




bellevue

prése ntation of th e  h oste  place :

W e  are  a colle ctive  of se ve n adults and tw o 

babie s . W e  h ave  be e n living in a farm  locate d on 

Le  Plate au de  M ille vach e  (700m  alt., Lim ousin, 

ce ntral France ) for one  ye ar. Som e  of us gre w  

up in citie s , oth e rs in th e  countryside .

Th e  fore sts th at cove r th e  surrounding h ills 

once  s h e lte re d one  of th e  first units of th e  

Fre nch  Re s istance  during W orld W ar II. Fifty 

ye ars ago, th e  te ach e r of a ne arby village  

re fuse d to se rve  w h e n h e  w as drafte d for th e  

W ar in Alge ria. Th e  w ar m e m orial in anoth e r 

village  is one  of th e  fe w  pacifist m e m orials in 

France : afte r W orld W ar I pe ople  de cide d to 

e ngrave  “Maudite  soit la gue rre ” (“Dam ne d be  

w ar”) on it. Since  th e n, it’s said th at pe ople  

h e re  do not allow  th e m se lve s to be  push e d 

around. Since  th e  se ve ntie s , pe ople  h ave  

re gularly com e  from  citie s to se ttle  in th is land 

and try out m ore  autonom ous w ays of life : 

s h are d bulk  buying, se lf-built h ousing, 

alte rnative  pre ss, organic farm ing, coope rative  

saw m ill, dive rse  sorts of non-m one tary 

e xch ange s (sw ap, barte ring...), e tc.

W e  are  inte re ste d in th e  spirit of th e se  practice s 

for its political conte nt, e ve n if th is conte nt is 

not e xplicitly state d. Th e  social ne tw ork s 

associate d w ith  th e se  practice s h ave  also be e n a 

gre at h e lp to us in se ttling in th e  are a.

W e  draw  from  it, as w e  fe e d it, som e th ing to 

e nforce  our colle ctive  proje ct: w e  are  be ginning 

to obtain autonom y w ith  re spe ct to th e  

capitalist syste m  and th e  state . For m any 

re asons, th e  countryside  is an appropriate  place  

for th is; so w e  cam e  h e re . More  th an food se lf-

production (in th e  farm  th e re  are  curre ntly 

se ve n goats, four be e h ive s, rabbits and poultry, 

a big ve ge table  garde n, a bre ad ove n and som e  

of us w ant to start cow -m ilk  production), w e  

also ne e d to organise  on a large r scale  for 

Mate rial autonom y am ong capitalist w orld.

W e w ant to speak about self-

governance and autonomy. 

W h at it m e ans politically for us 

to be  inde pe nde nt from  th e  

State  and th e  m ark e t. 

Se lf-gove rnance  m e ans to be  able  to de cide  th e  

rule s and institutions ne ce ssary to colle ctive  

life , w h ate ve r it is for a sm all group, a 

com m unity, a group of com m unitie s, a re gion... 

To de ve lop a political se lf-gove rnance  w ith out 

m ate rial autonom y doe sn't m ak e  se nse , it's 

probably not possible .

Mate rial autonom y m e ans for a pe rson, fam ily, 

group or com m unity to answ e r th e ir ne e ds 

w ith  a m inim um  com pulsion, th e ir ability to 

ch oose  th e  com pulsions cre ate d by th e  w ay 

th e y satisfy th e ir ne e ds.

To sh orte n th e  com pulsions le ads to re duce  

de pe nde ncy tow ard spe cific source s of goods 

(state , m ark e t,...) as m uch  as to build a 

diffe re nt w orld w ith  its re lationsh ips, tools...

Around th is ce ntral que stion com e  points 

about th e  link  be tw e e n th ough ts and concre te  

w orld, 

Th e re  are  que stions about w h o w e  w ant to 

produce  for (our ow n com m unity, frie nds, 

pe ople  from  th e  sam e  re gion, pe ople  th at w e  

don't k now ) and w h at link s w e  w ant to h ave  

w ith  th e  pe ople  w ith  w h o w e  are  conne cte d to 

satisfy m ate rial ne e ds.

Be lle vue

In Be lle vue , th e se  q ue stions about autonom y 

le ad to e xpe rim e nt concre te  practice s, am ong 

th e  group of pe ople  living h e re , and link e d 

w ith  pe ople  from  th e  re gion (m ountains, in th e  

ce ntre  of France ). W e  e xpe rim e nt diffe re nt 

w ays of e xch ange s for th e  bre ad, th e  h ay and 

baby/ch ildre nsitting.



e ve ryth ing th at is m ore  difficult or le ss 

inte re sting to produce  at h om e  such  as cloth e s, 

m e ans of transport, book s... W h ile  ne ce ssary, 

th is q ue st for m ate rial autonom y is not for us an 

e nd in itse lf. In variable  proportion according to 

individuals in th e  colle ctive , th e  obje ctive  is (1) 

to dism antle  th e  capitalist syste m , (2) to m ak e  it 

possible  to build a life  fre e  of th e  constraints 

im pose d by our inte gration w ith  th e  capitalist 

e conom ic syste m  and by conform ity to State  

rule s, (3) to cre ate  appropriate  conditions in 

orde r to fre e  ourse lve s from  re asoning and 

be h aviour e m bodie d by ye ars of e ducation. W e  

h ave  th ough t out our inte rnal organisation in 

orde r to lim it pe rsonal spe cialisations and to 

favour sh aring of sk ills and k now le dge . Th e  

colle ctive ’s m e m be rs rotate  th e  daily task s 

(m ilk ing th e  goats, w ash ing up, account 

k e e ping, yogh urt and bre ad m ak ing, e tc.). 

De cis ions are  m ade  by conse nsus during w e e k ly 

m e e tings.

