. But som e  im pre s s ions  still s e em ed to 

converge  on a few  points  (ex.. clos edne s s  of th e  

activist scene s  of w h ite  and W e stern m ajority).

Que stion 1: W h y are  th e  people concerned by 

racism  under-repre s ented in th e  circles  of th e  anti-

auth oritarian m ovem ents  w h en instead th ey are  

th e  m ajority in th e  gh ettos  and th at th ey lead th e  

global anticapitalist struggles?

Groupe 1 *tw o w om en of algerien origin w ere  

pre s ent in th is  group Algeria, Germ any, France ...

In certain scene s  and in th e  culture  of fem inist 

literature , th e re  is  not enough  q ue stioning of th e  

repre s entations  on s exism  in th e  countrie s  th at 

h ave be en colonis ed.

Certain attitude s  of latent racism  th at h urt a lot.

H istorical reason –  ex. w h ile fem inism  w zs  

em erging (70's  –  80's), th e  im m igrant w om en h ad 

oth er crucial preoccupations  and fem inism  h ad 

not arrived all th e  w ay to th e  bidonvilles  and in 

th e  H LM  ne igh borh oods  (low cost social h ous ing).

Th e  fem inism  in France also h as  a rath er 

intellectual and bourgeois  h istory; th us  certain 

w om en did not fe el concerned or w elcom e

Th e  com m unity is  clos ed apon its elf.

Th e  q ue stion in its elf w as  put to q ue stion : W h y 

“repre s ent”?!

    * Th e  notion of “repre s entation” w as  put to 

q ue stion by people w h o originally cam e from  th e  

form er French  colonie s ... 

In th e  sam e  m anner, it w as  criticized th at it w as  

nece s sary to define  w h at racism  is .

Culture  of s ilence : th e  oppre s s ed and th e ir 

de scendants  h ave learnt to stay s ilent -->  

dificulty to speak  out and difficulty to listen to 

th is  voice .

Groupe 2 *one persone  of color (w om an) 
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Sw itzerland, Sw eden, France, Uk raina, Germ any...

M igrants  h ave prioritary problem s  th at are  different.

Pos s ible difficultie s  : language difference s  different cultural back grounds  different clas s  of origin 

different w ays  of organizing

Pow er relations  m ak e  it difficult to develope friends h ip.

Com plexity : inters ection of different type s  of oppre s s ions  (ex. racism , s exism , h eteros exism , clas s  

oppre s s ion, etc...) in th e  relations h ips .

Th ere 's  a tendency to s elfcensors h ip in th e  people w h o are  targeted by racism .

    *-->  it is  also nece s sary to create  space s  on our ow n and not to w ait for oth ers  to m ak e  th em . 

Logic of tim e  and urgency m ak e  it difficult to cover th e s e  is sue s  in an explicit m anner.

Th ere 's  th e  tendency to exoticis e  th e  “O th er” and to trap h e r/h im  in stereotype s  (pos itive or negative).

O ften a paternalistic attitude  is  adopted tow ards  people as  if w e  k new  “better th an th em ” (education) yet 

at th e  sam e  tim e , people w h o h ave le s s  m eans  of pow er tend to count on th os e  w h o h ave m ore  m eans  of 

action...

Lack  of de s ire/effort to confront th e s e  is sue s  (ex. w h itene s s) in th e  activist scene s .

People don't m ix –  ex. w e  m ay invite  people to m e etings  but w e  do not becom e friends  w ith  th em

    * Th e  affinity bas ed logic can be  excluding 

Not enough  space  is  given to discus s  about th e s e  is sue s

Too local perspective –  eth nnocentrism  (activist culture)

W e stay in a logic of give in tak e  –  h ie rarch y, lack  of objective e q uality and pow er relations  (of w h ich  w e  

do not becom e conscious).

Ignorance on th e  s ituation of th e  oth er –  th e  action of a person is  very lim ited according to h is/h e r 

conditions  and pos ition/status .

Lack  of pre s ence/vis ibility of people w ith  s im ilar conditions  –  dis suas if/discouraging

Selfcensors h ip on one  h and and reluctance to talk  about one 's  ow n h istory and th at of one 's  fam ily and/or 

country and its  im plication in th e  past/pre s ent politics  (not to pos ition one s elf –  and w e  tend to as k  th e  

oth ers  to pos ition th em s elves).

Groupe 3 dtw o people of color (w om en) Bulgaria, Australia, France, England...
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- Situation in Bulgaria w h e re  th e re  are  m any Rom s  in com m unitie s  th at are  q uite  clos ed and not 

conscious  enough  of th e  m ode s  of anti-auth oritarian s elf-organisation. Th e  Turk is h  com m unity distrusts  

th e  Bulgarians  becaus e  of racist discrim inations . No trust, difficult to m ak e  connections . Segregation of 

th e  Turk is h  population. not m uch  m ixing, difficultie s  to m ak e  exch ange s . Th e  fact th at th e re  be  so m uch  

racism  doe sn't give th e  de s ire  to create  tie s  w ith  individuals w h o are  difficult to distinguis h  from  th e  

oppre s sors .

In Australia, th e  Ch ine s  im m igrants , Koreans , Vietnam e s e  do not ive st th em s elves  in anticapitalist groups . 

In th e  activist circles , difficult to create  tie s  w ith  youth  of As ian origin w h o are  th e  object of 

discrim ination.

In France, th e  sam e  k ind of patterns  w h en you arrive in a place w h e re  you are  discrim inated th ey tell you 

to scram . M entality integrated in th e  first generation. But th ere  are  m any people of color s ince  a long tim e  

so th is  doe sn't explain anyth ing.

W h en one  is  non-w h ite , culturally poor; it is  very difficult to integrate one s elf culturally; it's  very difficult 

to integrate one s elf to th e  anarch ist, fem inist and left scene s . 3 th ings  are  recognized : to be  w h ite , to be  

rich , to be  educated (k now  h ow  to speak  w ell...). O th erw is e  you are  not accepted. O ne  m ust proove 

one s elf; be  in th e  sam e  identity code s .

A person concerned by racism e  explained th at w h en 

s h e  w ent to th e  G8 for th e  first tim e  it rem inded h e r 

of th e  first tim e  s h e  w ent to a le sbian club, w h e re  at 

th e  entrance s h e  w as  told “th is  is  a gay club” and 

refus ed to let h e r in. Th e  sam e  s ensation at th e  G8 

w h ere  s h e  s e em ed to read in th e  eye s  of th e  people 

“w h at th e  h ell are  you doing h e re?” W h en w e  

organis e  direct actions  it is  nece s sary to fe el at eas e . 

H ow  to arrive to th is  level of s elf-confidence  if th e  

w h ite  group is  clos ed; th at w e  fe el th at th e  people 

are  scared of fore igners , of th e  people th ey do not 

k now ? H ow  to ch ange th e  w orld if w e  cannot 

ch ange th e s e  local problem s?

Th e w ords  ch ange :w e  say m inority for people w h o 

are  th e  m ajority. W h at ch ange s  :th e re  w ill be  people 

w h o h ave pow er, m oney outs ide  of w h ite  people. 

Th e  actions , anti-w h ite  m ovem ents  ch ange th e  

s ituation and th e  w ay th e s e  is sue s  are  s e en. To 

return th e  oppre s s ion. W e speak  of anti-w h ite  

racism e , w h ite  people are  scared. Before  th e  people 

of color s ent back  th e  violence to th e ir 

com m unitie s , now  return to th e  w h ite  oppre s sor.
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If your parents  give you m oney, you're  not obliged to w ork , it's  eas ie r to inve st yours elf in th e  anarch ist 

scene  as  oppos ed to if you w ork  or if you h ave fam ily in your ch arge s .

Cultural obstacles : It's  a long tim e  th at th is  is  q ue stioned but it isn't w ork ing. Clas s  problem s : it's  difficult 

to say th at w e  don't understand th e  book s  on th eory, elitism . Th e  language us ed is  academ ic, tough . If you 

grew  up in a proletarian context and you're  not an activist, you don't h ave th e  political culture  th at is  

ne eded, and th at you don't understand, w h en you don't understand it is  m ade  understood th at you are  

stupid. In th e  w h ite  m iddle clas s  one  can be  s exist, h om oph obic, w ith out political reflection but you h ave 

acce s s  to certain m eans  th at w h en you com e from  w ork ing clas s e s , and you or/and your fam ily doe sn't 

speak  th e  local language; or th at you don't h ave th e s e  bas e s , nor encouagem ent to reading...

Th ere 's  also from  th e  exterior, th e re  are  perceptions  of anarch ists  as  people w h o are  “lazy” and w h o do 

not contribute  to a m ore  larger com m unity.

Th e  people w h o are  im plied in th e  daily struggles  don't h ave th e  “privilege” of th e  anarch ist life style

Th e  problem  of anarch ist “culture”

Que stion 2: W h os e  re spons iblility is  it to increas e  th e  participation of th e  people concerned directly by 

racism  in th e s e  scene s? (w h ich  m eans?)

Groupe 1

- Cultural h egem ony: th e  experience  to h ave lived as  a fore igner and unw elcom e allow s  to understand a 

few  th ings .

Groupe 2

Deconstruct on different levels personal h istorical interpersonal (speak  and s h are)

Facilitate th e  creation of netw ork , m ak e  inform ation circulate outs ide  of th e  clos ed circles  and vice -versa.

PGA Europe an Confe re nce  2006



p a g e 13

Lyon

A practical exam ple to s ens ibilis e  people on th e s e  is sue s  : distribute  th ings  lik e  broch ure s -q ue stionarie s  

(th at exist) to m easure  one 's  ow n internalized racism , h om oph obia, s exism , h eteros exism

M eet and speak  directly w ith  th e  people w h o are  concerned

M ak e  explicite  and vis ibilis e  th e  im plicite  rules  and structure s; organisation/h ow  th ings  w ork  in th e  scene s

Include and w elcom e specific groups  (ex. w rite  in th e  flyer th at people w ith out papers  are  very w elcom e)

Create  space s

Tto becom e conscious  of pow er dynam ics

Groupe 3

Link  w ith  local struggles  –  not to w ait for people of color to “com e tow ards  us ”

Th e  activists  s h ould be  conscious  of th e ir “safety” strategie s  of th e  group de  com m ent leur stratégie s  de  

“protection” du groupe (ex. not w ork ing w ith  people w e  don't k now  w h en planning direct action).

Allow  people to learn in th e ir ow n tim e/rh yth m .

Th e  intellectual/academ ic understanding fo th e  th éorie  s e em s  to be  valued m ore  th an anyth ing w h ich  

exclude s  for exam ple th e  w ork ing clas s

..............................................................................;

A few  note s  :

O ne  of th e  difficultie s  of th e s e  discus s ions  is  th at th e  people w h o intervened did not h ave th e  sam e  

relations h ip to th is  and oppre s s ion and th at th is  is  not m ade  explicite .

M aybe  w e  didn't underline  enough  th e  q tie stion concerning th e  confrontation to one 's  ow n internalized 

racism  de  s e  confronter.

Affinity-bas ed netw ork s  are  problem atical.

Lack  of connection w ith  oth er m ovem ents .

M eeting of Evaluation
Th e general evaluation of th e  pga m e eting in Lyon h as  be en prepared and w e  discus ed in th re e  little 

groups  of betw e en five and e igh t persons  during one  h our and a h alf. It w as  super intere sting, m uch  m ore  

th an th is  fe edback !

Th re e  axe s  h as  be en defined, w ith  th re e  underpoints  for each : * W h at do you th ink  about th e  organisation 

of th e  m e eting?
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    * -th e  repartition of th e  tas k s? -th e  as s em blee s  of th e  m orning? -decis ions  m ak ing? 

* W h at do you th ink  about th em atics  w ork s h ops?

    * - to w h ich  w ork s h ops  did you participate? - did you organize  som e  w ork s h ops? - are  th ey one  or 

m ore  topics/activitie s  th at w e  didn't discus s/do and th at you w ould lik e  to discus s/do? 

* W h at do you th ink  about relations  betw e en people?

    * - did you m et "new " people? -w h at do you th ink  about th e  ath m osph e re? - w h at do you th ink  about 

th e  place? 

And som e  oth er q ue stions : * W ere  you intere sted by th e  pga? * W h at did you th ink  about th e  role of th e  

organis e rs?

Th e  organis e rs  of th e  discus s ion precis ed th at all contradictions  are  w ellcom e, and no cons ensus  expected.

Note : = m eans  propos ition
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FIRST PO INT : O RGANISATION - good 

q uality of s elf-m anagem ent - it's  a pity for th e  

latene s s :

    * = put clock s  in all room s  = be ing m ore  

punctual for th e  m eals = im prove plannings  and 

plans  of th e  place = s h orter w ork s h ops  w ith  

m ore  paus e s  (also for m ore  inform al m om ents  

betw e en th e  w ork s h ops) = w ork s h ops  of tw o 

h ours  are  too s h ort (th at's  w h y w e  alw ays  finis h  

in late) = difficultie s  of conviviality (becaus e  of 

th e  big s ize) = better th an usually but not enough  

collective = re exam ine  th e  link  m eal/w as h ing 

dis h e s  = re exam ine  th e  length  of reception 

perm anence  (4 h ours  is  too long) = plan m ore  

persons  for th e  m eal (1 person for 10)

    * -very cool and k indly for ill persons

    * - very very very good preparation of th e  

place - convivial place de spite  th e  big s ize  of th e  

place -cool organisation in th e  m iddle of th e  10 

days  ( little com plex to put in place at th e  

beginning, w avering in th e  end) 

- difficultie s  for th e  people to get out th e ir usual 

context (e ith e r for th e  vis itors  th an for th e  

organis e rs) -le s s  of spontane ity for th e  vis itors  to 

tak e  tas k s  in ch arge  - collective tas k s  not enough  

turning -problem s  w ith  translation

    * = organis e  a translation team  

- problem  w ith  th e  buffet - lack  of realism  in th e  

planning -problem  of different rh yth m s  of life  : 

propos ition of a perm anent buffet

SECOND PO INT : TH E W ORKSH OPS

- Too m uch  topics  (le s s  th an 4), dispers ion, 

difficulty of organisation -lack  of cool w ork ing - 

lack  of answ ers , solutions  and actions  (x3) - 

rh yth m  th at w as  too dens e/too s h ort tim e  periods

    * = one  th em e/day, first gath er in sm aller 

groups  and th en getting togeth e r at th e  end of th e  

day 

- getting out of th e  place w asn't obvious  - 

French -speak ing dom ination (h ard tim e  at th e  

end of th e  w ork s h ops  for translations) - th e  

q ue stion of pas s ing to a m ixed group (of gender) 

after a m ixed group (becaus e  of lack  of tim e  and 

different experience s  lived) - non-m ixed 

infopoint/clarification of bas ic term s  concerning 

fem inist is sue s

    * = propos ition of a m e eting in Lyon by a 

friend from  Strasbourg for th is  

- stigm atisation / h etero-bi m en /w om en, gay, 

le sbian, trans , bi (but in general th ings  w ere  

really cool x2) = m ak e  an infopoint for Dijon, a 

pannel and m ak e  a fem inisto'q ue er m e eting 

W edne sday nigh t in Dijon (in order to exch ange 

im pre s s ions) -satisfactions  and unsatisfactions  / 

w ork s h ops  (deceptions  and enth us iasm ) - sm all 

groups  w ork ed better (anti-racism  and le sbian 

s exuality) / people w ere  m ore  at eas e  to speak  -

isolation / lack  of trans  and gay vis ibility 

(com m unication) - w ork s h ops  concerning th e  

inform ation society and control w ere  very few  

(connected to th e  num ber of people, laps e  of 

tim e , com m unication +  everyth ing be ing spread 

out w ith  th e  decentralisation, th e  th em e  w as  also 

too large) - th e  link  betw e en is sue s  on 

gender/s exism  and "race"/racism  s e em ed to be  

clearer - in general people th ough t to h ave h ad 

pos itive and enrich ing exch ange s  and 

re s sourcing - lack  of vis ibility of th e  PGA to th e  

exterior, dem onstrations  - som e  pos itive 

fe edback  from  concerning th e  w ork s h ops  on 

"m en against patriarch y'/m asculine  construction 

" -very good exch ange concerning practical 

k now ledge (sam ba, w elding, m as sage , s ilk  

scre ening...) - concerning th e  contents  of th e  

w ork s h ops  :

    * too m uch  divis ion betw e en 

intellectual/practical/organisational tas k s  

pos itive atm osph e re  in w ork s h ops  w ith  practical 

activitie s  / attention tow ards  oth ers  

- propos itions  of m ore  w ork s h ops  concerning th e  

body in th e  m orning

anti-racism  and m igration politics  focus

    * - dis satisfaction / form  of w ork s h ops  

(problem s  concerning m oderation, translation, 

link ed to divers ity of opinion) - dis satisfaction 

and regret becaus e  th e  first w ork s h ops  on 

"internalis ed" racism  gath ered only few  people, 
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and e specially very few  m en, w h ich  speak s  of a 

certain lack  of intere st for th is  th em e  and of an 

unw illingne s s  to reflect on it - th e  final dynam ic 

w as  pos itive and m anaged to m ak e  up for th e  

ch aotic and badly follow ed beginning for th e  

people directly concerned by racism  finally 

could get togeth e r and create  a space  for spe ech  

and exch ange of im pre s s ions  - th is  w ill to 

becom e conscious  of "internalis ed racism " 

(involuntary and unconscious) is  m ak ing its  w ay -

 a project is  in proce s s , w ith  a first m e eting, 

w h ich  is  th e  starting point of a longer and w ider 

proce s s  of reflections  on racism , and particularly 

integrated racism  (oth ers  m e etings  m ore  open 

and w ith  m ore  k ind of activitie s  are  to build)

          o -th is  first step w ill h appen in novem ber 

in little groups  and if pos s ible, w ith  a m ajority of 

people w h o are  directly targeted by racism , w ith  

"non m ixed" w ork s h ops  of "racialized" people ( 

ch aracteris ed by m igration and colonial h eritage  

"m ark s").