Our m ove  to th e  countryside  is not only 

politically m otivate d. It is also a re sult of 

disconte nt about tow n life : prim arily conce rn 

about pollution and lack  of space . Som e  of us 

lik e  to say th at concre te  is an insulator; it cuts 

th ose  w h o live  in it off from  th e  source  of th e ir 

m e ans of subsiste nce  (e ne rgy, food...). Th e y add 

th at tow n is not appropriate  for life . Our 

countryside  is also a place  w h e re  th e re  is space  

to live  and a com m unity spirit to m ak e  a be tte r 

life . Th e  w ay w e  ch oose  to live  allow s th ose  w h o 

w ant to, to find a rh yth m  and a pace  of life  th at 

suite s th e m . Th e y can fully fe e l spring starting 

up and th e  pause  announce d by th e  arrival of 

w inte r.

H aving said th is , m any q ue stions still arise . 

Am ong th e m : H ow  do w e  organise  th e  

re lationsh ips be tw e e n individuals, pairs and th e  

colle ctive ? W h at e ducation for th e  k ids? H ow  to 

ge t th e  ne ce ssary m one y w ith out th e  

constraints im pose d by th e  outside  w orld? H ow  

to e xch ange  w ith out trading w ith  pe ople  close  

to us? H ow  to balance  be tw e e n our w ill to avoid 

pe rsonal spe cialisation on one  h and and to 

e nsure  q uality and continuity in th ings w e  do on 

th e  oth e r h and?

W e  discove re d spe cific le gal status of prope rty 

in Lim ousin, le gally com m on lands for a village  

or group of h ouse s. W e  w itne sse d th e  cre ation 

of  « Société Civile  Im m obilière  Ch e m in 

Faisant » w h ich  is a tool for land acce ss.

And th e  practice  le d to furth e r que stions :

1)W h y w e  w ant to produce  

locally th ings w e  ne e d ?

Be cause  w e  don't w ant to e xploit th e  w ork  of 

oth e r pe ople  w h o did not ch oose  it (w ork e rs 

from  h e re  and m ainly from  poor countrie s).

And altoge th e r be cause  w e  fe e l be tte r be ing 

conne cte d w ith  our e nvironm e nt, to be  pre se nt 

and live  th e  w h ole  proce ss of production (from  

goatbirth  to ch e e se , from  th e  tre e  to th e  

h ouse , from  th e  se e d to th e  tin).

In our re gion, w e  w itne ss th e  contradictions of 

capitalist production, be ing a nature  re se rve  

for urban w ork e rs to re ch arge  th e ir batte rie s 

and survive  longe r in urban h e ll. In opposition 

w ith  th e  bucolic picture  of « good artisanal 

and local product », ve ry fe w  th ings are  

produce d h e re . And e ve n for e xam ple  th e  cow s 

are  se nt to Italy to be  fatte ne d.

Th e re  is th us a m e aning to produce  h e re  in 

orde r not to im port all our goods and to 

re cre ate  a link  be tw e e n w h at w e  e at, th e  

obje cts w e  use , th e  h ouse  w e  live  in and th e  

pe ople  w h o grow  th e  ve ge table s, w h o sh ape d 

our table s or w indow s.

2) W h ich  de pe ndancy-ie s do 

w e  ch oose  ?

W e  are  not able  (or w e  don’t w ant ?) to 

produce  locally all th e  th ings w e  use  for living. 

Th at m e ans w e  still ne e d m one y : for pe trol, 

w ate r, ph one  and e le ctricity, and all sorts of 

tools w e  w ant/ne e d. In th at w ay, w e  stay 

conne cte d to th e  capitalist syste m , profit and 

com pe tition.

But w e  can ch oose  w h at sort of m e an w ill 

bring us m one y, and w h ich  conse que nce s it 

cre ate s.



W e  can se ll our production ; to th e  tourists 

(only during a sh ort tim e  in th e  sum m e r), or to 

pe ople  e lse w h e re  in citie s, re ady to pay m uch  

for organic products. Th e  proble m  w ith  th is 

com e s from  th e  type  of re lationsh ip w ith  th e  

consum e rs, th e  fact th at our products ge t 

transform e d as « norm al m e rch andise s on th e  

capitalist m ark e t ».

W e  can de pe nd from  th e  « taxpaye rs citize ns » 

th ank s to social h e lps (RMI, fam ily 

allow ance s,…). Th is solution offe rs to us m uch  

tim e  to do non-profitable  activitie s. But th e  

m ain proble m  com e s from  th e  look  of oth e r 

pe ople , th e ir criticism , and th e  fact th at som e  

w ill e ve n not acce pt to spe ak  w ith  us.

W e  can ch oose  to w ork  e lse w h e re , ge t a paid 

job out from  our unive rse . But th e n, th e  sh ift 

be tw e e n th ose  unive rse s can be  ve ry difficult to 

m anage .

W e  can finally ch oose  to se ll our productions to 

pe ople  close  from  us, ge ograph ically. Th is is a 

good solution on an e th ical le ve l : w e  find a 

place  locally w h ile  producing for th e  local 

pe ople . It fits w ith  our « local autonom y » 

ph ilosoph y. Th e  ne gative  side  is th at it w ill 

ne ve r bring us e nough  m one y, be cause  local 

pe ople  are  not rich . And also th at w e  th e n 

cre ate  a « produce r-consum e r » re lationsh ip 

w ith  our ne igh bours, th e  sam e  w ith  w h ich  w e  

w ould be tte r lik e  to cre ate  a com m on unive rse .

Th at le ads to de ve lop m ore  pre cise ly th e  type  of 

re lationsh ip w e  w ould lik e  to cre ate  and sh are . 

3) W h at sort of e xch ange  for 

w h ich  products ?

W e  w ould lik e  to w onde r about th e  type  of 

re lationsh ip cre ate d by diffe re nt type s of 

e xch ange  :

th e  trade  e xch ange , w h ich  m e an product 

against m one y 

th e  trade  e xch ange  w h ich  m e ans product 

against product, th e  value  of th e  products 

e stim ate d follow ing th e ir price  on th e  m ark e t 

th e  e xch ange  base d on anoth e r scale  of value s, 

discusse d be tw e e n th e  pe ople  w h o e xch ange  : 

w ork ing tim e , use … e xch ange  w ith out 

re ck oning, e stim ate d pe rsonally by th e  pe ople  

e ngage d in it (follow ing th e  frie ndsh ip, th e  

de sire  to h e lp th e  oth e r pe rson, com m on 

inte re sts…). For e xam ple , I de cide  to give  you 

h ay so th at you can go on w ith  your activitie s.