                +  -w e 'll w ork  in "non m ixed" groups  

and, th en, in m ixed groups  to understand better 

th e  m ech anism s  of racism , also am ongst our 

m ilitant netw ork . 

O ut of th e s e  discus s ions , w e  could also plan to 

w rite  a leaflet w ith  us eful texts  for aw arene s s -

rais ing and collecting strategie s  to face racism  in 

everyday life .

    * TH IRD PO INT: M EETINGS AND 

RELATIONSH IPS 

Globally, th e s e  m e etings  h ave be en w arm , nice  

and even great! Th e  few  conflicts  h ave be en 

cons idered, on one  h and as  a s ign of intens e  and 

succe s sful m eeting and on th e  oth er h and as  a 

w ay to pacify superficially th e  relations ( 

difficultie s  to m ak e  th e  conflicts  em erge , bearers  

of com m unication and enh ancer of dom ination's  

relations) - Nuance s  in "no conflicts" : som e  

people noticed a com petition for radicality or 

purism . -Th e  w ork s h ops  h ave be en place s  for 

w arm  m e etings  and e specially th e  practical 

w ork s h ops  (s elf defence  for th e  

dem onstrations ...) -Som e regrets  for th e  lack  of 

inform al m om ents  (to h ave som e  re st, or to be  

available to th e  oth ers ...) betw e en th e  w ork s h ops . 

Inform al discus s ions  on LGBT, racism  and 

m igration policie s  w ere  really intere sting.

"Eth norootscentrism " atm osph e re , validism : -

Som e people left becaus e  th e  place rem inded 

th em  of experienced s ituation of extrem e  

precarity. -O th er left for m edical reasons , 

individual m alais e . -W e notice  also th e  q uas i 

abs ence  of elder people (m ost of th e  people w ere  

betw e en 25 and 35),som e  felt a bit lonely. -W e 

regret also th e  abs ence  of vis ibility of 

pos s ibilitie s  to be  h osted in a flat , m ore  

confortable place s ... -Th ere  w ere  also really few  

people w h o are  targeted by racism  or from  

suburbs ( racism  of m ilitant netw ork s?) -

Difficultie s  to connect people from  PGA and 

people from  La Frich e  ( due  to a lack  of com m on 

inform ation, com m unication or lack  of tim e?): 

just a few  discus s ions  and also interjections  about 

non-m ixity... Som eone  also pointed at th e  s exism  

of som e  inh abitants  of La Frich e . -Th e  

fem inist/gender/q ue er topic s e em s  to provok e  a 

ch ange in th e  atm osph e re : le s s  s exism  th an usual, 

a better s h aring of tas k s  (Th e  collective life  is  

better organis ed th an usual)

-Th e  STAM P team : -Som e people regreted a lack  

of tim e  and energy to participate to m ore  

w ork s h ops  ( Im portance of logistic and m aterial 

q ue stions) or to h ave som e  re st. Globally th ey 

find it norm al according to th e ir organis e rs  status  

but it w as  a lot of w ork  anyw ay! -Som e vis itors  

regreted th e  lack  of vis ibility of th e  w h ole 

proce s s . De s ire  for m ore  vis ibility of th e  Stam p 

and pga proce s s  in Dijon,

Big th ank s  to th e  organis e rs  for th e  installation 

and preparation of th e  place, and for organis ing 

th e  w ork s h ops  and th e  m e etings ...!
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Punk  cook ing

..and one  day th e re  w as  punk rock  cook ing. in th is  nice  tras h y 

k itch en in La Frich e , Lyon, France, O ccident. and th e re  w as  

punk  and be er and tofu and a lot of vegetables  and soy sauce  

and really nice  people, but not enough  big k nive s  i th ink . 

h ow ever, everybody h ad fun and th e  food w as  tasty and s e rved 

q uite  in tim e . th is  cook ing w as  really good for m y m ood, th ank s  

to cl. w h o h ad th e  idea. and th ank s  to th e  person w h o m ade  th e  

guacam ole - it w as  so fuck ing good! m om ents  lik e  th is  w ere  

rare  at th e  pgaconference  becaus e  everybody h ad to do a lot of 

th ings  all th e  tim e .. so th ank s  for th at.
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DIGITAL STRUGGLES
Indym edia is  dead

In th e  Digital Struggles  discus s ions  of th e  

conference  w e  h ad a ch ance to evaluate th e  

status  of th e  Indym edia project from  a broader 

h istorical perspective . In th e  beginning 

Indym edia m anaged to bring som eth ing 

revolutionary to th e  alternative m edia scene  w ith  

th e  tech nical feature  of _ open publis h ing_  and 

th e  social feature  of a m ore  _ clos ely-k nit global 

netw ork _  of alternative m edia producers , 

advocators , distributors  and tech ie s . In term s  of 

content, it w as  built around th e  concept of 

carrying new s  by activists , for activists , about 

activists . Bas ically it m anaged to overw rite  

m ainstream  m edia for m ost activists . W ith  tim e  it 

becam e very popular and h as  evolved into th e  

stronge st _ brand nam e_  in th e  radical m ovem ent. 

By now  it is  a gras s roots  succe s s  story. 

Indym edia activists  are  w riting its  h istory. In 

fact, it is  h istory, it just live s  on in an anim ated 

state  as  projects  tend to do in our 

postm odern/postm ortem  w orld.

H ow ever, a collaborative w eblog w as  

progre s s ive and effective in 19 9 9  but lost its  

novelty w ith  th e  ris e  of th e  globos h pere  and th e  

invention of tools lik e  tagging, RSS fe eds  and 

social netw ork ing s e rvice s . Th e  focus  on 

repre s s ion reports  and action new s  th at is  central 

to th e  Indym edia vis ion is  still vital for th e  

internal and external com m unication of th e  

m ovem ent, but becam e boring to a lot of readers  

and m edia m ak ers . Th e  concept of Indym edia as  

a s e rvice  to th e  m ovem ent also h as  its  

dow ns ide s . O n th e  one  h and, som etim e s  th e  

specialisation of Indym edia activists  is  

problem atic w h en th ey only s h ow  up to 

docum ent an action and disappear afterw ards  in 

th e  sam e  w ay as  th e  journalists  of m ainstream  

m edia. O n th e  oth er h and, som etim e s  th e  

specialisation of Indym edia activists  is  

problem atic w h en contributors  treat th em  as  a 

s e rvice  in th e  capitalist s ens e  of th e  w ord, 

publis h ing articles  k now ing th at th e re  is  an 

editorial team  to deal w ith  th e  m oderation of 

com m ents  and th e  correction of typos  and th e  

organisation of inform ation. During great events  

lik e  anti-G8 sum m its  Indym edia activists  are  

glad to w ork  togeth e r w ith  th e  organis e rs , often 

in dangerous  s ituations , to cover th e  event. 

During th e  CPE m ovem ent in th e  Spring in 

France th ey w ere  glad to los e  sleep and edit th e  

h astily updated new sw ire  item s . H ow ever, during 

norm al operation th ey are  som ew h at tired of 

"cleaning up after people".

All in all, th ere  w as  som e  general understanding 

about Indym edia not be ing th e  progre s s ive and 

intere sting project th at it once w as . H ow ever, 

th e re  w as  a s ens e  of h aving to sustain th e  

netw ork  becaus e  it is  still an infrastructure  of 

vital im portance for th e  m ovem ent. M oreover, 

new  directions  h ave be en sugge sted by various  

partie s . In general, th e re  are  tw o areas  to 

discover. O nce, th e  next w ave th at ch anged th e  

Internet after th e  advent of blogs  h as  be en social 

netw ork ing softw are , w h ich  m ak e s  a lot of s ens e  

for activist. Actually, it m ak e s  m ore  s ens e  to 

activists : th ey don't just talk , but th ey w ant to 

organis e  and act in th e  real w orld as  w ell. A 

social netw ork ing tool th at appreciate s  th e  fact 

th at activists  organis e  in collective s  and affinity 

groups  could greatly em pow er th e  m ovem ent.

Tw ice , w h ile th e  end of th e  tw entieth  century 

w as  about th e  fre edom  of inform ation w h ich  

Indym edia translated to open publis h ing and 

public w ebs ite , th e  beginning of th e  tw enty first 

century is  about control and cryptograph y. W ith  

th e  recent w ave of s e rver s e izure s  w h ich  w ent 

h and-in-h and w ith  crack dow ns  on s q uats  radical 

activists  began to appreciate  privacy. Collecting 

th e  list of autonom ous  space s  taugh t m e  th at 

th e re  is  a great deal of content w h ich  anarch ist 

organis e rs  w ould lik e  to acce s s  but w ouldn't lik e  

to publis h . In th is  ligh t an inform ation 

infrastructure  w h ich  s e rve s  content only to 

trusted pe ers  definitely m ak e s  s ens e . Law s  are  

ch anging rapidly, e specially in Europe, so th at 

providing cryptograph ic com m unication 

ch annels is  slow ly becom ing illegal. Th erefore , 

w e  ne ed m ore  soph isticated tools to route around 
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th e  surve illance tech niq ue s  of th e  auth oritie s  and 

th e  data retention law s  of goverm ents . At th e  

end, w e  m igh t even ne ed to re sort to dropping 

th e  concept of s e rvers  and us e  pe er-to-pe er data 

s h aring platform s .

W h at Indym edia activists  can do to e scape  th e  

zom bie  state  of th e ir project and once again 

provide  us eful and innovative s e rvice s  to th e  

m ovem ent? O n th e  one  h and, it is  certain th at 

Indym edia s h ould not be  a s e rie s  of w ebs ite s , but 

rath er an electronic platform  w h e re  people can 

create  w h ole inform ation structure s  w ith  

w ebs ite s , m ailing lists  and ch at ch annels instead 

of m ere  articles . O n th e  oth er h and, it h as  to 

provide  an easy-to-us e  but exceptionally s ecure  

com m unication ch annel, pos s ibly outs ide  of th e  

World W ide  W eb, but still ins ide  th e  Internet. It 

w ill not be  an alternative m edia netw ork  any 

m ore . It w ill be  a dark net of a new  subculture .

So w h at to do w ith  th e  Indym edia as s ets? In th e  

final analys is , th e  m ost valuable part of th e  

project turns  out to be  th e  social netw ork  be h ind 

it. Th e s e  people can once again w rite  h istory by 

teach ing each  oth er th e  revolutionary tech  tools 

of th e  next generation and acting as  arbitrators  of 

th e  k now -h ow . W e can s ell th e  dom ain nam e s  to 

fund th e  next underground inforgent netw ork .

disclaim er: th e  article is  a subjective reflection 

on th e  conference  and doe s  not nece s sarily 

reflect broader indym edia view s .

m axigas@ anarge e k .net Indym edia.h u

Th e  auth or is  th e  m em ber of th e  H orizon 

Re s earch  Institute

m axigas  H orizont Kutató Intézet / H orizon 

Re s earch  Institute / h i.zpok .h u indym edia.h u 

ak 57

New  digital tools for activists

Th e w orld is  ch anging, our struggle is  ch anging, 

and w e  ne ed to evolve along w ith  it. Indym edia 

m ade  w aves  in 19 9 9  and allow ed new  levels of 

international (and local) collaboration. W h at are  

th e  new  tools th at could h elp us  in th e  pre s ent 

struggles?

H ere  in Dijon, w e  discus s ed som e  ideas  as  stre et 

prote sters  and activist tech ie s  cam e  togeth e r. O f 

cours e  tech nology can never solve all our 

problem s , but som etim e s  w e  can us e  it to 

organize  m ore  effectively. (Im agine  putting 

togeth e r th is  conference  w ith out em ail and 

w ebs ite s .) Th e  tools m entioned below  are  still 

be ing de s igned, so pleas e  get in touch  w ith  any 

input, s ince  w e  w ant th em  to reflect real needs  of 

activists , not just be  "cool" tech  projects .

O ne  idea th at cam e out of th e  Autonom us  Space s  

m e etings  w as  overh auling s q uat.net to actually 

m ak e  it a us eful tool for s q uatters  again. A 

num ber of ideas  w ere  propos ed for w ays  th is  

w ebs ite  could h elp th e  s q uatter's  m ovem ent.

O ne project w as  to com pile a s et of guide s  on th e  

legal inform ation on s q uatting and repre s s ion in 

every European country. Th ey w ould discus s  th e  

current law s , as  w ell as  pos s ibly som e  tactics  
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M axigas  ( m axigas@ anarge e k .net ) or Dark  

Veggy ( dark veggy@ pim ienta.org ).

Th e  oth er project th at w as  pre s ented com e s  from  

th e  ris eup collective, and spaw ned som e  

discus s ion am ong activists  at th e  m e eting. It is  

codenam ed CrabGras s  

(h ttp://stam p.poivron.org/M eetingNote s/CrabGra

s s) and is  de s igned to facilitate com m unication 

in groups  of activists , e specially w h en th e  

m em bers  live in different citie s  (or countrie s). It 

cons ists  of a num ber of online  m e eting tools, 

w ith  support for a num ber of tech niq ue s  w e  us e  

in m e etings , lik e  straw  polls, cons ensus , sm aller 

discus s ion s e s s ions , etc. It also h as  a num ber of 

tools to h elp organize  m inute s  and tas k  lists .

W h ile th is  could be  us eful in local organizations , 

th e  m ost exciting pos s ibility is  allow ing large, 

distributed netw ork s  to coordinate effectively 

(and dem ocratically) w ith out large, central 

gath erings . >From  Global Days  of Action and 

th e  Ch ain Refl-Action idea, to an international 

tech  collective, to a virtual flas h  m ob, th is  tool 

could allow  us  to eas ily experim ent w ith  new  

form s  of actions . It is  also be ing de s igned to 

allow  for s ecure  online  com m unication, so w e  

can actually discus s  actions  online  w ith out 

tipping off th e  cops . Th e  collective is  beginning 

to code  it and a bas ic vers ion s h ould be  ready for 

initial te sting in early 2007.

people us e  to deal w ith  courts . Th e s e  w ould be  

very h elpful for legal defens e s  of our space s . If 

you k now  of a guide  for your country or w ould 

lik e  to h elp w rite  one , pleas e  contact 

legal@ sq uat.net . Th ere  w ere  a num ber of oth er 

ideas  on h ow  to link  togeth e r various  s q uats  in a 

netw ork  th at w ould enable m ore  solidarity. Th e s e  

include creating a directory of Autonom ous  

Space s , allow ing space s  to post alerts  lik e  a 

pending evicition w h e re  th ey ne ed support, and 

h osting an inters q uat new sletter of sorts  to 

exch ange ideas  and tech niq ue s . Th ere  w as  also 

an idea th at s q uats  could post re source s  th at th ey 

ne ed or can s h are , so s q uats  can find h om e  for 

th e  pile of onions  in th e  living room , and borrow  

a sound system  for th e  big dem o (or concert) 

th ey're  planning. Finally, people m entioned th e  

idea of long-term  s q uat exch ange s , w h e re  a 

collective m em ber w h o h as  som e  us eful s k ills 

(lik e  carpentry, pirate  radio, etc.) m oves  to 

anoth er s q uat for a num ber of m onth s  to s h are  

s k ills and also to learn from  th e  people at h is  or 

h e r new  h om e .

All of th e s e  tech niq ue s  could h elp s q uats  connect 

w ith  one  anoth er and support each  oth er's  

projects . But th e  w ebs ite  w on't do anyth ing by 

its elf, it ne eds  people to us e  it and m ak e  it us eful. 

If you w ant to add a space you're  involved w ith  

to th e  netw ork , pleas e  vis it h ttp://s q uat.pga.taz/, 

w h ile you're  at th e  tannerie s . If you are  intere sted 

in h elping de s ign th e  w ebs ite , pleas e  contact 
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RFID (Radio Fre q uency Identification) is  be ing 

m as s ively rolled out w ith  big m oney involved. 

All th e  big players  in th e  IT m ark et are  involved, 

e .g. Th ales , Siem ens , IBM . Th e  bigge st 

custom ers  so far are  th e  U.S. Arm y, Nation 

State s  (w ith  th e ir e -pas s), Logistics , Cloth ing 

(Levy's) and Retail (e .g. Wal M art and M etro). 

Public Transport System s  are  m ore  and m ore  

into it, e .g. in London (O yster Card) and Delh i 

(Th ales).

W h at is  it?

RFID system s  are  m inim ally build up 

w ith  a reader and tags  th at are  read. M ost often, 

som e  m iddlew are  or databas e  is  h ook ed onto th e  

reader, or at least som e  netw ork ing connection to 

som e  databas e .

Th e  Tag cons ists  of a ch ip w ith  an 

antenna. Th e  ch ip contains  an uniq ue  num ber in 

its  m inim al vers ion, often it h as  som e  rew ritable 

m em ory and even cryptograpic capacitie s . Tags  

com e in tw o vers ion: pas s ive and active . Pas s ive 

tags  get th e ir energy from  th e  reader, w h ile 

active one s  h ave th e ir ow n pow er supply per 

battery.

Th e  Reader is  em m itting an 

electrom agnetic field, th at "w ak e s  up" th e  tag. 

Th e  tags  re sponds  by s ending its  uniq ue  num ber 

plus  pos s ibly m ore  data. Th e  data transm is s ion 

range varie s  a lot, depending on a lot of 

param eters , betw e en a few  m illim eters  and 

h undreds  of m eters  w ith  active tags . D ifferent 

Fre q uencie s  are  us ed for different applications . 

13.56 M h z is  very com m on w ith  pas s ive tags , 

2.4 Gh z w ith  active one s . Th e  relation of reader 

and tag is  m aster and slave.

W h at is  bad about it?

It is  us ed for identification purpos e s  in 

any im aginable field. RFID include s  bas ically 

tw o upgrade s  for identication tech nologie s : in 

difference  to th e  com m on bar code , th at you find 

on any good, it is  not only a s e rial num ber, but 

also a uniq ue  num ber th at is  on th e  tag. Th is  

m eans  th at any s ingle object is  identifyable: to 

trace its  h istory, its  usage ... Second, data 

transm is s ion is  not feas ible or to recognis e  by 

any h um an s ens e : via w aves , th e re  is  noth ing to 

s e e  (oppos ed to th e  optical transm is s ion w ith  

barcode s), and radio w aves  can pas s  th rough  

w alls. Readers  m ay be  h idden anyw h ere , reading 

out pas s ing tags , w ith out notice . Th e  tags  can 

also eas ily be  h idden, e .g. in th e  sole of s h oe s . 

Som e tags  are  textile tags : m as h ine  w as h able and 

w oven into th e  fabric. O th ers  are  just as  sm all as  

a sandgrain, m ade  for bank note s  and docum ents . 

W h at m ak e s  RFID so spook y: it is  a m ach ine  to 

m ach ine  com m unication, th at operate s  w ith out 

th e  k now ledge of th os e  you carry tags .

W h at can I do against it?

Tags  th at are  covered w ith  alum inium  foil 

(or any oth er m etal) are  not readable. Th e  m etal 

stops  th e  w ave s . To put som e  foil in your 

electronic pas sport m ak e s  it im pos s ible to read 

out th e  data w ith out your k now ledge as  th e  foil 

h as  to be  rem oved.

Tags  are  eas ily de stroyed: once you 

notice  som e  strange tag som ew h e re , you can put 

it into a m icrow ave. But be  careful: it burns  

faster th an you th ink .

Be st w ay w e  k now  so far: Th e  RFID 

Z apper - a re engine ered snap s h ot cam era. Us ing 

th e  capacitor of its  flas h , a h uge  am ount of enery 

is  be ing em itted into th e  environm ent in a very 

s h ort m om ent, s ilencing th e  tag forever. It is  

sm art, as  it leaves  no trace s  of de struction. It is  

low -cost: all in all m axim um  7 Euros . It tak e s  

around 3 h ours  to build, depending on th e  

cam eram odel. It m ay be  build by anyone . Little 

soldering is  ne eded, don't w orry: th is  can be  done  

by anyone .

Credits  for th e  Z apper go to th re e  young it 

students  from  Berlin, w h o invented it, but w h os e  

nam e s  w e  don't k now  and w ould not publis h  

anyw ay.
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H ow  to build your ow n RFID Z apper.

Parts  you w ill need: - s ingle us e  cam era (for 

exam ple "Fuji Quick snap") - 1 m eter of painted 

(or insulated) copper w ire  - button (to replace th e  

trigger)

Tools you w ill need: - a soldering iron - solder - 

w ire  cutters  - a sm all k nife

And h e re  is  th e  recipe ...

1. Unpack  th e  cam era and open it. Be careful 

w ith  th e  paper cover. Try to avoid break ing it so 

it can be  put back  on afterw ard.

2. Rem ove th e  battery and th e  film . If you are  

careful enough  you m igh t still be  able to us e  th e  

film .

3. Rem ove th e  optical parts  of th e  cam era 

including th e  "view  finder". Th en rem ove th e  

inner contents  of th e  cam era, leaving th e  back  

plate in order to h ave a flat surface . Try to k e ep 

th e  electronic part w ith  th e  capacitor and th e  

flas h  undam aged.

4. Unload th e  capacitor (oth erw is e  you m igh t be  

h urt by an electric s h ock  afterw ard)

5. Cut or break  a h ole w h e re  th e  old trigger us ed 

to be .

6. Cut a broad slit from  th e  inner w all of th e  

space  for th e  film  to th e  m iddle part of th e  

cam era.

7. Cut a s h ort piece  of th e  copper w ire  th at w ill 

lead from  th e  trigger to th e  capacitor.

8. Form  a coil out of th e  copper w ire  by w inding 

it around an (im aginary) credit card (approx. 5 x 

8.5 cm ). Leave a few  centim eters  untouch ed at 

both  ends .

9 . Ins e rt th e  coil into th e  cam era so it re sts  upon 

th e  rear w all.
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10. Rem ove th e  insulation from  all four w ire  

ends  by scratch ing it off or burning it w ith  a 

ligh ter.

11. Solder one  end of th e  coil to th e  capacitor 

and th e  oth er end to th e  button. W ith  th e  s h ort 

w ire , connect th e  oth er s ide  of th e  button to th e  

oth er s ide  of th e  capacitor.

12. Put th e  battery back  into place and te st if th e  

electric circuit w ork s . (for a Fuji cam era: turn on 

th e  "flas h " by pulling out th e  plastic sw itch  on 

th e  front. You s h ould h ear a h igh  sound or h ave 

som e  optical feedback  depending on th e  cam era 

you us e .) Wait a little and pull th e  trigger. If you 

can h ear th e  capacitor be ing reloaded afterw ard it 

w as  unloaded and th e  electric circuit is  ok ay.

13. To s e riously te st it you can com e to th e  

m edialab in Berlin or som e  oth er space  w h e re  

you can try it upon RFID ch ips ..

14. Depending on your personal taste  and ne eds  

you can put th e  cam era togeth e r again and 

beautify it.

15. You are  done . H ave fun.

m ore  inform ation: h ttps ://23b.nadir.org/rfidzapper

Cros sover: Digital Struggles  as  s e en by 

th e  participants  involved in oth er th em e s

An overview  bas ed on 4 interview s  and and brief 

note s  of th e  various  points  of view s  gleaned 

during th e  discus s ion.

"W h o? W h at? W h at for? W h y?"

    * H , London - Autonom ous  Space s  - 

alternative s  to th e  system  (not necce s sarily just 

strictly activist bas ed )

    * F, M ontpellier - CPE - s q uats , collective 

cafe s , infos h ops .

    * H , Rouen - CPE - various , s q uats , infos h ops , 

guerilla gardens  and com m unity gardens (for 

grow ing food).

    * F, Dijon, - Autonom ous  Space s  - s im iliar 

netw ork s , pga, antifascist, fem inist, political 

ecology. 

(editorial note - CPE stands  for contract of first 

em ploym ent, a draconian job sch em e  for sch ool 

leavers  propos ed by th e  french  governm ent 

earlier th is  year, and th e  focus  of m any of th e  

prote sts  in m arch 2006 )

Perceptions  of digital struggles , tools and th e  

people involved :

    * Everyth ing th at is  link ed to com puter us e  

th at is  fre e  and non proprietary - us ing linux 

rath er th an w indow s , m ozilla rath er th an internet 
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explorer, em ail s e rvice  providers  such  as  no-log 

(re specting personal privacy, anonim ity)

    * alternative softw are : tools (ex: 

fre e/opensource  softw are) w h ich  are  created in 

an autonom ous , collective m anner, to fre e  

ours elves  from  dependance on big com m ercial 

com panie s  and th e  m onoploy of m icrosoft

    * alternative s e rvers  = virtual autonom ous  

space s

    * autonom ous  com puters  - energy usage , 

connectivity, adm inistrators , system s , us e rs , 

m oderators  

Advantage s :

    * fre edom  and autonom y from  com m ercial 

com panie s .

    * fre edom  and privacy: perm its  anonim ity; 

financially acce s s ible .

    * bas ic tools to inform  ours elves , co-ordinate 

and organis e .

    * open acce s s  for everyone to com m unication 

tools, to reduce  th e  pow er of h ie rarch ie s .

    * fast, interactive, h orizontal, integrated.

    * w eapon for activist anti capitalist struggles  

and oth er m ovem ents ,tool for creating oth er 

alternative s

    * facilitating struggles  allow s  a critiq ue  of th e  

system , to do re s earch  and inform  people about 

th e  dysfunctionality of th e  system , problem  of 

internet censors h ip in Ch ina

    * a m eth od of denouncing and alerting people 

to s e rious  th reats  to digital fre edom s  and digital 

struggles ( th e  s e izure  of th e  indym edia s e rver, 

legislation in France) 

Problem s  :

    * lack  of training, a ne ed for training: a ne ed 

for training/education on open source  softw are  in 

sch ools and college s  ( th e re  are  only cours e s  

offered in proprietary softw are , and proprietary 

softw are  is  us ed everyw h ere  in th e s e  institutions)

    * problem s  w ith  specialisation - too e soteric: 

difficulty com m unicating in plain language to 

s h are  k now ledge/inform ation.

    * lack  of opene s s : groups  ne ed to be  m ore  

open/ w elcom ing to beginners  in opensource  and 

also to spread k now ledge beyond just activist 

circles .

    * language problem s , discus s ions  are  often 

just in englis h , (and a ge e k y englis h  th at is  scary!)

    * virtual life , ris k s  of isolation, be ing 

scattered, dependancy etc etc , 

softw are  tools th at w e  us e ':

ordi, firefox (internet), no-log (m ail), ph otos h op, 

th e  gim p, publis h e r (texts), w ord, but now  w e 're  

us ing openoffice  and oth er fre e  softw are  w ith  

Ubuntu (alternative linux operating system ), 

indym edia project in M ontpellier. Ah ? th ere  are  

som e  texts  of 'group discus s ions ' of "digital 

struggles"

    * buried in th e ir 'th ing' (ge e k ), difficult for 

oth ers  to join in and get involved/intere sted

    * good fe edback  from  th e  s k ills h are  

w ork s h op,m ade  people w ant to k now  m ore  and 

participate in opensoftw are  training in th e  

autonom ous  space s  w h e re  th ey live

    * w ould h ave be en good to h ave som eone  able 

to teach  th e  bas ics  th at you ne ed to k now : a s ens e  

of em barras sm ent/dis em pow erm ent from  not 

k now ing m ore .

    * h ad m et som e  people from  th e  group DS 

(digital struggles) w h o h ad h elped install Ubuntu.

    * found it norm al th at people got togeth e r 

am ongst th em s elves  to get th ings  done/ tak e  

th ings  forw ard

    * understood th e  de s ire  of th os e  w h o are  

pas s ionate about opensource  to w ork  am ongst 

th em s elves , but th at it can be  exclus ionary/ a 

problem s  for new  people. W e ne ed also to be  

careful th at h olding all th is  k now ledge doe sn't 
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becom e a pow er control problem

    * h ope s  th at th e  ge e k  com m unity can becom e 

le s s  clos ed ( m ale dom inated and 'experts ') but 

th ey h ave to tak e  th is  on board ( be  conscious  of 

th is) am ongst th em s elves  as  w ell 

auto no m o us spaces and digital 
struggles cro sso ver

"w h o are  all th at people w ith  laptops  w riting 

strange th ings  th at w e  can't understand? Th ey 

s e em  to be  strange, but i th ink  th ey are  th is  

people w h o do th e  internet connection w ork  in 

th e  social centre ."

"w h y do th is  people w h o are  supos ed to be  

activists  k e ep on us ing strange softw are  lik e  

"w indow s"? It s e em s  th at th ey th ink  fre e  

softw are  is  too com plicated for th em ."

So it s e em s  to be  q uite  clear for everybody th at 

th e re  is  som e  k ind of gap or s eparation going on 

m any tim e s  betw e en th e  so called "tech ie s" and 

th e  re st of th e  activist com unitie s . Also for th os e  

lik e  m e  w h o recently started to us e  fre e  softw are  

(and are  really h appy and proud of it) and 

understood w h y it is  so crappy to h ave an em ail 

account in yah oo, it is  really difficult to 

understand w h at is  to adm inistrate  a s e rver or 

h ow  to create  th os e  em ail lists  th at fill our 

m ailboxe s .

As  i said I started recently to be  aw are  of all th at 

w ork  be h ind any digital re source s  th at I w as  

actually us ing, lik e  activist info w ebpage s  or 

em ail accounts . So i opened m y eye s  and started 

as k ing q ue stions  as  I alw ays  do. I realized th at 

m any of th e  people w h o w as  actually w ork ing on 

th at re sorce s  felt too m uch  as  "s e rvice  providers" 

for a com m unity th ey belong to. And th at w as  

not nice  for th em . I also realized th at m ost of th e  

tim e  com m unication about th e s e  is sue s  w as  

difficult becaus e  I w as  not able to understand 

everyth ing I w as  told, and m any tim e s  m y 

partners  w ere  not able to speak  us ing a "norm al" 

language . Th at m ade  m e  th ink  th at any k ind of 

encounter betw e en th e s e  tw o w orlds  w ould be  

really us eful. I th ink  th is  cros sover m e eting w e  

m ade  in th e  PGA conference  betw e en th e  "digital 

struggles" group and th e  "defens e  of autonom ous  

space s" group w as  k ind of us eful. At least for m e .

I could do a sum m ary of th e  th ings  th at w ere  said 

in th e  m e eting, but th is  can be  found h e re  [1]. So 

I felt fre e  to just m ak e  m y ow n conclus ions  as  i 

prefer to w rite  som e  personal article rath er th an a 

report. So, pleas e  tak e  it as  it is , som e  personal 

opinions  h elped by th e  w ay i understood peoples  

reflections  on th at very is sue .

For s h ure  one  of m y conclus ions  s h ould be  th at 

th e re  are  m any different levels of specialization 

going on in th is  is sue . To s et an exam ple, let's  

say th at i w ould be  a com plete beginner for th e  

group of people involved in digital struggles , but 

w h en i com e  back  to m y tow n i'm  th e  only one 

w h o k now s  a little bit about fre e  softw are , for 

exem ple. O f cours e  if i could get som e  tech nical 

s k ills about fre e  softw are  and oth er stuff around 

it, everyone can. O f cours e  i w ould ne ed years  of 

w ork  to learn h ow  to adm inistrate  a s e rver, and 

i'm  not really ready for th at. I still spend m ost of 

m y tim e  w ith  h um an be ings , and m aybe  I prefer 

to learn oth er th ings  related to tech nology. But, 

c'm on, i believe th at i h ave to learn a little bit 

about anyth ing th at i us e , from  m y com puter to a 

train, from  a guitar to a piece  of bread. I th ink  

th at if i am  intelligent enough  to eat, i'm  also 

intelligent to understand h ow  m y stom ach  w ork s .