W e  don’t spe ak  in th is list about giving be cause  

it’s a spontane ous act w h ich  doe sn’t m e an th e  

w ait for som e th ing in re turn… alth ough  our last 

e xam ple  is ve ry close  from  th e  principle  of 

giving.

Be yond th e  re lationsh ip, it’s inte re sting to se e  

th e  political m e aning of th e  diffe re nt e xch ange s.

Th e re  is th e  link  be tw e e n a produce r and a 

strange r (som e one  w h o pays w ith out giving 

anyth ing from  h im /h e rse lf), inte rde pe nde nce  

link , trust, re connaissance  of th e  pe rson 

th rough  h is/h e r production. W e  le ave  th e  w orld 

of obje cts to spe ak  about th e  pe ople  be h ind. 

Th e  q ue stion of h ow  to e xch ange  is re late d to 

w h ich  of com m unity and com m on : w ith  our 

are  w e  conne cte d, and w ith  w h o do w e  w ant to 

be  conne cte d ?

4) W h at com m unity, w h ich  

com m ons ?

« Com m ons » and « com m unitie s » are  

th ings, prope rtie s organize d and prote cte d in 

com m on. Th e y are  use d to answ e r social ne e ds 

by non profit m e ans. Th e y pe rm it a dire ct 

acce ss to social w e alth , dire ct be cause  non 

proce e ding by m ark e t and com pe tition. Th e  

com m ons are  ne ce ssary cre ate d and supporte d 

by com m unitie s, w h ich  m e ans social ne tw ork s 

of m utual h e lp and solidarity. 

Th e re  e xist dive rse  sorts of com m ons. Th e y 

e m e rge  ofte n from  struggle  against 

privatization, pollution… W ith  e xpe rim e nt 

concre te  form s of com m ons : pie ce  of land 

use d as a colle ctive  garde n, bre ad ove n ope n to 

th e  ne igh bours, sh are d cars, th e  village  spring 

w h e re  th e  w ate r is good and fre e . Lands w ith  a 

spe cific local status w h ich  are  ow ne d in 

com m on by a village  or sm all group of h ouse s.

Th e  dire ct e ffe ct from  th e  struggle  for th e  



Discrim ination and social or e conom ic 

e xclusion, w h ile  pre se nt in m ost socie tie s , are  

particularly active  in th e  curre nt dom inant 

syste m .  Th is is be cause  th e  syste m  is base d 

on individualist com pe tition, social inse curity, 

fe ar of oth e rs, and on a tribal m e ntality: social-

cultural groups, nationalis, xe noph obia, and 

inte rre ligious conflicts.

De spite  social w e lfare  program s and ch arity 

organisations w h ich  allow  pe ople  to survive  

m ate rially, th e se  attitude s and m e ch anism s 

k e e p w e ll-ide ntifie d pe ople  on th e  m argins of 

socie ty; th e  h om e le ss, fore igne rs, poor gh e tto 

youth , pe ople  labe lle d as "w e lfare  case s", 

"m e ntally h andicappe d", "w ith out 

q ualifications", "une m ploye d", "w ith out 

pape rs" ...

Th e se  pe ople  are  force d to ch oose  be tw e e n 

tw o alte rnative s: figh ting for ye ars in th e  h ope  

of se e ing be tte r days, or re s igning th e m se lve s 

to th e  ass istance  and de pe nde nce  

re lationsh ips w h ich  de prive  an individual of 

th e  m aste ry of h e r e xistance  and of th e  se ns 

th at sh e  w ould w ant to give  to h e r life .

Various groups, som e  distant and som e  close  

to th ose  w h o are  m arginalise d by th e  dom inant 

socie ty, atte m pt to libe rate  th e m se lve s from  

th e  syste m  in orde r to construct th e ir live s 

base d on th e ir com m unal value s and th e ir 

utopias.  Th e ir life style s are  a bre ak  w ith  and 

are  ofte n in opposition to th e  dom inant value s, 

life style s and re lationsh ips.

W h o tak e s on such  an adve nture ?  Is th e  

possibility to fre e ly ch oose  our  path  base d on 

th e  se nse  th at w e  w ant our live s to h ave  

re se rve d for th ose  w h ose  social back ground, 

e ducation, e xpe rie nce s and re ading h ave  

facilitate d a ce rtain consciousne ss, th e  se arch  

for alte rnative s and th e  capacity to construct 

w ith  oth e rs th is "oth e r possible  w orld"?

In th e  city or in th e  country, are  our 

"alte rnative " or "autonom ous" e xpe rie nce s 

s h are d w ith  pe ople  w h o suffe r from  social 

m arginalisation rath e r th an ch oosing it? Can 

w e  go be yond th e  natural groupings of pe ople  

w h o are  socially or culturally sim ilar to cre ate  

a com m on h istory? W ith  w h at goal in m ind?

Are  social struggle s and figh ts for th e  acce ss 

to righ ts of e ve ryone  th e  only possible  m e e ting 

grounds of solidarity and com m on action? Are  

th e re  oth e r e xch ange s to e xplore , oth e r 

actions to carry out toge th e r? On w h ich  

ground?  Can a Turk is h  pe asant e conom ically 

e xile d into a Europe an gh e tto te ach  a ne o-

rural pe rson to grow  pe ppe rs or h ow  to live  

w ith  fe w  m ate rial goods?  Can a rap w ork s h op 

unite  young pe ople  dre sse d in Nik e s and 

anarch ist sq uatte rs? Can som e one  w h o live d 

on th e  stre e t find ple asure  in building a te nt 

w ith  oth e rs in an e nvironm e ntal and h um an 

e nvironm e nt th at is le ss aggre ss ive ? Can a 

group of une m ploye d pe ople  cre ate  a se lf-

com m ons is a lim itation of capitalist 

accum ulation. It h e lps m ak ing e xist place s or 

goods w h ich  can not be  e xploite d for profit or 

use d for individual inte re st. It give s a stable  and 

lasting ground for se ve ral ge ne rations of a 

com m unity.