Anyw ay, th e re  w as  som eth ing really intere sting 

th at w as  said in th e  m e eting, about th e  

im portance of m ak ing people understand w h at's  

be h ind autonom ous  us e s  of tech nology. I gue s s  

th at if i learned som eth ing in th os e  last tim e s , it 

w as  probably becaus e  i h ad som e  great people to 

learn from , but also becaus e  i understood th e  

im portance of th is  is sue s .

In th e  oth er h and it s e em s  to m e  (s ince  i h ave m y 

eye s  opened to th at) th at m aybe  w e  don't realize  

so m uch  th e  w ork  th at is  be ing done by som e  

people about adm inistrating s e rvers , updating 

page s , creating and m oderating em ail lists ... As  
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Pre s entation of th e  "s q uat from  a to z", a french  

legal and practical support book  and team

W e m ade  a pre s entation of th e  french  practical 

and legal guide  (le s q uat de  A à Z ). Th is  guide  

w as  born at th e  end of th e  9 0's  in th e  Paris ian 

autonom ous  s q uat scene , and over th e  years  s ince  

th en h as  be en revis ed and updated. W h at it is  is  a 

sm all ph otocopyable book let w h ich  give s  bas ic 

advice . From  now  on it w ill be  available and 

dow nloadable from  th e  s ite  s q uat.net/fr, and soon 

w ill be  translated into Englis h  as  part of th e  

project of collecting legal inform ation from  

different European countrie s . A new  vers ion w ill 

be  brough t out th is  O ctober, after a w ork  

w e e k end in Les  Tannerie s . In addition to m ak ing 

clear certain legal ch ange s , and including som e  

new  practical tips , th e re  is  also th e  de s ire  to h ave 

a tone th at is  le s s  m ark edly directed at 

"autonom ous  s q uats", and m ore  open to oth er 

type s  of s q uatting th at h appen for reasons  of 

precarity.

Th e  people w h o are  w ork ing on "le s q uat de  A à 

Z " from  a variety of French  s q uats  are  also trying 

to gath er togeth e r legal papers  from  th e  court 

cas e s  of various  French  s q uats , analys e s  of th e  

s ituation in various  tow ns  and also contacts  of 

law yers  in order to be  able to pas s  th em  on from  

one  place to anoth er. Th ere  is  also a w ork ing list 

w h ich  you can contact if you w ant legal and 

som ebody said in th e  m e eting, th is  h appens  

usually w ith  m any m any w ork s  th at are  not 

vis ible for m ost of th e  people involved in 

activism , lik e  cook ing in a gath ering, or cleaning 

a social centre , or tak ing care  of your "com rade s" 

(sorry for th is  bit of com m unism , i don't k now  

w h e re  it cam e from ) and h ow  th ey fe el in th e ir 

very h earts . And of cours e  th is  is  related to 

gender m ost of th e  tim e s  (and also to oth er 

"factors"). And H AS TO  BE spok en as  

som eth ing political, to be  as sum ed by anyone in 

our com m unitie s . So th e  problem  s e em s  to be  

m ore  com plicated th an "ge e k s/non ge e k s". So, as  

far as  i understood, th e  k eys  can be  to th ink  

about tech nical is sue s  as  som eth ing political and 

try to solve th em  as  such , w ith  all th e  

com plications  th is  im plie s . And of cours e , to 

m ak e  personal and collective efforts  in "both  

s ide s" in order to com e closer and em path ize .

So, ye s , i th ink  th at cros sover is  a great w ord, 

th at refers  not only to h ardcore  bands  playing a 

little bit of m etal.

[1]h ttp://stam p.poivron.org/DigitalStrugglesAnd

Autonom ousSpace sCros sover
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practical advice  during your various  s q uatter 

w anderings : a-z@ sq uat.net . Th e  w ork ing group 

is  open and you are  w arm ly invited to s h are  your 

experience s  and join th e  sw e et univers e  of 

inters q uatter solidarity. Court judgem ents  and 

legal papers  can be  s ent to s q uat a-z c/o Les  

Tannerie s , 17 boulevard de  ch icago - 21000 Dijon

W e later cam e acros s  s im ilar structure s  of 

solidarity betw e en s q uats  th rough out Europe : 

W ee k ly collective s q uat opening in Am sterdam , 

local and national s q uatter m e etings , em ergency 

lists  for solidarity betw e en s q uats  of th e  area in 

Barcelona.

W e h ave also cons idered th e  pos s ibility of 

gath ering people from  different place s  to h elp 

open s q uats  in tow ns  w h e re  th e  s q uatter scene  is  

le s s  active or th e  repre s s ion is  stronger.

If you w ant to k now  th e  law , as k  an anarch ist!..

Sq uat.net international Legal Guide

Sq uat.net is  an international re source  for s q uatted 

projects , s elf organis ed space s  and tem porary 

autonom ous  zone s . W e are  contributing an 

international legal re source  to provide  bas ic 

inform ation for people travelling betw e en 

projects  and actions  so th ey can get inform ed 

before  th ey go, and to provide  an international 

overview  of th e  contexts  w e  are  all acting in.

W e h ave m ade  a bas ic list of q ue stions  th at w e  

w ant to answ er for as  m any countrie s  as  pos s ible 

and put togeth e r as  an international re source , 

focus s ing on w h at th e  law s  are , and, m ore  

im portantly, on w h at tends  to h appen in practice :

It w ould be  really h elpful if you could s end us  

bas ic answ ers  to th e s e  q ue stions , bas ed on th e  

experience s  in your country, as  w ell as  copie s  of 

any existing legal guide s  and re source s  for your 

country in digital form at, in as  m any language s  

as  pos s ible to:

legal [at] s q uat.net

big th anx!!

Bas ic Que stions :

* W h at is  th e  legal and practical status  of 

s q uatting in your country?

* W h at h appens  w h en you are  arre sted? W h at is  

th e  proce s s  H ow  long th ey can h old you for 

W h at are  your righ ts  W h at you s h ould and 

s h ould not do

* W h at to do if som eone  you k now  is  arre sted?

* W h at h appens  if you are  stopped by police  in 

th e  stre et? - do you h ave to give ID, pas sport? 

Personal s earch e s? W h at are  your righ ts?

* W h at is  th e  s ituation for fore igners? (different 
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treatm ent for EC/non EC citizens? Deportations , 

Special prisons , w h at are  your righ ts? H ow  

us eful are  th e  Em bas s ie s? Etc.)

* H ous e  s earch e s  - W h at to do? W h at are  your 

righ ts?

* O n th e  Stre ets  - special legal or practical 

inform ation for dem os  and actions

* Anyth ing else  you th ink  is  particularly 

im portant in your country (e .g. us e  of anti-

terrorist law s , h itch  h ik ing)

* General inform ation about th e  police  (different 

police  force s , com m on police  tactics  etc.)

* Contacts  for legal support groups , link s  to local 

legal re source s

****************************************

******

H ello all!

As part of th e  international legal guide  w e  are  

putting togeth e r for s q uat.net, w e  w ould also lik e  

to develop som e  k ind of international overview  

of th e  attack s  and eros ion of our political space 

over th e  past decade . W e are  th e refore  look ing 

for analys e s  of legal ch ange s  and strategie s  of 

repre s s ion of gras s roots  activism  in your city or 

country over th e  past five or ten years . W e w ould 

lik e  to k now :

* H as  repre s s ion and social control increas ed in 

your country over th e  past five to ten years? 

H ow ?

* W h at new  law s  h ave be en introduced? e .g. 

Anti-terrorist legislation, Civil Law s  (h ous ing, 

labour etc), Public O rder legislation/fre edom  of 

as s em bly (such  as  th e  Crinim al Justice  Act in th e  

UK, or th e  Codigo Penal in Spain)

*H ow  h ave th os e  law s  be en applied?

*H ow  h as  th e  practice  of social control ch anged?

*H ow  are  th ey us ing surve illance? e .g.Patiot Act 

in US, CCTV, Ph one tapping, ID cards  and 

controls etc.

* W h o are  th e  m ain targets  of th is  repre s s ion?

* W h at im pact h as  th is  h ad on gras s roots  

political activity and on society in general?

*Is  th e re  anyth ing else  you th ink  it is  im portant 

to k now  about th e  s ituation in your city/country?

We are  also very intere sted to rece ive m ore  in 

depth  analys e s  of specific aspects  of repre s s ion 

in different place s . ( e .g. CCTV and ID cards  in 

th e  UK // Ph one tapping in H olland // repre s s ive 

cooperation betw e en different state s , such  as  th e  

³O peracion Cervante s ² targeting anarch ists  in 

Italy, Spain and Gre ece). And also international 

instrum ents  of social control such  as  Europol and 

biom etric pas sport system s .

If you are  intere sted in collaborating in any part 

of th is  project, pleas e  contact:

legal [at] s q uat.net

"Th e  toboggan", sq uat opening 
in Dijon...

A banner, Barcelona-style "an em pty h ous e  is  a 

w aste  of space" h ung over th e  Rue  Ch arles  

Dum ont, as  people from  various  European 

countrie s  gath ered on th e  pavem ent, in front of 

th e  barricaded doors  and around a break fast 

table, w aiting for an eventual vis it from  th e  

police . Several genial old ladie s  opened th e ir 

w indow s  to us , donating a bag of crisps  or som e  

rain cloth e s , and ch e e ring th e  new s  of a new  

s q uat. Be ing betw e en tw o conference s , PGAers  

in Dijon w ent to support th e  opening of a new  

s q uat in Dijon, "le toboggan" (th e  slide) It 

com pris e s  tw o disus ed bars  and th e  flats  above 

th em , w ith  a garden, near to th e  city centre . Th e  

living collective w is h e s  to put in place various  
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activitie s  open to all in th e  area w h e re  th ey fe el, 

at th e  m om ent, very w elcom e . Until now , th e  

s q uat s e em s  to h ave th e  fe eling th at it w ill stay 

and th at th e re  are  th ings  th at ne ed to be  done  and 

th en continued...

M ovie  project about s q uatting in Europe

During th e  w e e k  of debate s  about th e  

autonom ous  space s  in Dijon, w e  decided to 

realize  à s h ort docum entary m ovie  about 

s q uatsaround europe . Th e  m ovie  offers  you 10 

s h ort interview s  of s q uatters  living in various  

european countrie s . Th ey all tell a few  w ords  

about th e ir local legal/practical s ituation, about 

th e  state  of th e ir local s q uat scene  and give 

intim ate accounts  of great storie s  of re s istance . 

Part of th e  m ovie  s h ould be  pre s ented during th e  

centralis ed gath ering. Copie s  of th e  m ovie  

s h ould be  available by w riting at 

stam p@ poivron.org

Autonom e : M ovem ent and repre s s ion

Th is  are  extracts  from  a s e rie s  of interview s  done  

during th e  first w e e k  of m e etings  at th e  PGA 

decentralis ed conference  at Th e  Tannerie s  in 

Dijon. To read th e  w h ole article go to:

Gre ece

Th ere  h ave be en som e  strong upris ings  in 

Gre ece . O n th e  17th  of Novem ber 19 74 students  

occupied th e  Politech nical Sch ool of Ath ens  and 

m ade  a call to people to ris e  up against th e  

dictators h ip. Th e  left w as  divided into different 

groups; Trots k yite s , M aoists  and Leninists . Th e  

anarch ist m ovem ent did not exist. M ost people in 

Gre ece  supported th e  revolts against th e  

dictators h ip except m em bers  of th e  governm ent 

and a few  people w h o supported th e  dictators h ip.

According to official figure s , 70 to 80 students  

w ere  k illed w h en a m ilitary tank  entered th e  

Politecnic Sch ool in Ath ens  and drove over som e  

of th e  students  th at w ere  occupying it. Th e  

students ' upris ing w as  an im portant factor in th e  

falling of th e  dictators h ip. Since  th e  events  of 

19 75 every year on th e  17th  Novem ber students  

all over Gre ece  tak e  over th e  stre ets  doing 

different direct actions  and dem onstrations .

In M ay 2006 th e  students  ros e  up against th e  

privatisation of education and against a new  law  

th at proh ibits  fre e  as s em blie s  in univers itie s . 

Ninety-five percent of th e  univers itie s  w ere  th en 

tak en over by th e  students . In Gre ece  student 

as s em blie s  h ave be en running for m any years  

and are  an official righ t. Th e  upris ing th is  year 

w as  supported by students ' parents , w ork e rs  and 

m any oth er organisations .

Germ any

In th e  ninetie s  th e  anti-nuclear m ovem ent in 

Germ any w as  very strong and organis ed. It w as  

an inspiration to new  activists . Th ere  w ere  h uge  

and very effective anti-nuclear dem onstrations  

th rough out Germ any.
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Th e prote st against transporting nuclear w aste  

uranium  in 2001 th rough  North ern Germ any w as  

th e  bigge st of th e  decade . It w as  lik e  th e  Seattle 

of Germ any.

It w as  100k m  South  East of H am burg, four or 

five village s  w ere  involved. Th ere  w ere  m any 

peace  cam ps  and every cam p h ad an IM C 

station. It w as  one  of th e  bigge st clas h e s  betw e en 

police  and prote sters . Th ere  w ere  10,000 

prote sters  and around 30,000 police  officers . It 

w as  th e  first tim e  th at people w ere  w riting 

articles  and reporting on th e  internet. It w as  th e  

first tim e  w e  reconstructed h istory. Before  th at 

th e  m ovem ent w as  scattered. It felt w onderful 

th at IM C w as  th e re . I got involved w ith  IM C 

after th at. It lasted for one  w e e k , five h undred 

activists  w ere  arre sted, alm ost everybody from  

th e  autonom ous  m ovem ent.

H olland

Th e  law  on s q uatting in H olland is  th at if a h ous e  

is  em pty for one  year it is  legal to s q uat it. 

O fficially break ing a door or a w indow  is  a crim e  

in H olland but it is  a law  th at is  never enforced. 

Th ere  is  a new  law  in H olland th at people h ave 

to give th e ir identity w h en police  as k .

Sq uatters  refus e  to s h ow  th e ir identity to police  

as  a form  of prote st. Depending on h ow  m any 

s q uatters  are  togeth e r police  can ch arge  th em . 

Th ere  are  also new  law s  in th e  m ak ing th at 

prevent people from  occupying em pty propertie s . 

Th ere  is  a group of people touring H olland at th e  

m om ent prote sting against th e s e  law s  as  w ell as  

s everal s q uat-related actions . So far th e re  h ave 

be en m any succe s sful actions . In Utrech t, th e  

caravan w as  evicted after a few  days  but th e  one  

in Leiden h as  be en th e re  alm ost a m onth . M ore  

centralis ed actions  w ill follow  and decentralis ed 

actions  are  be ing done evey w e e k .

Barcelona

At th e  m om ent, in Barcelona, th e  autonom ous  

space s  m ovem ent is  divers e . Sq uatted buildings  

are  divided into living space s , s q uatted buildings  

for partie s  and th e  autonom ous  space s  centered 

around socio-political is sue s . Th ere  are  also 

autonom ous  space s  created in rented buildings . 

Th e  autonom ous  space s  are  us ed to coordinate 

actions , to create  and publis h  pam ph lets , 

new spapers  and new s  letters , and to provide  fre e  

internet for people in general.

Sw eden

At th e  m om ent in th e  south ern suburbs  of 

Stock olm  th ere  is  an autonom ous  space  be ing 

built in a junk  yard w ith  m etal containers . 

Autonom os  groups  h ave be en figh ting for m any 

years  to h ave a ph ys ical space and th e  

governm ent h as  not yet be en able to offer th em  a 

building.

In 2001 during th e  EU sum m it George  Bus h  w as  

in Sw eden, 25,O O O  people w ere  prote sting in 

th e  stre ets . Several w ays  of prote sting w ere  us ed, 

such  as  stre et partie s  and riots . Several h undred 
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people w ere  arre sted, 50 to 60 w ere  s entenced to 

2 or 3 years  in prison.

H ungary

Th e  Centrum  is  a m ixed group of students , 

s q uatters , punk s  and anarch ists  but not 

everybody in th e  group s q uats  for political 

reasons . Th e  h ard core  organis ing m em bers  of 

th e  group are  part of anoth er group th at is  openly 

political and anarch ist. O ne  of th e ir survival 

strategie s  is  to m ak e  good us e  of th e  m edia. In 

H ungary s q uatting is  new  so people don't h ave 

m uch  k now ledge of s q uatting. Th ey are  trying to 

pre s ent a good im age of it to get people's  support 

in cas e  of police  repre s s ion.

W h en th ey do a s q uat action, th ey get on th e  TV 

evening new s , talk  s h ow s , new s  papers  and radio 

program m e s . W h en th ey occupy a h ous e  th ey 

m ak e  sure  it is  a big h ous e  in an im portant 

ne igh bourh ood. Th ey m ak e  a big cerem ony and 

becaus e  in H ungary nobody occupie s  h ous e s , 

th is  is  big new s . In H ungary th e re  is  not a big 

anarch ist scene . Th ere  are  not big actions , only 

official NGO s, and th e refore  any illegal action 

catch e s  th e  m edia's  attention.

United Kingdom

Th e  Collective Everyth ing 4 Everyone, exists  in 

an autonom ous  space  created in a h ous e  next to 

an old th eatre  in an area m ark ed for dem olition. 

Th e  aim  of th e  collective running th e  space  is  to 

tak e  a stand against capitalism . Th e  space  w as  

opened in february 2006. In th e  s ix m onth s  th ey 

h ave be en in th is  space  th ey h ave gone th rough  

strong experience s  th at h ave s e rved to create  

bonds  of friends h ip and organisational structure s  

for th e  anticapitalist m ovem ent.

At th e  beginning th e  struggle w as  to protect th e  

space  against eviction. Th ey barricaded 

th em s elves  ins ide  th e  place and didn't leave th e  

space  alone for a m om ent. In April th ey found 

out th at th e  eviction h ave be en postponed 

becaus e  of com ing elections . Th ey left th e  s iege  

and started living in th e  space  and w ork ing to 

m ak e  it into a social centre .

vis ion of a practical solidarity netw ork  betw e en 

s q uats  and oth er autonom ous  zone s

goals

m otivating and inspiring people to participate in 

autonom ous  space  activitie s , by m ak ing th em  

m ore  fam iliar and (k ind of) attach ed to one  (or 

m ore) such  project(s). th is  include s  cons idering 

th e  particular facilitie s , ch aracteristics  and w ays  

of life  to be  experienced in any given place and 

of cours e  th e  cultural context (e specially 

im portant in relation of eastern &  w e stern 

europe).

s h aring s k ills and m utual learning by both  gue sts  

and h osts .

as  a new  w ave of repre s s ion h its  th e  european 

s q uatting scene , it becom e s  m ore  and m ore  

im portant to be  fam iliar w ith  each  oth er's  

struggles ,and get to k now  th e  people and space s  

th at could be  attack ed by th e  state  or landlords .
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autonom ous  zone projects  (s q uats , social centre s , 

com m unity farm s , etc.): facilitating a trusted 

netw ork  for people w h o w ant to spend a longer 

tim e  (pos s ibly a few  m onth s) at oth er projects  in 

order to learn about each  oth ers ' local struggles; 

to h elp w ith  w h atever actual project th at 

autonom ous  zone is  focus ing on, in any given 

period, and to becom e fam iliar w ith  surroundings  

th at th e  gue st is  probably not us ed to.

each  participating project becom e s  a starting 

point for people w h o w ant to travel to anoth er 

region to vis it anoth er project. participating 

projects  are  also encouraged to offer to h ost 

people according to th e ir ne eds  and capacitie s .

people are  only s ent to anoth er project w h en th ey 

bear th e  trust from  th e  s ending s ide  –  still th is  is  

no guarantee  but a k ind of recom m endation. 

agre em ent betw e en th e  gue sts  and th e  h osts  

include s  som e  as s istance from  th e  s ender project: 

th is  m eans , w ith  th is  recom m endation th e  h osts  

can h ave m ore  confidence  in th e  gue st, and be  

better prepared to w elcom e som eone  w h o is  

actually intere sted in th e  is sue s  th ey w ork  on. (it 

often h appens  th at no real connection can be  

forged becaus e  th e  h osts  are  overw h elm ed by 

random  vis itors , so it all rem ains  on th e  level of 

s q uat tourism .)

for all th is  to becom e reality, it w ould be  us eful 

to us e  one  or m ore  of th e  already existing 

solidarity netw ork s  betw e en autonom ous  space s  

(s q uat.net, conaction.tk , tsolife .org, inters q uat 

france, and m ore), to avoid duplicating our 

efforts . it w ould be  also nice  to s e e  h ow  already 

existing netw ork s  could be  interconnected and to 

strive for a better coordination.

and on a strictly practical level...

th e re  is  a databas e  be ing created about european 

s q uats  and autonom ous  zone s , it s h ould be  

acce s s ible on s q uat.net soon. it w ill contain 

inform ation about th e  a.z.'s  th em s elves , about 

th e ir ne eds  for s k ills, th e ir facilitie s  (i.e . w h at 

can be  done  th e re) and th e ir capacity as  h osts  

(h ow  m any people, for h ow  long tim e , w h en).

th e re  w ill be  a q ue stionnaire  th at potential gue sts  

s h ould fill in. th is  could be  a flexible 'w h o are  

you and w is h  list' form  w h ich  can be  ch anged by 

each  local project, for th e ir ow n ne eds  (= if you 

w ant to as k  extra q ue stions  or th ink  th at som e  

are  not im portant for you as  a h ost to k now , just 

ch ange th e  q ue stions). it could include s k ills to 

be  offered, de scription of m otivation, 

expectations , etc. gue sts  no travel costs  w ould be  
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covered by e ith e r s ide . try to h itch  h ik e .

participation in th e  activitie s  of a project is  a 

prere q uis ite . gue sts  partak e  in th e  s h ared 

re source s  of th e  project th ey are  h osted at (to be  

agre ed, but bas ically it's  about covering th e ir 

ne eds : food, s h elter, pos s ibly cloth ing). if 

som eone  refus e s  to participate, th ey can be  just 

s ent aw ay ( w h e rever). in th is  cas e , th e  s ending 

s ide  (w h e re  th ey cam e from )s h ould be  contacted 

for th e ir fe edback . (som etim e s  it h appens  th at 

som eone  is  driven out from  one  place and starts  

to spread rum ours  th at h elp conflicts  to aris e . it is  

alw ays  better to talk  about problem s  overtly th an 

just leaving th em .)

it's  nice  to get som e  fe edback  ( in both  

directions) even during th e  stay. th is  can be  a 

m otivating factor for gue sts  w h o w ill return to 

th e ir h om e  and w ork  on projects  inspired by th e ir 

experience s .

personal m otivation for pus h ing th is  idea...

w e  are  from  eastern europe , h ungary, w h ich  is  

not fertile ground (yet) for alternative ideas . 

th ough  som e  people try to live th e ir live s  in a 

k ind of an alternative m anner, it's  not organized 

or netw ork ed, and such  attem pts  rem ain isolated. 

m any of th em  can't stand th is  isolation any 

longer and just give up or get “norm al” again. 

s e e ing exam ples  of h ow  it w ork s  in oth er regions  

can inspire  people to tak e  th e  experience  back  

h om e , and s etting up an organized w ay for th is  

exch ange puts  som e  re spons ibility on people not 

to k e ep it just for th em s elves  but try to expand it 

and h elp oth ers  to build up local solidarity 

netw ork s  (w h ich  are  h ard to im agine  in such  a 

h ostile environm ent w ith out s e e ing th at it can 

really w ork  or at least h aving som e  contact w ith  

th os e  w h o h ave already got som e  experience  of 

alternative s).

and for w e sterners , it could be  an intere sting 

experience  to s e e  w h at can be  done  w h en th e re  is  

no m ovem ent back ground for such  activitie s , 

w h en th e re  is  no tradition for it and creative 

experim ents  and/or courage are  ne eded to 

e stablis h  som eth ing.

w h at w e  expect

even if people are  not intere sted in m ak ing th is  

idea a europe -w ide  effort, w e  w ill try to build 

partners h ips  w ith  autonom ous  projects  continent- 

and pos s ibly w orld-w ide . anyone w h o is  

intere sted in developing a partners h ip pleas e  get 

in touch .

ak 57 d.i.y. k h om m unity k h lub 1074 budape st, 

doh àny u. 57. (ring 128 at th e  doorbell, th en find 

th e  bas em ent on th e  righ t of th e  courtyard) 

h ttp://ak 57.zpok .h u ak 57@ indym edia.h u sm s  + 36 

20 488 8629  (if you com e for a vis it, pleas e  w rite  

us  2 w e e k s  before  you arrive . th ank s .)

autonom ous  space s  reportback  and concrete  

proposals

one of th e  topics  in our group w as  th e  q ue stion on 

h ow  to strength en th e  political im pact of our 

m ovem ent th rough  better netw ork ing. th e re  w ere  

s everal ideas  on h ow  to im prove m utual 

exch ange betw e en autonom ous  space s . below  

you w ill find s h ort paragraph s  de scribing each  of 

th e  ideas  th at h ave be en w ork ed out furth er.

* s q uat.net rede s ign

s q uat.net is  collecting ideas  on h ow  to be  of m ore  

us e  for th e  m ovem ent. one  of th e s e  ideas  is  it can 

function as  a databas e  for finding autonom ous  

space s  th rough out europe/th e  w orld. in practice  

th is  w ill probably tak e  s h ape  in th e  form  of a m ap 

on th e  w ebs ite , w h e re  you can s e e  w h ich  

autonom ous  space s  are  w h e re . everyone is  

w elcom e to s end inform ation about th e  space s  

th ey are  involved in to m axigas@ anarge e k .net 

(also h ints  on program m ing th e s e  type  of 

applications  is  w elcom e ;-) )

anoth er us eful function of th e  databas e  could be  

s im plifying practical solidarity betw e en space s . if 
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everyone publis h e s  w h at th ey are  look ing for or 

can offer (be  it printers , w ood, onions  or tools), 

w e  can all m ak e  better us e  of our collective 

re source s .

* em ergency calls

som e  people expre s s ed th e  ne ed of a centralized 

point for public calls for action link ed w ith  

autonom ous  space s  on an europew ide  level. still 

th ere  is  th e  ne ed for m ore  discus s ion h ow  to 

organize  it. current projects  are  th e  germ an bas ed 

w ik i w ebs ite  conaction.tk  and th e  idea to create  

an em ergency s ection on s q uat.net w ith  calls 

w h em  people are  ne eded som ew h e re  for 

evictions , s q uat opening, actions , international 

solidarity cam paigns , m oney solidarity . th e  m ost 

practical th ing to do could be  to link  both . th e  

discus s ion w ill go on during th e  centralized 

m e eting in a w ork s h op.

* long term  exch ange projects

for strength ening personal m otivations  to practice  

solidarity in em ergency, som e  of us  rais ed th e  

idea of an exch ange project betw e en autonom ous  

space s  (s e e  th e  article about it), for long term  

cooperation. th is  could also be  integrated into th e  

already existing netw ork s  in order to avoid 

m ultiple w ork  on connected is sue s . ideas  for th is  

include a databas e  under s q uat.net, w h ich  could 

even be  an advanced vers ion of anarch ist yellow  

page s  (ayp.subvert.info). h ow ever, th is  again 

s h ould be  furth er discus s ed during th e  centralized 

m e eting and furth er on in w ork ing groups .

* legal inform ation project

to support th e  international m ovem ent around 

autonom ous  space s , a group of people decided to 

start collecting legal inform ation on s q uatting and 

everyth ing involving a "s q uatter life style" on a 

centralis ed point. th is  s h ould offcours e  include 

inform ation about th e  law s  concerning s q uatting, 

but also m ore  general and practical inform ation 

regarding is sue s  you m igh t run into on your 

travels th rough  europe . (for instance w h eth e r it's  

legal to h itch h ik e , etc.). you can find th e  call for 

contributions  elsew h e re  in th is  new spaper. 

h opefully th e  re sults  w ill soon be  findable on 

h ttp://legal.s q uat.net

* book  project

to continue  w ith  th e  reflection and analys is  of our 

m ovem ent som e  people initiated a collective -

w ritten book  project. it s h ould contain h istorical 

aspects  as  w ell as  pre s ent struggles . it's  suppos ed 

to be  som eth ing th at brings  togeth e r th e  com m on 

attitude  bas ed on th e  com m on h istory th at binds  

togeth e r s q uatters  all over th e  w orld. w h y w e  

often fe el m ore  related to anoth er s q uat a 

th ousand k ilom eters  from  our ow n h om e s  th en to 

our ow n ne igh bours . rendering a picture  of th e  

invis ible, portraying th e  untouch able unity for 

divers ity. so if you h ave already or lik e  to w rite  

nice  texts  or interview s  to get publis h ed s end 

th em  to w ritings@ s q uat.net

* european s q uatters  video interview s

a little m ovie  project started out of th e  

decentralized m e eting in dijon. th e  s im ple idea 

w as  to give voice  to s q uatters  from  different 

countrie s  to talk  briefly about th e  legal s ituation 

in th e  country th ey are  s q uatting. s q uatters  also 

give an overview  about th e  s q uatter scene  in th e ir 

place and do a bit of story telling about exam ples  

of re s istance . h opefully w e  can pre s ent a raw  cut 

at th e  end of th e  centralized conference . radio 

activists  w h o m igh t be  intere sted to get voice  

records  from  th e  interview s , s end a m ail to 

edith @ puscii.nl .
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Social Struggles  CPE and Gre ece

Listening to storie s  of struggles  in France ...

Lets  begin w ith  tw o th at I found em blem atic: Th e  

guy from  a provincial tow n w h o goe s  to Paris  to 

do som e  "riot tourism ", th en ch ange s  h is  m ind 

and goe s  back  h om e  to com m it sligh tly les s  

spectacular crim e s , but w ith  a bunch  of people h e  

didn't k now  before  at all. O r th at oth er rath er too 

peaceful tow n, but w h e re  th e  students  do actually 

h ave th e  brilliant idea of th e  "Personalis e  your 

cops!" conte st - each  faculty us ing eggs  filled 

w ith  a different color of paint.

I h ave th e  im pre s s ion th at th e  m ovem ent m ade  a 

step forw ard w ith  regard to th e  different levels of 

illegality or "violence", w h ich  s e em s  to h ave at 

last be en approach ed w ith out com plexe s : ne ith e r 

taboo nor fetis h is ed.

In different citie s , th e  form s  of struggle varied 

greatly, from  occupations  and block ade s  to 

"h ous e -m oving" unem ploym ent office s  and 

pitch ed battles . Th ere  w as  also not so m uch  

"specialisation" of actors  (blak blok  or not 

blak blok , etc.). W ith  th e  re sult th at th e  k inds  of 

actions  s e em  to h ave be en m ore  fre q uently th an 

usual spontaneously adapted and accorded to th e  

spirit of th e  bulk  of th e  dem onstrators . 

Cons e q uently, th ey w ere  often accepted in a 

pow erful divers ity of tactics  (as  in th e  be st 

m om ents  of th e  anti-globalisation struggles), 

instead of becom ing a factor of divis ion and an 

excus e  for repre s s ion.

If "violence" isn't fetis h is ed, it isn't th e  num ber of 

th ings  brok en th at is  im portant (actually break ing 

th ings  is  k ind of stupid i

* s elforganization &  internal problem s  of 

autonom ous  collective s

W h en autonom ous  projects  fail it is  often not 

becaus e  of repre s s ion from  th e  state , but caus ed 

by internal problem s . Th ats  only one reason to 

occupy w ith  th e  th em e  m entioned above. Th e  

oth er is : if w e  w ant to create  anoth er society w e  

s h ould start w ith in our collective s . In som e  

countrie s  exist h andbook s  dealing w ith  

discus s ion m eth ods , ideas  h ow  to deal w ith  

conflicts , organizing strategie s . In oth ers  not.