In orde r to cre ate  and organize  th e  prote ction of 

a « com m on », w e  ne e d to bring pe ople  

toge th e r and de fine  w ays to tak e  part to th e  

com m unitie s and de cision m ak ing proce ss. 

Com m on doe sn’t m e an « ope n to anyone  » but 

ope n to pe ople  w h o re cognize  th e m se lve s in a 

proje ct, com m on value s or com m on land, 

conne cte d pe ople .

Th at’s w h at w e  w ant to th ink  about : w h ich  

tools bring in com m on to incre ase  m ate rial 

autonom y : garde ns, m e adow s, ove n, m ill,… 

And w ith  w h o ? All th e  pe ople  from  th e  sam e  

village  ? A ne tw ork  of pe ople  sh aring th e  sam e  

value s ? It is difficult to cre ate  a com m unity 

only on a land basis, follow ing our e xpe rim e nt. 

But th at basis is e sse ntial if w e  don’t w ant to 

spe nd all our tim e  com m unicating w ith  pe ople  

far aw ay (transport, inte rne t,…).

From  M arginality to Autonom y



m anage d alte rnative  busine ss?

H ow  do w e  se e  oth e rs?  Are  w e  capable  of 

going be yond th e  labe ls, or are  w e  also 

prisone rs of social conditioning?

Isn't sim ply ask ing th e se  q ue stions a m atte r of 

e stabling distinctions inorde r to go be yond 

th e m ?

In our attitude s, our pe rsonal and colle ctive  

functioning, w h ich  be h aviors facilitate  

ope nne ss, and w h ich , on th e  contrary, im pose  

code s, norm s, language , judge m e nts th at 

e xlucde  th ose  th at don't sh are  th e  code s from  

th e  be ginning?

Can pe ople  w h o are  in trouble , or w h o h ave  

lost th e  se nse  of th e ir life , ge t a ne w  start in an 

alte rnative  colle ctive  living arrange m e nt, 

w h e re  th e  w e lcom e , th e  h um an re lationsh ips, 

th e  activitie s , and th e  s h are d se nse  allow  

oth e rs to find th e ir place , e ith e r te m porarily or 

in th e  long te rm ?  Unde r w h at conditions?

W h e re  s h ould th e  com prom ise  be  m ade  

be tw e e n rapidly advancing our ow n proje cts 

and spe nding th e  tim e  to construct w ith  pe ople  

w h o are  ve ry diffe re nt from  us?  H ow  can w e  

cre ate d balance d re lationsh ips th at tak e  into 

account th e  stre ngth s and w e ak ne sse s of all, in 

orde r to avoid th e  w e lfare  aid and pate rnalism  

of th ose  w h o th ink  th e y k now  w h at's good for 

all?

Can com m unal life , lik e  m any alte rnative  

e nte rprise s th at unde r pre ssure  to be  

productive , re produce  th e  se le ction and 

e xclusion th at afflict th e  job m ark e t?

Can th e  se arch  for "anoth e r alte rnative  w orld", 

th rough  concre te  e xpe rim e nts

to live  and w ork  toge th e r, bring about re al 

social ch ange  w ith out tak ing into conside ration 

th e  m e ch anism s of e xclusion th at k e e p pe ople  

from  alte rnative  possibilitie s?  Or is it a vain 

utopia m e ant to sooth  our conscie nce  w h ile  w e  

h ave  our com m unal adve nture ?

Th e  w ork s h op w ill atte m pt to re spond to som e  

of th e se  q ue stions (and m any oth e rs), 

conce ntrating on th e  s h aring of th e  

e xpe rie nce s of e ach  pe rson indiffe re nt conte xts 

and close ly link e d to our visions of th e  w orld 

and th at w h ich  w e  w ant to ch ange  in it.

Th is topic w ill be  discusse d in Be lle vue ’s 

de ce ntralize d e ve nt.

Bodie s , care s and socie ty : autonom y in h e alth

Th e  follow ing q ue stions can’t be  bypasse d in 

our se arch  for autonom y, and th e re  are  m any 

re asons for th at. W e ’re  talk ing about our ow n 

h e alth , of course , h ow  do w e  tak e  care  of it ?, 

W h at’s at stak e  ? W h at about it’s im pact ?, 

w h at’s th e  link  be tw e e n h e alth  and our 

socie ty’s and e nvironne m e nt’s h e alth  ?

Th at’s w h y th is subje ct w ill be  tack le d not only 

in te rm s of re fle ction &  se lf-q ue stioning, but 

also w ith  practicals and k now le dge -e xch anging 

w ork s h ops.

Ge ne ral Approach

Mak ing sym ptom s disappe ar to im prove  our 

h e alth  only se e m ingly re ve als th e  de m ands of 

our socie ty : th e  unlim ite d cult of th e  be autiful 

and th e  strong to com ply pe rform ance  and 

re ntability de m ands. Th e se  sym ptom s are  th ose  

of our de ph asing in front of a socie ty w ith  

h igh ly path oge nic (not to say cance rige ne ) 

functionm e nts.

Factors w h ich  are  m aintaining us w ith in th ose  

m e ch anism s and participate  in alte rating our 

ph ysical, psych ic and social h e alth  : 

industrialisation, te ch nologic and scie ntific « 

progre sse s », nucle arisation, w age -e arning, 

urbanisation, our w ays of life , re lation to tim e , 

Autonom y in h ealth



introduction to various practicals.

Let th e ch ildren 

free th em selves

I live  in a colle ctive  farm  in Lim ousin and I h ave  

be e n te ach ing in various e le m e ntary sch ool for 

five  ye ars. Som e  w e re  traditional, oth e r m ore  

original lik e  th is one  in a poor are a, w ith  a 

colle ctive  m anage m e nt and ne w  e ducational 

practice s. I h ave  also be e n in th e  Ce le stin 

Fre ine t m ove m e nt for five  ye ars. I h ave  w ork e d 

th is ye ar in a “m e dico-e ducational institute” w ith  

k ids from  8 to 11 w h o are  said “m e ntally 

de ficie nt w ith  be h aviour trouble s”.

I m ainly sh are  Sylvie  analysis about today sch ool 

and its function. I lik e  th e  ide a of a socie ty 

w ith out sch ool be cause  I th ink  th at e ve rybody 

sh ould be  conce rne d by e ducation of ch ildre n 

and th at w e  s h ould put an e nd to spe cialisation. 

Do w e  re ally ne e d e ducators to e ducate , cam p 

councillors to fram e  k ids in sum m e r cam ps or in 

social ce ntre s ? All th e se  occupations w h ich  

appe are d te n ye ars ago re ve al th at th e  aim  is to 

pre ve nt individuals from  controlling th e ir live s. 

Th e se  activitie s w h ich  conce rne d com m unitie s 

as a w h ole  are  now  th e  re sponsibility of a fe w  

pe ople .

On th e  oth e r h and, I w ould not de fe nd th e  ide a 

of h om e  sch ooling or no sch ooling. I th ink  it 

m ak e s fam ily th e  ce ntre  of live , w h ich  m e ans to 

re place  an institution by anoth e r one . One  

som e tim e s conside rs fam ily as an instinctive  

form  of social organisation w h ich  guarante e s a 

prope r affe ctive  and psych ological de ve lopm e nt 

of ch ildre n. Th is is again a w e ll anch ore d social 

norm . By living in a colle ctive  w ith  a fe w  

ch ildre n, m y im pre ss ion is th at love  is th e  only 

condition for a ch ild to blossom .

To conside r th e  fam ily as a ne ce ssary space  for a 

ch ild to blossom  is lik e  conside ring th at th e  

couple  is th e  only condition for individuals to 

blossom . Fam ily is be tte r to re produce  

traditional role s and de te rm inations th an h e lping 

th e  individual to incre ase  its autonom y. All th e  

m ore  as dom inations are  h ard to q ue stion inside  

th e  fam ily be cause  th e re  are  se e n as natural.

Il th ink  it is im portant th at ch ildre n can spe nd 

loosing our life  e arning it, m e ans of 

subsistance , m ove s, insulation (facing dayly 

m anage m e nt, th e  place  of de pe ndant and 

th e n non-productive  pe rsons in dise ase , 

h andicap or old age ) e tc…w ith  all th e  rupture  

of social and fam ilial bonds ge ne rate d, and 

e ve n a ce rtain disconne ction w ith  ourse lve s, 

w ith  our natural biologic cycle s, w ith  our 

natural e nvironne m e nt (w ith  Moth e r Nature  

as som e  m igh t say).

Me dico-ch e m ico-ph arm ace utic assistantsh ip, 

in addition to se condary e ffe cts’ lim its and th e  

fact th at it’s not re solving all, disch arge s us of 

our re sponsibilitie s , disposse sse s us. So it’s 

ne ce ssary to conside r m ore  large ly its 

incide nce  on socie tie s and e nvironne m e nt. 

W h at are  ph arm ace utical industry and 

re se arch  re pre se nting ? W e  can alre ady e vok e  

th e  e nvironne m e ntal im pact in te rm s of 

production and consum ption, and th e  

plunde ring of traditional socie tie s by life  

pate nting.

W h at k ind of re lation do w e  h ave  to h e alth  

and dise ase , th at one  w h ich  unde rlie s our 

re lation to life , and de ath  ? Isn’t pain an alarm  

signal too, w h ich  inform s on w h at’s going 

w rong, h e lp us to re act, live  be tte r, de coding 

our body’s m e ssage s (w h y th is proble m  or 

th at function or part of our body) ? It’s 

pre cise ly m inding th e  re al origins of a pain 

th at w e ’ll able  to cure  it.

Follow ing topics w ill 

particularly be  de ve loppe d 

w ith in th  w ork s h ops :

• Que stioning occide ntal m e dicine  : re lation 

to dise ase , body, bodie s’ social control 

(m e dical pow e r, food se curity, ris k  ze ro, 

e te rnal youth ...).

• Autonom y w ith  re gard to ph arm ace utical 

industry by constituing alte rnative  

ph arm acie s : savage  plants and ance stral 

re m e die s , from  th e ir pick ing to th e ir 

transform ation,...

• Autonom y w ith  re gard to psych iatric 

institutions : W h e re  doe s m adne ss be gin ? 

H ow  can com m unity tak e  care  of suffe ring 

pe rsons ?

• Re -appropriation of th e ir body by w om e n 



tim e  in space s outside  th e  look  of adults w h o 

usually live  w ith  th e m . Ye s, sch ool is not th e  

only place  able  to propose  such  space , but I 

h ave  m e t m any ch ildre n h appy to com e  to 

sch ool be cause  it allow s th e m  to be h ave  

diffe re ntly from  h om e . I h ave  notice d th at 

m any pare nts w ould lik e  to k now  e ve ryth ing 

about th e  life  of th e ir ch ild. I h ad to e xplain 

th e m  th at th e y s h ould acce pt th at th e ir 

ch ildre n h ave  a se cre t life .

It is im portant for k ids to be long to a colle ctive  

w h e re  th e y build th e m se lve s in re lation to 

oth e rs. Ch ildre n m ust be  able  to ch oose  w h o 

th e y w ant to build colle ctive ne ss w ith . Adults, 

e ith e r th e y th e ir pare nts or th e ir te ach e rs, 

m ust not de cide  or try to influe nce  th e m . In th e  

city, social classe s do not re ally m ix at sch ool. 

It is le ss true  in rural sch ools. Alte rnative  

sch ools gath e r ch ildre n w ith  th e  sam e  social 

back ground. It is q uite  th e  sam e  about th e  

unsch oole d ch ildre n.