Th e  idea is  to m ak e  a list of th os e  h andbook s  and 

m ak e  it available on th e  new  s q uat.net, so it is  

eas ie r to find th os e  texts . If you k now  an activist 

h andbook , collection of group m eth ods  or 

anyth ing s im iliar in w h atever language, you are  

invited to add it to: 

h ttp://stam p.poivron.org/InternalProblem sInAuto

nom ousSpace s

Th ere  is  also a plan to edit a com pre h ens ive 

broch ure  including th e  m eth ods  us ed by 

collective s , in th e  follow ing w ork ing fields : 

econom y and allday life , internal com m unication 

and decis ion-m ak ing, spreading info to th e  

"outs ide", netw ork ing, and is sue s  specialized to 

urban (s q uats  and social centers) and rural 

(com m une s , com m unity farm s) surroundings  - - 

all link ed togeth e r in order to create  a us eful 

reader for non-linear m inds . Work ing title is  

"Feed th e  Fire", and of cours e  w e  w ant to steal a 

lot from  th e  guide s  collected (s e e  above). If you 

are  strongly m otivated to w ork  on th is  project, 

pleas e  contact public s ecret agent joh nny cras h  

via riot.boogie (at)gm ail.com .
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W h en « w h en th e  stre ets  are  burning » gath er in th e  garden... it is  good th e re

At th e  end of august, at Les  Tannerie s , th e re  w as  going to be  a m e eting about th e  french  m ovem ent of 

spring 2006 at th e  PGA conference . About ten people arrived in Dijon finally realis ing th e ir h ope  of 

m e eting oth er participants  of th e  struggle. People from  Dijon, Grenoble, Lyon, Paris , Rouen, Nancy, 

M ontpellier and elsew h e re  cros s ed th e  stre et, w ent dow n th e  garden path  and m et th em  under th e  fruit 

tre e s  th at w ould becom e th e ir m e eting point for th e  next w e e k . O ne  w ork s h op w as  born th rough  th e  

collective q ue stioning of each  oth ers  local experience s . Th e  principal th em e s  discus s ed w ere  general 

as s em blie s  and occupations , dem onstrations  and actions , netw ork s , th e  sudden ending of th e  m ovem ent 

and w h at h as  com e out of th e  m ovem ent. At first, w e  talk ed about our experience s  s h aring anecdote s  and 

details th at people w ere  unaw are  of and glad to h ear about. As  th e  days  pas s ed, w e  m oved from  telling 

storie s  to analys ing, us ing th e  opportunity of m e eting different people to m ove beyond just th e  facts  and 

th e  particuliar experience s . W e discus s ed our live s  during th e  struggle rem em bering our defeats  and 

(num erous) succe s s e s  during our actions , on th e  stre ets  and in th e  place s  w e  w ere  occupying: occupations  

of prem is e e s , experim ents  of autonom ous  living in th e  univers itie s , unauth orized dem onstrations , 

econom ic block ade s  and oth er radical actions . Th e  discus s ions  w ere  about th e  analys is  of th e s e  defeats  

and succe s s e s  to learn h ow  not to m ak e  th e  sam e  m istak e s  next tim e . In particular w e  talk ed about h ow  to 

tak e  part in th e  general as s em blie s , th e  different actions  to tak e  w h en confronted by police , th e  different 

type s  of occupation, h ow  to m ak e  th e  actions  m ore  vis ible and effective and h ow  to s elf-organis e  in 

occupied place s . W e also discus s ed th e  reasons  for th e  abrupt end of th e  m ovem ent, th e  m eans  to h ave th e  

m ovem ent go on, h ow  to broaden th e  dem ands  from  just th e  ch anging of one  law  or institution and h ow  

to build a m ore  divers e  m ovem ent. Th rough  th e  analys is  som e  q ue stions  appeared th at w e  didn't h ave 

sufficient tim e  to talk  about, q ue stions  of h ow  to break  out of th e  radical gh etto, th e  pos s ibilitie s  of 

creating perm anent link s  betw e en activists  and people from  th e  suburbs  (e specially after th e  riots  of 

novem ber 2005) and about tactics  for de -arre sting and prisoner solidarity. W e w ill h ave future  m e etings  

th at w e  h ope  to be  even m ore  succe sfull and productive th an th e  last w e e k  h as  be en becaus e  w e  h ave 

discovered th at both  our politics  and life styles  are  very s im ilar. Th e  outcom e of th e  m e etings  is  th re e  

different projects  : a book  containing flyers  and texts  from  th e  m ovem ent, a book  about different 

experience s  in different tow ns  and citie s  and a book  

analys ing th e  m ovem ent bas ed on th e  discus s ions  w e  

h ad, including a s h ort guide  to th e  practical experim ents  

th is  spring. Th e s e  are  am bitious  projects  but it reflects  

our w ill to continue  th is  collective reflection and 

e stablis h  link s  th at w e  can us e  in th e  future .

* Psycotic Gardening Acq uaintence s  

Som e link s  about anti-CPE upris ing:

Th e  CPE, a drop in a lak e  of rage  (Grenoble): 

h ttp://infok ios q ue s .net/IM G/pdf/2006_ CPE_ lak e _ of_ rage _ A4-A5_ ENG.pdf 

h ttp://w innipeg.indym edia.org/item .ph p?3130S

 Docum ents  from  th e  Anti-CPE Upris ing in France 

h ttp://w w w .bops ecrets .org/recent/france2006.docum ents .h tm  Reflections  on th e  Upris ing in France 

h ttp://w w w .bops ecrets .org/recent/france2006.h tm  Graffiti from  th e  Anti-CPE 

h ttp://w w w .bops ecrets .org/recent/france2006.graffiti.h tm
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fear of a bigger social explos ion decided to 

w ith draw  th e  law  at least until O ctober and th e  

elections  for m unicipal councils .

Th e  upris ing in France w h ich  started as  a 

reaction to th e  CPE law  w as  of a very big 

influence am ong Gre e k  students . W e can 

m ention th at one  of th e  slogans  th at w as  s h outed 

during th e  dem onstrations  w as  "France s h ow s  us  

th e  w ay".Furth erm ore  it starts  to becom e clear to 

m ore  and m ore  people th at attem pts  to reform  

education, flexibilis e  labour m ark ets ,attack  social 

s ecurity system s  are  policie s  th at regional 

governm ents  w ould lik e  and w ill try to im pos e  

on th e  w h ole region th at is  called European 

Union.It is  th e refore  im portant to build link s  

betw e en our m ovem ents  and w ork  on form ing a 

com m on re s istance platform ,a com m on 

re s istance consciousne s s .In th e ir attem pt to 

attack  our live s  th ey s h ould rem em ber th at th ey 

w ill find us  in th e ir w ay.

For furth er com m unication contact 

vianto@ ris eup.net

O th ers  w ork s h ops  and reflexions

M y experience  of one  w e e k  at th e  decentralis ed 

PGA conference  in Dijon

by Tere sa Teran

I participated in a scream ing w ork s h op for 

fem ales  only. It w as  organis ed by Lotte a girl 

from  Germ any. W h en Lotte told m e  about th e  

w ork s h op I understood it w as  a stream ing 

w ork s h op. I th ough t cool, a stream ing video 

w ork s h op for w om en only, w e  are  probably 

trying to create  tech y solidarity betw e en w om en. 

W e agre ed to m e et at th e  inform ation point th e  

next day at 3pm . Next day w h ile w aiting in th e  

spacious  corridor of th e  Tannerie s  som e  of us  lay 

on th e  floor tak ing advantage of th e  w arm  ligh t 

of th e  suns h ine .

Social Movem ents and th e  
Uprising in Greek  Universitie

O ne of th e  subjects  th at w ere  discus s ed during 

th e  decentralis ed conference  in Dijon:w as  about 

th e  social m ovem ents  th at s h attered Europe 

during th e  last year. W e organis ed a discus s ion 

so as  to inform  people about th e  student 

m ovem ent th at em erged in Gre ece  on M ay-June 

2006,to s h are  experience s  and view s  and to 

discus s  about th e  pos s ibility of building link s  

betw e en th e  different struggles  in France,Gre ece  

and oth er countrie s .

Th e  upris ing in th e  Gre e k  univers itie s  w as  th e  

large st student m ovem ent of th e  last 16 years  in 

Gre ece .It started as  a reaction to a law , th e  righ t 

w ing governm ent w anted to pas s ,w h ich  w ould 

m ade  studie s  m ore  intens e  ,allow ing expellation 

of students  th at w ould not pas s  a num ber of 

le s sons ,or w ould not finis h  th e ir studie s  in a 

sch eduled tim e , a law  th at w ould radically 

reform  univers ity studie s  , m ak ing th em  m ore  

"M ark et-Friendly".

Th e  occupation of univers itie s ,first initiated in 

Ath ens  and Patras ,Quick ly spread and in tw o 

w e e k s  440 out of 450 facultie s  w ere  occupied by 

th e ir students .Be s ide s  occupations , students  

engaged in oth er actions  lik e  stre et 

block ading,disturbance of s h opping centers ,or 

stre et th eater.H uge  dem onstrations  w ere  h eld th at 

m et a strong repre s s ion from  th e  state  and m any 

tim e s  ended up w ith  big confrontations  in th e  

stre ets  betw e en dem onstrators  and police  force s .

In th e  occupied univers itie s  as s em blie s  w ere  h eld 

th at w ere  organis ed in an h orizontal w ay.Th e  

Com m unist Party (w h ich  at first w as  against 

occupations) and oth er sm aller leftist partie s  

m ade  th em s elves  appear as  leaders  of th e  

m ovem ent and repeatedly tried to im pos e  th e ir 

line  on th e  general as s em blie s . In m any cas e s  th e  

lack  of a different,radical view  w as  obvious  

s ince  a big part of th e  anarch ist scene  refus ed to 

tak e  part in such  as s em blie s , practically 

abandoning th e  field to th e  reform ists .

During th e  m obilisations  m any students  w ere  

radicalis ed and in m any cas e s  th e  dem ands  

rais ed w ent beyond student is sue s  adre s s ing 

de eper social problem s . Th e  governm ent in th e  
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Be lle vue
Th e dry toilets  of Bellevue

I love to go to th e  toilets; Ye s  it's  a big th ing in 

m y life . And m y arrival on th e  plateau of th e  

1000 cow s  is  not w ith out cons e q uence s  on th e  

acceleration of th at pleasure  : I've to tell you 

about th e  dry toilets  of Bellevue . First of all 

obviously, it's  an alternative to th e  m as s ive 

pos s ibly dam aging us e  of a precious  re source  –  

w ater. Secondly, it properly value s  organic 

w aste , political stance of transform ation ( 

fertilizer for exam ple) Also it provide s  a new  

w ay of th ink ing about cleanline s s , th e  non-odor 

attitude ... [Th e  “body-w ith out-organs ” ?, look  for 

Antonin Artaud] in relation to one 's  ow n life . 

And th en, h e re  th e  toilets  are  build in such  a w ay 

th at th ey h ave becom e a real place of 

contem plation, of m editation, of s ilence ( w h ich  

W h en Lotte arrived and directed us  to th e  open 

field oppos ite  th e  Tannerie s  s q uat, I th ough t a 

stream ing video w ork s h op in th e  open field 

w ould be  intere sting. After a w h ile I realis ed th at 

it w as  about scream ing. W e pas s ed by a group 

m e eting and w alk ed furth er so as  not to disturb 

th em  but soon w e  reach ed th e  borders  of th e  

open field and th e  h ous e s  started to appear.

W h en w e  found a spot th at felt com fortable w e  

m ade  a circle and started to discus s  th e  

w ork s h op. Lotte introduced h e r idea, scream ing 

is  related to w om en and to h ysteria. H ysteria is  

an illne s s  invented by a m an called Freud, 

th e refore  it could be  said to h ave be en invented 

by m en.

For m e  th e re  is  a de ep fe eling of break ing th e  

accepted social be h aviour w h en scream ing. Th at 

m ak e s  m e  very scared of be ing allienated 

th rough  percieved m adne s s . O ne  of Lotte's  

proposal w as  to scream  in a crow ded room  or in 

th e  m iddle of a m e eting. If one  of us  felt 

opre s s ed in a m e eting s h e  could start scream ing 

and th e  oth ers  w ould follow .

After scream ing in th e  field I felt a w onderful 

s ens e  of releas e . I spok e  w ith  Ana a spanis h  girl 

participating and s h e  said 'ye s  your face h as  

ch anged, your expre s s ion is  really relaxed'. I 

noticed th e  face s  of som e  of th e  oth er girls h ad 

ch anged too, Je s s ica an Am erican girl w h o 

norm ally h as  a sw e et but unexpre s s ive face h ad 

a tint of w ilderne s s  in h e r eye s .

I felt th at som e  of th e  ego barrie rs  I h ad 

constructed w ith in m ys elf as  a re sult of social 

form alitie s  relaxed. I saw  th e  oth er w om en in a 

different w ay.

I h ave learnt a lot in th is  w e e k  th rough  s h aring a 

com m on living w ith  m any different people from  

different place s  and countrie s . It h as  m ade  m e  

th ink  about be h avioural patterns  ingrained in 

m ys elf th at som etim e s  m ak e s  com m unication 

w ith  oth ers  very difficult.

Th is  is  a com m unity of people th at nurture s  th e  

h um an spirit over social form alitie s . During th is  

w e e k  w e  h ave be en h aving m any m e etings  every 

day to discus s  th e  different topics  all of us  care  

about. Social injustice , th e  environm ent. W e 

h ave dis scus ed h ow  to connect th e  different 

struggles  and netw ork s  to m ak e  th e  m ovem ent 

stronger.

Th e  w orrie s  are  th at th e  m ovem ent is  scattered. 

In all th e s e  years  of international gath erings , 

talk ing m e etings , prote sts  and direct actions  w e  

h aven't be en able to construct a solid block  to 

stop th e  ravage s  th at radical capitalism  im pos e s  

on our live s  and th e  environm ent.

O ne th ing I personally learnt in th is  PGA 

m eeting, m y first international gath ering, is  th at 

th e re  are  a lot of us  and th at our w ill to convert 

th e  actual system  into a m ore  h um an one  is  a 

strong one . Alth ough  our aim s  m anife st into 

m any different w is h e s  and dream s  w e  h ave a lot 

in com m on. Th ere  is  a strong de s ire  to re -

connect w ith  th e  h um an e s s ence  of th e  w orld.
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th at th ey h ave becom e a real place of 

contem plation, of m editation, of s ilence ( w h ich  

doe sn't nece s sarily m eans  lack  of nois e s , as  

peace  w ouldn't be  total abs ence  of of w ar...), 

h um . Th e s e  toilets  are  rais ed up w ith  stunning 

view  of th e  plateau, th e  fore st, plant life , 

gre enery, vitality...

H m m , it m ak e s  m e  so h appy, it's  alm ost too 

m uch ... Th e  abus e  of s igh , of th is  solitary and 

life -giving breath  offered by th e  toilets  of 

Bellevue .

Birth / pregnancy th em e

DAY 2

Report of th e  “Pregnancy/Birth ” w ork s h op, 

anim ated by Isabelle and Carole. Sunday 

m orning; on th e  August 20th  Bellevue

W e are  w elcom e in th e  h ut by Isabelle and 

Carole, tw o persons  clos e  from  th e  DOULAS 

m ovem ents  (“°s ervant°” ancient gre e k ) and Am a 

(“°m oth er°”). Th e  DOULAS are  m edical 

belongings , unlik e  m id-w ive s . W e rath er are  

girls, a boy am ong us .

Th ey are  introducing th e  m orning w ith  th e s e  

strong topics : OVER M EDICALISATION 

pregnancy and birth  OVER TAKING CARE of 

th e  role of th e  future  m oth er, th en th e  ch ild 

Que stion of th e  patient RIGH T (Th e  autonom y 

of th e  patient related to h ealth , neglected or 

badly inform ed m edical profe s s ion...) As  an 

exam ple: Ne ith e r ultrasound or blood te sts  are  

com pulsory w om en can also refus e  vaginal 

touch , system atic and often intrus ive Pregnancy 

declaration is  not com pulsory, it is  only a 

form ality to obtain, for exam ple ch ild benefits . 

Th e  s even com pulsory vis its  can be  m ade  by th e  

m id-w ive s .

TH E CH O ICE OF GIVING BIRTH  AT H OM E:

+ O ften, th e  social and m edical pre s sure  related 

to th is  de s ire  s e em s  to discourage th e  parents  for 

th e ir first pregnancy. A pre s sure  th at th e  

radicalism  of th e  ch oice  h elp to overtak e : listen 

to our de s ire , trust one s elf. + Allow s  th e  non 

OVERPROTECTION us ed in h ospitals and 

clinics : To do not eat, do not go to th e  toilet... 

+ Allow s  to as k  one s elf th e  q ue stion of th e  

POSITION; th e  lying dow n pos ition (us ed in 

clinics  and h ospitals) is  called into q ue stion: Th e  

s it dow n pos ition is  by far m ore  natural for th e  

com ing out of th e  baby, as  w ell as  th e  m oth er's  

w ork . Furth erm ore , it allow s  th e  com panion to 

accom pany th e  m oth er's  body, to carry it, to 

touch  it... Th is  pos ition cancels all th e  

'm anipulator' be h avior from  doctors  during 

clas s ical ch ild birth . + Allow s  to be  at h om e , in 

th e  m iddle of its  odors , colors ... To sleep 

togeth e r, all th re e , th e  m oth er, th e  fath er,th e  

baby...w ith out nay brutal and us ele s s  s eparation 

w ith  th e  entourage and th e  birth . To be  in 

private . + Allow s  to regain th e  ow n tak ing care  of 

th e  pregnancy.

TH E CH O ICE OF GIVING BIRTH  AT H OM E 

ENTERS W ITH IN AN APPROACH  OF 

SH ARING AND M EETING W ITH  ONESELF:

+ To tak e  in m ind th at a ch ild tells us  th ings  

about our pregnancy + To inform  one s elf about 

th e  different approach  at th re e , th rough  

'h aptonom ie ' (?) for exam ple: + To tak e  into 

cons ideration th e  “ch ild birth ” of th e  placenta. 