Th e  m ost im portant for m e  is h ow  w e  conside r 

ch ildre n. Ch ildre n are  conside re d for w h at th e y 

w ill be  and not for w h at th e y are , th e y w ill 

unde rstand w h e n th e y are  olde r. As Cath e rine  

Bak e r says, “ch ild is a proje ct, a proje ct of h is 

pare nts, of pe ople  around h im , of socie ty”. It is 

se e n as natural th at adults are  supe rior to 

ch ildre n. Ch ildre n are  se e n as w e ak  and 

ignorant be ings w h o m ust be  e ducate d.

Ch ildre n’s w ords m ust be  re -conside re d. 

Ch ildre n sh ould be  th e  first to m ak e  de cis ions 

about w h at conce rns th e ir live s. Th e ir w ords 

are  ofte n conside re d as m oving or e xce ptional 

w h e re as it is th e ir w ay to inte rve ne  on th e ir life .

W h at is to be  done  today th e n ? I h ave  no h ope  

to ch ange  th e  e ducational syste m  from  inside . 

In m y utopia, sch ool w ould not e xist anym ore . 

As a te ach e r, I h ave  live d ve ry nice  and m oving 

m om e nts am ong a te am  w h o w as w ork ing 

toge th e r w ith  fam ilie s, in a sch ool w h e re  

ch ildre n’s w ords w e re  tak e n in account, a 

sch ool inte grate d in th e  ne igh bourh ood life … I 

h ave  also fe lt isolate d in oth e r place s, 

disguste d by th e  abse nce  of re spe ct tow ards 

ch ildre n and I se ve ral tim e s surprise d m yse lf 

by h aving be h aviour I h ate .

I am  now  in a sm all village . Te ach e rs are  not 

only te ach e rs but also inh abitant, as th e  

pare nts, th e  ch ildre n and all th e  oth e rs. 

Classe s m ix fe w  ch ildre n of diffe re nt age s and 

from  various social back grounds. It is 

conse q ue ntly th e  sam e  for th e  pare nts w h oe ve r 

th e  are  : old locals, ne w  inh abitants com e  from  

citie s , e tc. So m aybe , th e re  is som e th ing to do 

at sch ool in such  a conte xt…

Anne ga

introduction to various practicals.

Environm e ntal De struction

Capitalist Ecology: Sustainable 

developm ent or palpable 

apocalypse?

For h alf a ce ntury, th e  e ne rgy re source s 

available  on th is plane t h ave  dim inis h e d 

e xpone ntially be cause  of th e  m ore  and m ore  

e ne rgy-consum ing h um an activitie s aim ing at 

satisfying th e  so-calle d “w e ll-be ing” and 

“com fort” of h um anity. Since  19 70, th e  w orld 

e ne rge tic se tting is m utating and is facing a 

w ide -ranging cris is .

H um anity is e xploiting th e  re source s 

m assive ly inste ad of inste ad of controlling th e  

tools and m e ans of production of th e se  

re source s. Th is re sult in an ine q uity of acce ss 

to th e se  re source s: 20% of h um anity is 

consum ing 80% of th e  natural re source s. It 

w ould tak e  th e  e q uivale nt of four plane ts if 

e ve ryone  adopte d th is consum ption patte rn. 

Furth e rm ore , som e  e ne rgy re source s are  

be com ing m ore  and m ore  e xpe nsive  and 

difficult to e xtract.



Th e  conce pt of “sustainable  de ve lopm e nt” w as 

inve nte d a fe w  ye ars ago. Th is e conom ist 

ide ology (w h ich  w ill burn, w e  h ope , as fast as 

oil) aim  at m aintaining an e xce ss ive  

consum ption of e ne rgy, th e  financial inte re st 

re m aining th e  only goal of th e  industrialize d 

be llige re nts/politicians, w h ile  allow ing, using 

diffe re nt tools (te ach ing and spre ading of th e  

notion of e co-citize nsh ip; de localization and 

de ce ntralization of th e  production; financing of 

scie ntific re se arch  to m anage  th e  pollution 

cre ate d) a planning of th e ir activitie s . Th rough  

th is notion of sustainable  de ve lopm e nt, w e  are  

e ncourage d to “save  th e  e nvironm e nt of our 

plane t for our ch ildre n” and urge d to be com e  

conscious e co-citize ns so th at “Total” and 

com pany can continue  th e ir “sustainable  

e xploitation” as long as possible .

In th e  curre nt m ode l of socie ty, w e  be com e  

m ore  and m ore  trappe d in a syste m  of th ough t 

and practice s de fine d by th e  h allm ark s of th e  

unre gulate d capitalist m ark e t, w h ose  m otto is 

libe ralization but w h ose  actual conse q ue nce  is 

only de struction. Th e  e nvironm e nt is not an 

e xce ption to th is rule ; th e  w ill of th e  h um an 

race  to dom inate  its e nvironm e nt k now s no 

lim its. Inde e d: th e  so-calle d accide ntal or 

“natural” e nvironm e ntal disaste rs are  m ore  

and m ore  w ide spre ad and viole nt: Union 

Carbide  “toxic cloud” in Bh opal (19 82), th e  

e xplosion of a nucle ar re actor in Ch e rnobyl 

(19 86), th e  oil slick  of th e  Erik a in Pe n Marc’h  

(19 9 9 ), th e  e xplosion of th e  AZ F factory in 

Toulouse  (2001), th e  H urricane  Katrina in th e  

e ast of th e  Unite d-State s (2005)...

If th e  re be llion of th e  “stre e t” can be  

som e tim e s lim ite d, “nature ” doe sn’t k now  any 

lim itation in its apocalyptical de struction of 

h um anity. Th e  apocalypse  could tak e  diffe re nt 

form s, one  th at se e m s cre dible  and close  to us 

w ould be  nucle ar. W e  are  told about ne w  

“re volutionary” nucle ar plants w h e re  th e  

atom s w ill fuse , a “re volution” th at could le ad 

to th e  sciss ion of h um anity.

To survive , h um anity is facing tw o alte rnative s:

•Th e  re -appropriation of th e  m e ans and tools 

of our e ne rgy re source s and consum ption.

•Th e  m utation into “cybe r-h um ans” 

alie nate d by te ch nological progre ss, w h o w ill 

h ave  th e  s ignificant ability to absorb and re s ist 

all te rre strial e cological pollution as w e ll as all 

social and e m otional re lations.

Th ose  m e e tings w ill allow  us to discuss, 

de bate , and analyze  h ow  our capitalism  

consum ption patte rn influe nce  at e ve ry le ve l 

th e  m e ans of production and th e  use  of e ne rgy.

W e  w ill conside r th e  e cological im pacts 

(“footprint”) of all th e  e le m e nts re late d to th is 

w ay of life : alim e ntation, transport, m ate rial 

com fort… in re lation to th e ir production and 

th e ir e ne rgy consum ption. W e  w ill try as w e ll 

to unde rstand th e  k e y role  of th e  de ve lopm e nt 

of m e aningful and conscious alte rnative s to 

be com e  autonom ous in our productions and 

“de construct” th e  false  ne e ds im pose d by th e  

m ark e t. It w ill be  inte re sting to unde rstand th e  

stak e s of th ose  practice s in our q ue st for 

m ate rial and political inde pe nde nce  from  

Capitalism  and th e  State ; w h ile  k e e ping in 

m ind th at w e  all h ave  m ore  or le ss im portant 

re lationsh ips w ith  th e  polluting industrial 

te ch nological tools (ce ll ph one s, com pute rs…) 

th at w e  are  criticizing or e ve n disparaging.

W h at are  th e  lim its th at w e  are  se tting 

be tw e e n our vital ne e ds, our com fort and our 

e cological consciousne ss?

As w e  th ink  th at our q ue st for autonom y 

de pe nds as w e ll on th e  transm iss ion and 

e xch ange  patte rns th at w e  ch oose  to de ve lop 

be tw e e n us; it se e m s im portant to us to sh are  

our k now le dge  and e xpe rie nce s, w ith out 

financial aspe ct but not w ith out inte re st, 

during w ork s h ops conducte d by individuals 

w h o are  not “spe cialize d” but w h o k now  about 

e nvironm e ntal-frie ndly auto-construction 

practice s (solar boile r, ve ge tal oil pow e re d 

autom otive  e ngine , ph ytore m e diation…)

To re ad, se e , criticize  and com plete ...

Te xt

You can tell to iann (at) no-log.org if you ne e d

•"Funny W e ath e r w e 're  h aving at th e  m om e nt isn't 

it de ar?" (English )

•Oth e r te xt on:

h ttp://w w w .infosh op.org/

Film

h ttp://clim ate cris is .org/

Organisation

h ttp://w w w .w orldw atch .org/



Non violent 

com m unication

Le arning h ow  to talk  about one se lf, liste nning 

to one se lf to be  able  to h e ar and unde rstand. 

Tw o w ork s h ops w ill be  propose d (th e se  be ing 

craftm an's and in w ork ing proce ss) th rough  

e xe rcise s , sm all gam e s, [MISES EN 

SITUATION], sh arings, e tc...

re alize  w h at are  our proje ctions and juge m e nts 

in th e  aim  of passing be yond th e m  (and not 

be ing « pollute d » by th e m  or « polluting » th e  

oth e rs w ith  th e m ).

unde rstand our e m otions, w h at th e y m e an are  

re ve al, to be  conscious of our ne e ds and tak e  

care  of th e m .

Not to talk  about th e  oth e r (you...,you...), but 

m ore  about one se lf to sh are  be tte r one 's ow n 

actual e xpe rie nce s, one 's fe e lings and th e n 

unde rstand e ach  oth e r.

Training for e m path e tic liste nning, 

be ne vole ntly, e ith e r for th e  oth e rs or for 

one se lf.



Socie tie s of Control

Social Control and 

Security Policies

Social control is q uite  com ple x as it strik e s at m any 

diffe re nt le ve ls in socie ty. Control is m ainly use d by 

institutions (such  as national e ducation, fam ilie s, w ork , 

jails, police , or w ork  age ncie s) for e nh ance d m onitoring, 

h arsh e r punis h m e nt and e ducation so th at individuals 

m ay k now  “good m anne rs” and be h ave  th e m se lve s to 

be com e  one  day “h one st citize ns”. Th ose  institutions 

h ave  m any tools for re pre ss ion (justice ), stabilization 

(w ith  any k ind of m e diation, space  planning...), 

brainw ash ing (TV), m onitoring (e le ctronic surve illance , 

m icroch ips). Th e y aim  at m aintaining pe ople  passive . 

Eve ry im pulse  of ange r m ust be  re pre sse d. W h e n ange r 

is individual, th e  victim  is lock e d into a psych iatric clinic, 

w h e n it’s colle ctive  - in case  of social m ove m e nts for 

e xam ple  - pe ople  are  gasse d by riot police . Our live s are  

so controlle d, w e  w onde r w h ich  strate gy w ould be  th e  

m ost e ffe ctive : s h ould w e  s k ip social norm alization, or 

sh ould w e  rath e r de stroy it?

W e  are  e age r to discuss th e  issue  of diffe re nt se curity 

policie s in August. It is im portant for us to de fine  and 

unde rstand w h e re  th e  proble m  lie s, and to find all 

toge th e r w h at w e  can do to w ork  th e  syste m  to our 

advantage , or to de stroy it.

And th is is not th at e asy- th e re  are  m any diffe re nt 

balance s of pow e r, m any diffe re nt conte xts according to 

th e  organization, th e  diffe re nt parts pe ople  involve d play, 

notw ith standing th e  strate gie s th e y try to im ple m e nt... 

all th at stuff m ust be  tak e n into account. Th at’s w h y 

State  can not be  re garde d as th e  only re sponsible  for 

social control; th ings are  not so s im ple . Th is is a 

Manich e an approach  w h ich  focuse s on a syste m  

conside re d as a w h ole . Such  conside ration le ads to 

th ink ing th at th e  syste m  is e xte rn, w h ich  is w rong, w e  

are  parts of it, w e ’ve  grow n up into it and w e  h ave  e ve n 

com plie d w ith  its norm s, w h e n ge nde r-orie nte d attitude s, 

se xism , racism , our re lationsh ip w ith  our body, social 

h e ritage  com e  into play.