+ To tak e  th e  tim e  for talk s , to tell about its  fears , 

its  h ope s  w ith  th e  accom panist of th is  adventure , 

but also betw e en h e r and h e r com panion.

During th e  m orning, tw o q ue stions  are  opening 

tow ard new  th ough ts , such  as :

+ Th e  accom panim ent during “non as s isted 

birth ”, th at is  to say th at parents  are  alone during 

th e  ch ild-birth . Th is  practical experience  is  legal 

but com plicate s  som etim e s  th e  follow ing. As  an 

exam ple, once, for a birth  declaration, th e  police  

h ave be en contacted to pick  up th e  w h ole fam ily 

to m ak e  sure  th at everyth ing w as  alrigh t.

    * + Th e  accom panim ent of a pregnancy w h ich  
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w ould not end up (h e re , th e  abortion is  th e  

starting point of th e  talk ):

          o o It is  counting for noth ing! Ne ith e r as  

an e s s ential tim e  w h ich  exists  for th e  w om an and 

m an bodie s ' or as  a m om ent w h ich  som etim e s  

s h ifts ...: o During th e  abortion, th e  com panion 

doe s  not h ave th e  righ t to be  pre s ent. o During 

'datation' ultrasound, w e  do as k  sugge st to 

explain w h at h as  be en s e en. Th is  approach  of 

non inform ation is  pre s ent during th e  w h ole 

preparation of th e  abortion. o Th e  ane sth etist 

encourage s  to a global ane sth e s ia during th e  

intervention: Th is  w ay, you w on't h ave any 

m em ory of it. o During all th e s e  m e etings , you 

are  cons idered as  a patient w h o h as  a dis eas e  to 

re solve, and to re solve q uick ly. It is  all about 

tech nicality. o Abortion at h om e  is  forbidden o In 

a social w ay, w e  are  lost around th is  act. Th e  

w om an and th e  m an cannot cons ider w h at th ey 

are  going th rough  only if th ey are  already into an 

approach  of consciousne s s  of th e  pre s ent tim e . 

O nly if h im  and h e r w is h  to live entirely w h at 

th is  fertility evok e s  to th em . It is  lik e  if th e  

pregnancy interruption w as  not th ough  w ith  a 

project, a project w h ich  m odify often w h e re  w e  

are . A pregnancy, even stopped, h ave to find h e r 

place in h e r existence , w h atever can th is  

existence  last: To k e ep in m ind w h at is  going on, 

w h at is  h e re , to tell us  w h at is  not. 

General Situation and Evolution

« oh , it 'S raining, tak e  cover », « no, in th e  end 

th e  sun's  com e out, let's  go to th e  lak e  », « s h ould 

w e  m ak e  th e  party outs ide? », « no, don't w orry, 

w e 'll organis e  to leave for th e  room  in Villard »... 

th e re  you go, th at w as  th e  w eath er.

But, apart from  th at, w e  are  a good forty or so 

people living and sleeping h e re , a few  m ore  

m aybe  w h en ne igh bours  com e by to eat or attend 

a w ork s h op, a lot m ore  during th e  party or in th e  

projection of th e  film  « Alerte  à Babylone ». Th e  

official language is  French , not one  non-french  

speak ing person h as  turned up, telling us  in 

advance or not. Th is  w as  not such  a big problem , 

as  th e  w aiting list w as  long. And it didn't reduce  

th e  divers ity of participants , w h o cam e from  th e  

countrys ide  and th e  city, th os e  w ith  an in depth  

k now ledge of th e  PGA or th os e  totally ignorant 

of th is  political space, fans  of m arath on 

discus s ions  or th os e  look ing m ore  for practical 

w ork s h ops ...

Finally, th e  autonom y found it's  place just as  

m uch  in th e  discus s ion of a text from  Foucault 

on th e  role of m edical pow er to control 

populations , as  in th e  th ings  done  for th e  first 

tim e : starting up a ch ainsaw , m ak ing 50 k ilos  of 

bread, m ak ing your ow n tooth paste , recognis ing 

plants . And in th e  s elf exam ination of your 

genitals, or th e  s h aring of experience s  of be ing 

confronted w ith  psych ological suffering. 

Autonom y is  also found in everyth ing th at gave 

ideas  or exam ples , such  as  th e  Z apatista system  

of h ealth care  or th e  m aterial organisation of 

Longo M aî.

Th is  doe sn't h appen w ith out tak ing into 

cons ideration our lim its : th e  abs ence  of an 

alternative to m ental h ospitals for cris is  

s ituations , th e  absurdity of look ing for autonom y 

(s elf production of food or energy...) w h en 

nuclear, genetic or clim atic th reats  are  so clear. 

So w e  exch anged som e  stuff, w e  im provis ed, w e  

spok e  about a critical accom panying delegation 

to th e  m ental h ospital, of th e  nece s s ity of joining 

political prote sts  w ith  th e  construction of 

alternative s .

Th ere  w ere  also som e  points  w h ich  rais ed a little 

debate , such  as  th e  w ays  th at w ork s h ops  w ere  

facilitated, or th e  fem inisation of th e  spok en 

language, or also th e  q ue stion of w h eth e r w e  
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h ave to s end our ch ildren to sch ool. Anoth er 

q ue stion w as  th e  us efulne s s  and relevance of 

tak ing m inute s , m ak ing film s , tak ing ph otos . Is  

th e  im portant point not to live in th e  pre s ent, be  

in th e  place th at you are , w ith out alw ays  h aving 

to th ink  about w h at w ill com e out of it, w h at 

trace s  you are  going to leave be h ind? And w h at 

lie s  be h ind th is  anxiety of not k now ing 

everyth ing th at w as  said in th e  oth er w ork s h ops  

or th e  oth er place s? Is  th e  e s s ence  of a w ork s h op 

really recorded in th e  m inute s?

Collective autonom y is  also form ed by m utual 

protection, th rough  w ays  to com m unicate non-

violently and attention to our bodie s  (m as sage s , 

w ak ing up and falling asleep sw e etly, vocal 

im provisation).

In th e  end, everyone spent th e  w e e k  gath ering 

h e re  a piece  of inform ation, th e re  a piece  of 

k now ledge . Th e  last th ing to do is  decide  w h at 

could em erge  at a collective level. Tw o 

perspective s  w ere  draw n out, w h ich  w ere  

prom is ing as  m uch  as  th ey w ere  fragile . O f 

building th ings  up locally on one  h and, as  th e  

participation of local people in th e  w ork s h ops  

w ill encourage us  to talk  w ith  each  oth er, 

constructing projects  bas ed on s h ared political 

reference s  and fe elings , be  th ey pos itive or 

negative . O n th e  oth er h and, increas ingly 

concrete  discus s ions  w ere  h appening around 

q ue stions  of m aterial production, of collective s  

both  rural and urban, etc. W h at w ill com e out of 

it all? Let's  s e e  at th e  end of th e  w e e k ... or in ten 

years .

*** Loïc
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   * === A foray in s earch  of m edicine  h e rbs  w ith  

Th ie rry Th évenin === 

Bellevue, PGA, August 2006 

w w w .h e rbe sdevie .com

Th ere  are  nearly 6000 specie s  of plants  in 

France, of w h ich  about 1800 grow  in Lim ous in. 

Tak e  a guide  to local flora w ith  you. A good one  

on local and w ild plants  is  Pierre  Lieutagh i : Th e  

book  of us eful plants , s h rubs  and tre e s , Ed Acte s  

Sud. Plants  tell th e  story of th e  past and th e  

pre s ent of a given place . Th ey are  a re spons e  to 

th e  specific ne eds  and lim itations  of soils and 

place s . Th e  functions  th ey perform  for th e  earth  

are  often very s im iliar to th os e  th at th ey perform  

for us  as  m edicine s  and rem edie s . Th ey h ave a 

long lasting im pact, for exam ple, gors e  is  a s ign 

of a fore st or w oodland th at h as  be en overgrazed, 

and you can still s e e  th is  50 years  later.

Th e  political is sue s  of psych ological suffering

***

Peoples  Global  Action Conference , August 2006, Bellevue, Lim ous in, France Psych ological suffering 

w ork s h ops  Non exh austive Report

***

Psych ological suffering w ork s h ops  w ere  anim ated by Alain Rie s en, e rgoth erapist w ork ing at th e  m om ent 

in Geneva in an alternative structure  of care  psych ologically suffering (Arcade  84). Th is  is  a living place, 

of care  and activity opened on th e  city and its  inh abitant-e -s , propos ing re staurant, ph otograph y studio, 

com puter lab, w riting lab, etc. Alain Rie s en pos s e s s e s  an experience  in h ospital m ilieux and psych iatric 

outpatients  facilitie s .

W e approach ed a num ber of th em e s  during th os e  w ork s h ops , notably s h aring our experience s . Th is  report 

is  far from  be ing exh austive, but it pre s ents  a certain num ber of cours e s  to better approach  psych ological 

suffering.

***

Plan

I Pre s entation by Alain Rie s en
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    * 1/ A few  reference s  on th e  political context in Sw itzerland 2/ Clinical and m ental h ealth  politics  3/ 

Re s istance s  and struggles  of patient-e -s  

II Que stions/repons e s

    * 1/ Efficiency of antipsych iatric alternative s  2/ Secondary effects  of neuroleptics  3/ W h y th e rapeutic 

com m unitie s  are  not developed 4/ Understanding psych iatric cris is  5/ Path w ays  to « h ealing » 6/ 

prEvention 7/ Environem ent 8/ Relations h ip to addiction 

III A few  bibliograph ic reference s

    * 1/ O n th e  critiq ue  of psych iatric 2/ O n antipsych iatry 3/ O n th e  struggles  of patients  4/ O n th e  

critiq ue  of w ork / h ealth  relations h ips  5/ O n th e  structure s  of w h ich  Alain Rie s en participate s  

***

I PRESENTATION BY ALAIN RIESEN

***

1/ A few  reference s  on th e  context in Sw itzerland

Tw o ideological tendencie s  are  m ore  and m ore  dom inant in Sw itzerland and influencing th e  politics  of 

public h ealth  : populism  and neoliberalism . Populism  de s ignate s  a political force  s im ilar to th e  national 

front in France . It repre s ent 15 to 20 % of th e  electorat and colors  national politics .O ne  of its  tech nics  of 

s e izing pow er cons ists  in stigm atis ing certain categorie s  of th e  population. Strangers  and dis enfranch is ed 

populations  are  th e  exam ples  denounced as  sonstituing th e  caus e s  of sw is s  problem s . Since  last years , 

people living w ith  psych iatric disorders  are  also be ing stigm atis ed, cons idered as  « re spons ible » for 

budget cris is  and social cris is  factors . All th e  social, political, h um an dim ens ion of psych ological 

suffering is  born. Sim ultaniously, neoliberalism  puts  into q ue stion th e  social politic of th e  state . It's  a 

m atter of conditions/ fram e  of w ork , notably social s ecurity m eans  and th e  protection of w ork e rs . Th os e  

righ ts , acq uired by social struggles , are  cons idered by Capital as  an obstacle to profit and com petition. So 

th e  tendency is  for low er taxe s  and an extens ion of th e  m ark et: Th e  Privatisation of social s ervice s  and 

th e  dim inis h m ent of h ealth  and education budgets .

2/ Clinical and m ental h ealth  politics

In th e  18th  Century th e re  w as  a profound transform ation of th e  perception of m ental h ealth . W e can 

cons ider th e  French  revolution of 1789  as  a k ey turning point in th is  evolution. Before  th at people 

pre s enting psych ological troubles  w ere  cons idered to be  « pos e s s ed by dem ons  ». Th ey w ere  generally 

confined, for th e  evil to be  excorcis ed. From  1789  a tentative explanation w as  developed to understand 

psych ological troubles  in a m ore  rational m edical w ay. Th e  « pos e s s ed » becam e patients . H ospitals for 

th e  alienated w ere  created.

    * H ow ever patients  w ere  generally cons idered as  incurable, irre sponsable, or even dangerous . 

Interventionist tech niq ue s  w ere  : confined, re straint jack ets , and slow ly progre s s ing to m edicative 
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tech niq ue s . Th e  discovery of antidepre s sants  and neuroleptics  int h e  20th  Century introduced a ch ange of 

th e  institutional m ech anism . Letting m ore  efficient psycological cris is  m anagem ent. Little by little, 

h ospitals opened th em s elves  to te h  outs ide  (for exam ple, bars  w ere  rem oved from  room  w indow s .) But a 

lot of people spent decade s , or even th e ir w h ole live s  in h ospital; a totalitarian institution in th e  w ay it 

doe snt only tak e  ch arge  of th e  psych ological aspects  of a person, but h is  w h ole life . 

Concerning th e  clas s ification of psych ological troubles  th e  dom inant m odel w h ich  h as  becom e prevalent 

th rough out th e  W e st is  th e  m odel called Bio-psych o-social. It clas s ifie s  th e  psych ological troubles  into 

th re e  groups  :

Th e  troubles  of th ough t (sch tzoph renia, psych os is ...). Th os e  are  th e  m ost grave ailm ents , w h ich  affects  

one s  capacity to th ink  fre ely, w ith  a certain logic. Th ey m odify a person's  identity som etim e s  brutally. 

Th ey're  generally accom panied by visual h allucinations , sm ells, sounds , experienced as  th e  person's  

reality, but not percieved by th os e  around th em . Th is  can go until delirium , lik e  pers ection delirium , 

om nipotent delirium , etc.Th os e  are  extrem ely intens e  interior experience s . Unim aginable to th e  com m on 

s ens e . Th os e  effects  are  near to th os e  of LSD and oth er psych otropics .

Th e  troubles  of m ood (depre s s ion, bi-polar...). Th os e  are  longterm  m odifications  of m ood (los s  of de s ire , 

appetite , sadne s s ...). Th os e  depre s s ions  can be  reactional (after a death  or an accident...) or endogeonous  

(pers istant depre s s ion, im pos s ible to find its  caus e). Th e  troubles  of em otion (nervos is , ph obias , obs e s s ive 

com puls ive troubles ...). Th os e  are  uncontrolled reactions  of fear or anger w h en facing a certain s ituation. 

W e are  all subjects  of nervos is  to som e  degre e .

Th e  caus e s  of th e  troubles  are  extrem ely difficult to e stablis h . Th e  diagnostic is  very com plex and 

length y. O ne  advice : avoid h asty judgem ent on persons  experiencing psych ological troubles , m ost of th e  

tim e  w e  are  m istak en! In th e  cas e  of th ough t troubles  w e  dont alw ays  k now  scientifically w h y a certain 

percentage of th e  population in all civilisations  s e em s  to develop th e s e  type s  of trouble (approxim ately 

1% of th e  population). W e only h ave h ypoth e s is  lik e :

Genetics  : w e  w ould h ave according to our gene s  th e  predispos itions  for troubles  of th ough t. It's  a w ell 

funded m ajor direction of neuroscience  re s earch . Environtm ental context: Fam ilial, profe s s ional, or social 

conditions  can play a rôle as  « stre s s e r », catalys ing th e  troubles . For instance for young adults 

psych otropics , or faraw ay travels (loàs s  of reference s , intens e  experience s) can play th e  rôle of catalys er.

But w e  m ust ins ist on th e  fact th at th os e  are  only h ypoth e s e s , th e re  is  no scientific certitude  So bew are  of 

prejudgm ents!

Corncering th e  contem porary clas s ical institutional m ech anism ; w ith out going into too m uch  detail th e  

m ental h eath  s e rvice s  are  organized by geograph ical s ectors , regrouping s ector a certain q uantity of 

population (100 000 persons  for instance). Each  s ector regroups  a dispostive em ergeny room , day center, 

th e rapy center, s h ort-term  h ospitalisation, and general practice , etc...

Concerning intervention tech niq ue s , th e re  also, w ith out going in th e  details, w e  m ust note th at th ey are  

plural : m edication ( for instance neuroleptiq ue s  cut th e  delirium  acting on th e  nervous  system , but do not 

re solve th e  caus e s  or th e  delirium ), th e  psych oth erapeutic approach  (im proving th e  com pre h ens ion and 

th e  psych ic functionning), th e  cognitivo-com portem ental approach  (m odifying th e  com portem ent of th e  

patient to act on th e  trouble), th e  psych o-educative approach  ( for exam ple h elping th e  patient to identify 
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w h at catalys e s  th e  psych ological troubles , in order to prevent th e  cris is).

3/ Patients  re s istance s  and struggles

Th e  year 19 68 gave place to a radical critiq ue  of psych iatric institutions  w h ich  h as  notably be en fed by 

th e  w ork  of M ich el Foucault, Erw ing Goffm an or Robert Castel (s e e  th e  bibliograph y below ). Th is  

conte stion h ad an em inam ently political ch aracter, becaus e  it as s im ilated psych iatric care  to social 

repre s s ion, th e  asylum  and carceral dim ens ions .

    * Th e ir critiq ue s  w ere  concretis ed th rough  a collection of th e  experienced alternative s . For exam ple in 

France; th e  institutional psych oth érapy (Tos q uelles , 19 84) trie s  to prom ote th e  developpem ent of th e  

relational th erapie s  as  e s s ential to give back  th e  parole to th e  patients . Th e  institutional dispos itive is  th us  

concieved as  a space  of care , and no longer as  a confinem ent or control of th e  patients . In England 

(Barne s  and Berk e , 19 73), th e rapeutic com m unitie s  rece ive th e  patients  in psych iatric cris is  by lim iting 

th e  us e  of ph ys ical re straint and m edication. It's  about not bridle th e  expre s s ion of th e  patients , but create  

living space s  w h e re  th e  person can live, go th rough  h is  w h ole delirium , h is  ow n h istory of insanity, to « 

recover ». In Sw itzerland, th e  th e rapeutic com m unity (Soteria, Berne) h as  be en created in 

com plem entarity of th e  clas s ical institutional dispos itive . Entering in em ergency h ospital, th e  person in 

cris is  can ch oos e  betw e en a clas s ical internm ent (confinem ent, injection, q uick  exit of th e  cris is) or a 

dispos itive relationally intens ive : th e rapeutic com m unity w ith out m edication, or w ith  little m edication, 

in calm  surroundings  w h e re  th e  person is  alone but protected 24/7 by a nurs ing personnel. For th e  person, 
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th is  dispos itve is  m ore  difficult, longer, but it lets  h im /h e r understand w h y s h e/h e  live s  th is  delirium . Th is  

let th e  patient reappropriate  h im s elf th e  w ay of m anaging cris is . In Italy, th e  clos ing of th e  psych iatric 

h ospitals (Basaglia, 19 70) to th e  benefit of th e  socio-sanitary facilitie s  pre s ent on th e  territory and th e  

general h ospital h as  prefigured th e  im portant developem ent of th e  interm ediary structure s  in Europe : 

h om e s , protected apartm ents , accom panied individual apartm ents , care  s e rvice s  and as s istance at h om e , 

social and solidary com panie s , s e rvice s  for th e  prom otion of th e  righ ts  of th e  patients , creation of patients  

groups , space s  for profe s s ional training and for specialis ed job placem ent, m e eting place s  and place s  of 

artistic creation, le isure  organisations  and com m unity cultural space s . All th os e  realisations  h ave a 

com m on denom inator : th e  struggle against discrim ination and exclus ion of people suffering from  

psych ic troubles . 

Concerning th e  patients  struggles , w e  m ust note in Sw itzerland th e  creation of collective s  of persons  

living or h aving lived w ith  psych ic troubles  (as sociation « th e  Experience  », as sociation ATB, as sociation 

of « voice  h earers  », as sociation « w ith out voice  »). Generally acting from  w ith in th e  clas s ical 

institutions , th e s e  as sociations  try to reform  th e  psych iatric dispos itive s , to m ak e  autoritarian practice s , 

ph ys ical and sym bolical abus e  of patients  disappear. A lot of dem ands  concern too th e  identity of th e  

suffering person : exit th e  repre s entation of th e  s ick / sane  person to recognis e  th e  s ingularity of one 's  

experience , politically participate in decis ions  concerning th em , develop autonom y and m utual support, 

develop k now ledge of th e ir ow n psych ic troubles .

***

II Q& A

1/ W h at is  th e  efficiency of th e  antipsych iatric experience s  in relation to th e  « clas s ical dispos itve » ?

Com parative scientific studie s  don't exist. Epidem iological studie s  cost very m uch  : one  h as  to study 

m eticulously h undreds  of file s  over a long period of tim e  (at least 10 years). It exists  at least one  study 

realis ed in Lausanne on th e  « efficiency » of th e  clas s ical psych iatric dispos ive concerning sch izoph renia 

( trouble of th  th ough t). Approxim atively; th is  study s h ow s  th at, over th e  long term , a th ird of th e  patients  

recover or clearly im prove h is  s ituation, a th ird stabilis e  h is  state  at a given m om ent, a th ird s e e  h is  

troubles  getting w orst, w h ich ever th e rapeutic m eth od is  persued.

2/ W h at are  th e  s econdary effects  of neuroleptics  ?

Th e  « first generation » of neuroleptics  h ad strong s ide  effects  : s h ak ing ( som etim e s  uncontrolable), dry 

m outh . Th e  « s econd generation » of neuroleptics  h ave a lot les s  s econdary effects . Th e  neuroleptics , to 

stop psych iatric cris is , intervene  on th e  fantasm atic th ough t production, on th e  im aginary. Som e patients  

live very badly th is  im pre s s ion of an « em otional no m an's  land », and as k  to stop th e ir treatm ent for th at 

reason. Th e  neuroleptics  h ave effects  on com m unication and socialisation : slow ing dow n of th ough t, 

trouble w ith  concentration, los s  of m em ory, difficultie s  planning one 's  life  and m ak ing ch oice s . It can be  

im portant, to obs e rve th e  progre s s  of th e  troubles  of th ough t, to create  « th e rapeutic w indow s  ». It 

concerns  th e  progre s s ive dim inuation of th e  treatm ent, under m edical control, to obs e rve th e  progre s s  of 

th e  patient. Let's  rem ind to bew are  th at treatm ent m odification m ust be  done  by a m edical crew . Th e  m ost 

im portant is  to never stop a treatm ent abruptly, becaus e  of th e  ris k s  involved. In som e  cas e s , th e  treatm ent 

can last all life .
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3/ W h y aren't th e  th e rapeutic com m unity experience s  generalis ed ?

Several h ypoth e s is  can be  avanced. Th e  ideological difficultie s  : th e  prim acy, th rough  th e  h ealth  

profe s s ionals, of clas s ical approach e s , oriented notably in direction of neuroscience s , at th e  expens e  of 

th e  relational approach e s . Th e  econom ic difficultie s  : for a given patient, th e  th e rapeutic com m unity costs  

m ore  th an a psych iatric h ospital, becaus e  it ne eds  a m ore  im portant m edical crew . Social difficultie s  : th e  

em otional burden is  very h eavy to carry for th e  th e rapeutic crew , it re q uire s  de ep ch ange s  in one 's  ow n 

life , and create s  fears , fears  of be ing sw allow ed up after supporting th e  patient so long and so closely.

4/ H ow  to get th rough  cris is  ?

We h ave th e  duty of care  tow ard a person w h o can com m it s elf-h arm  under th e  effect of psych ic troubles . 

Th is  s ituation is  m ost of th e  tim e s  delicate, becaus e  th e  person in delirium  can refus e  any treatm ent as  

long as  s h e/h e  is  not convinced, de eply, of th e  reality of h e r/h is  delirium . It's  h ow ever im portant th at th e  

person find h e r/h im s elf in a protected place . If th e  person is  already follow ed by a psych iatrist, s h e/h e  

m ust be  directly contacted. Th e  pick -up ch arge  by a intitution allow s  to stop th e  cris is , avoid th e  point of 

non-return, calm  th e  s ituation, and begin a relation w ith  th e  th e rapist.

5/ W h at are  th e  h ealing path s  ?

To develop com m unication, to break  up isolation, to support th e  suffering person in building a pos itive 

s elf-im age . It can occur th rough  ph ys ical, artistic expre s s ion, w riting, etc., but also by th e  fe eling of 

be ing us eful in a living com m unity, in a social group w h ich  h appens  th rough  w ork  or oth er activitie s . It' a 

a m atter of recover a s ens e  to life . It's  also im portant th at th e  person, w ith  th e  h elp of a profe s s ional, can 

w ork  on th e  understanding of th e ir extraordinary circum stance s  (cris is , troubles ...) th at s h e/h e  live .

6/ W h at are  th e  pos s ibilitie s  for th e  prevention of psych ological suffering for th e  person's  k in ?

A few  path s  : gath ering inform ation on th e  psych ological troubles , e specially via th e  internet ; 

re s earch ing potential treatm ent facilitie s , in order to find a treatm ent th at fits  th e  suffering person, w h e re  

th e  person can live w ith  different people th an th e  usual surrounding, m ak e  concrete  activitie s , do not stay 

alone ; talk  of th e  s ituation w ith  a suffering person ; try to identify th e  s igns  th at lead to cris is  ; s earch  for 

com plem entarity betw e en institutions , profe s s ionals, and th e  support of fam ily and friends .

7/ H ow  to im prove th e  relations  betw e en th e  suffering person and th e ir com m unity ?

O ften, th e  com m unity trie s  to play a rôle. Each  person is  at th e  sam e  tim e  fam ily, friend, th e rapist, 

as s istant, social as s istant, cop, attendant, etc. Th is  leads  to very difficult s ituations  to live in ! It's  

im portant to find ow n's  proper place, th ank s  to th e  care  of th e  m edical crew . In any cas e , th e  support 

com m unity doe s  not e scape  from  th e  m alais e , from  th e  culpability, from  th e  understanding. O ne  s h ould 

h ow ever fe el afraid to expre s s  h is  fe elings , to be  h one st w ith  th e  suffering person. Th e  w orst is  w h en th e  

person fe els perm anently obs e rved, scrutinis ed, w atch ed for any s igns  of th e ir condition w ors ening. 

Bew are  also of th e  s elf-fullfilling proph ecy of repeating th at a person is  going to fall again in cris is , or to 

be h ave as  if, it increas e s  th e  ris k  of falling.

8/ Th e  psych ological suffering can be  accom panied w ith  addictions  (alch olism ; etc). H ow  to h elp th e  

person th at w is h e s  to stop us ing drugs .
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Very often, th e  reactions  of th e  com m unity and th e  society in relation to defeat are  negative : 

reproach m ent, m ock ery, fatalism , etc. H ow ever, it's  th e  exact oppos ite . Studie s  s h ow  th at it ne eds  s everal 

trie s , and so s everal failure s , to succeed to com e out of addiction. Th e  m ore  th e  person attem pts , th e  

better are  th e  ch ance s  of succe s s . H e re 's  w h y one  doe sn't h ave to tak e  re sponsability, but in contrary 

congratulate th e  persons  w h o attem pt brak e  th e ir addiction, becaus e  soon or later th ey'll succeed.

***
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Returning to th e  discus s ions  on th e  suburbs  and 

h ow  to deconstruct th e  norm ative discours e s  th at 

govern us

Th is  year, th e re 's  be en a lot of actions  at th e  

Reynerie . H ow  to continue  th e s e  actions  and 

m otivate m ore  people ? A lot of as sociations  

dem ands  lik e  Reflets  follow ing th e  national 

m us ic fe st organis ed at th e  Reynerie .

Work  h as  first to be  done  on th e  th em e  « w e 're  

not going to carry th em  th e  good w ord ». It's  a 

m atter of deconstructing a prem ade  discours e . 

Not w ait also th at th e  events  to fire  up to act. 

Som e discus s ions  h ave tak en place at Sans -Titre s  

after th e  riots . Th e  m ain obs e rvationw as  to say 

th at it w as  us ele s s  to to act in precipitation. Th e  

q ue stion is  rath er to create  long term  connexions . 

O ne  h as  to rem ind th e  h istory of th e  relations  

betw e en tow n and suburbs .

Th e  q ue stion to as k  ours elves  first so is  a bit lik e  

« w h at m ak e s  th at w e 're  driven to prejugem ents , 

w ith  prem ade  discours e s  ? » W e h ave to expre s s  

our fears , in relation to th e  lack  of re spect for our 

intim ate space . Th is  fear can be  m anaged notably 

w ith  th e  h elp of discus s ion groups .

Th e  m alais e  of a first confrontation com e s  from  

both  s ide s , caus e  by th e  us e  to different m ode s  of 

expre s s ion. Talk ing about th e  prejugem ents  can 

also h ave th e  oppos ite  effect by creating new  

psych ological barrie rs . W e m ustn't forget also th e  

collective subconscious  about th e  suburbs , 

created w ith in an educational and m ediated 

contexte .

Th e  door to door is  a efficient w ay to m e et and 

h as  allow ed to rapidly create  connections . Th e  

listening w as  big on th e  part of th e  inh abitants , 

break ing th e  prejugem ents , break ing notably th e  

usual veiled understanding, of th e  youngster w ith  

sport s h oe s , th at th e  m as s  m edias  convey.

Th e  subm is s ion of w om en is  an understanding 

com ing out of th e  (still too m uch ) pre s ent social 

context. At th e  exam ple of th is  group of ve iled 

w om en of th e  Reynerie , w h o intervened by 

tak ing th e  guns  of th e  anti-crim inal police , 

during th e  national m us ic fe st. Th e  m as s  m edias  

in fact constructs  social closure .

Th e  m alais e  also exists  in a strong m anner for 

th e  people of th e  suburbs  w h o com e dow ntow n 

by th e  fact th ey us e  oth er m ode s  of expre s s ion. It 

is  indispensable to pas s  by a ph as e  of 

deconstruction of th e  cultural baggage s . Th e  

cultural baggage draw s  its  origin in our « roots  ». 

W e s h ould accept th em , and not pacify th em  w ith  

a « french  w ay » integration. Th e  m ajority of th e  

young rioters  spok e  in th e  m ainly about th e ir 

roots .

Th e  greate st danger is  to talk  of an egalitarian « 

w e  », and not tak ing in account of th e  difference s  

to better adm it th em . Figh ting against uniform ity 

is  e s s ential.

Toulous e
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Birth  Announcem ent

Som e person, m ore  or le s s  bas ed in Lyon, really enjoyed announce you th e

 birth  of a very young

SAM BA !!!
Th e sam ba w ork s h op, anim ated by people of Ryth m s  of Re s istance Paris  and Berlin, allow  to catalyze th e  

energie s  to continue  th e  struggles , in Lyon and everyw h ere  !

W e h ope  th at th is  sam ba w ill tak e  th e ir first steps  during dem os , or actions , in a few  w e e k s , or m onth s , if 

all goe s  w ell...

Pe ople 's  Gourm e t Action Pre s e nts :  Ve ge table  curry
(All th e  m enus  are  calculated for 100 people)

Recipe :       

Ch op th e  onions  and fry th em , leave as ide . 

Ch op th e  cabbage and fry it, leave as ide . 

Cut th e  potatoe s  into cube s  and fry th em , leave as ide .

 Cut th e  sw e et peppers  and carrots  into slice s  and fry th em , add th e  onions  th en 

th e  cabbage and finally th e  potatoe s . M ix all th e  spice s  and add th em  

progre s s ively and k e ep tasting. Add th e  tom atoe s  cut into big piece s .

 Cover w ith  w ater. Sim m er and taste  from  tim e  to tim e , add som e  spice s  if 

ne eded. 

H ot curry sauce : (Put gloves  on!)

 Rem ove th e  s e eds  of th e  ch ilis  and ch op th em  very finely.

 Crus h  th e  garlic. M ix th e  tw o in sunflow er oil. 

Add th e  re st of th e  spice s  or m ix som e  m ore  if ne eded. 

Apricot ch utney M ix in a pan th e  apricot jam , th e  vinegar, th e  crus h ed garlic 

and th e  ginger. Stir until it boils . Fry s e sam e  s e eds  w ith out oil until litely 

brow n. Serve th e  sauce s  s eparately w ith  th e  curry.  

      Pilaw  Rice
Recipe :     Fry th e  onions  on low  h eat until golden 

Add th e  rice  after m easuring its  volum e in a big bow l W h en it's  all oily, 

add tw ice  it's  volum e in w ater Add salt, turm eric and pepper to taste  

W h en h oles  appear on th e  surface of th e  rice  and w ater is  under th e  level of 

th e  rice , put a lid on th e  pan leave to s im m er five m ore  m inute s  and th en turn 

th e  gas  off. 

Serve w h en th e  rice  h as  absorbed all th e  w ater.
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bonus

Ingredients : 

Cabbage 7 k g 

O nions  3 k g

 Potatoe s  2 k g 

Carrots  7 k g 

Tom atoe s  5 k g 

Sw eet peppers  1 k g

 Sunflow er oil 1 liter 

Salt, pepper to taste

 M ild curry 100 g 

Turm eric 100 g 

Cum in 100g

 Coriandre  100 g

 Apricot jam  2 big pots

 Garlic 2 bulbs

 Vinegar ½ glas

 Ginger 100 g

 Se sam e  s e eds  100 g 

Ingredients : 

R ice           7 k g

O nions      0.5 k g

Sunflow er oil  ¼ litre  

Turm eric     50 g

Salt peper to taste