H e re  follow s a list of sugge stions for th e  discuss ions to 

com e  (fe e l fre e  to add som e !)

•Th e  diffe re nt te ch nologie s use d by th e  state  for 

pre se ntation du lie u:

La frich e  RVI e st une  très grande  

usine  désaffe ctée  : 3,5 h a de  

h angars industrie ls réinve stis par 

une  joye use  bande  d’artiste s, de  

m ilitantEs, de  rive rainEs, e t se  

targuant d’”alte rnative s”. Toute s 

le s discipline s, tous le s arts s’y 

confronte nt, coh abite nt, dans un 

m ae lström  pe rm e ttant 

l’ém e rge nce  de  nouve lle s form e s, 

lie ux, arts, re ncontre s…

Elle  re prése nte  une  e xpérie nce  

innovante , q ui insiste  sur le  

fonctionne m e nt autoge stionaire  

com m e  e xpérie nce  artistiq ue  e t 

h um aine  ; autoge stion plus ou 

m oins bie n assum ée  

colle ctive m e nt e t individue lle m e nt.

Ce t unive rs h ostile  e t dur, où l’on 

baigne  dans un e space  froid 

m étaliq ue  e t bétoné, de vie nt une  

zone  fort sym path iq ue , m élant 

toute s sorte s d’arch ite cture s -

constructions : une  sorte  de  

village  dans la ville . Ce tte  énorm e  

structure  pe rm e t la 

“com m unalisation” de  q ue lque s 

outils com m e  un ate lie r de  

sérigraph ie , un h ack lab, de s 

e space s d’e xposition, de  lie ux de  

vie , e tc ; le  partage  de  

connaissance s e t m atérie ls pour le  

travail du bois, du m étal, la 

couture , l’ e xpre ss ion corpore lle…

la frich e, lyon



Post-Colonialism

M igration Policies, Racism  and 

be tte r m onitoring and control. (Biom e try: 

th e  body as a w ay of individualization and 

control / Norm alizations th rough  m ove s and 

bodie s)

•Th e  ne w  form s of urban arch ite cture s for a 

be tte r m anage m e nt of h um an m ove m e nts 

(public place s m ore  and m ore  cle an, stainle ss, 

w ith  no life  possible , only m e ant for pe ople  to 

com e  and go)

•Psych o-ph arm ace utics as a tool for 

norm alization, and pacification. (Psych iatric 

clinics, th e  last re port issue d by INSERM -th e  

National Institute  for H e alth  and Me dical 

Re se arch - on ch ildre n w ith  h ype ractivity 

disorde r…)

•Th e  Me dias and th e ir propagandas on 

se curity (th re ats, inse curity se ntim e nt, som e  

Sark ozy’s law s…)

•Institutions and norm alization (dropping 

out from  th e  re gular sch ool syste m , de stroying 

prisons…)

Neo-Colonialsim

According to us, th e  four issue s th at follow  are  

link e d toge th e r de spite  th e ir dive rsity. You can 

not de al w ith  one  w ith out de aling w ith  th e  

oth e rs. Th e y are  h otly de bate d issue s be cause  

th e y put at stak e  individual or colle ctive  

s ituations, w h ich  are  ofte n controve rsial. W e  

ofte n w onde r about th e m , w ith out re ally 

link ing th e m  to our live s and our struggle s. 

Th at’s w h y w e  are  e age r to discuss th e m  

e arne stly- th e y are  of th e  m ost im portance .

More ove r, w e  w ould be  glad to tak e  a glance  at 

th e  im ple m e ntation of Europe an and Extra-

Europe an m igration policie s , h ow  th e y h ave  

got tough e r, h ow  dange rous th e y can be  for 

som e  pe ople , w h at w e  can alre ady do to re -act 

and re s ist... and so on, in orde r to stre ngth e n 

re s istance , to e nh ance  re action, and to 

e ncourage  solidaritie s .

Racism  (or racism s?) is still pre vailing in our 

socie tie s , on institutional as w e ll as inte r-

individual basis . H ow  can w e  face  it, and re s ist 

it? In a w ord, h ow  can w e  re act against 

racism /s?

In th e  Fre nch  conte xt, pe ople  ofte n e xplain th e  

position of som e  individuals or social groups 

– according to th e ir s ituation into de  country, or 

th e ir re lations tow ards th e  State  itse lf, or 

com paring to socie ty –  by th e  pre vale nce  or 

re surge nce  of colonialist attitude s... W h at 

about th ose  analyse s? H ow  can w e  figh t? H ow  

com e  pe ople  are  so m uch  "colonialist" in th e ir 

re lations to th e ir country, nationally spe ak ing, 

but as w e ll in th e ir re lations to "us", and "our 

ne tw ork s"?

And last but not le ast, w e  s h ould m e ntion th e  

riots and th e  oth e r de m onstrations of viole nce  

th at m ostly occurre d in suburbs and poor are as 

of France , in Nove m be r 2005, as w e ll as th e  

old struggle s th at re gularly m ak e  us m arch . 

Th ose  struggle s are  link e d to th e  th re e  topics 

w e  m e ntione d late ly, i.e . m igration policie s , 



cEsEda , y'a Bon ?

racism , ne o-colonialist attitude s and policie s 

(notw ith standing th e  police ’s be h avior, social 

and e conom ical discrim inations, urbanism …). 

Most of us fe lt e nth usiast w h e n th e  riots 

occurre d, but actually it se e m s th e re  is a gre at 

discre pancy, in France , be tw e e n m ost 

anarch ists, libe rtarians, anti-capitalists, and 

re volte d w h atsoe ve r and th e  pe ople  

th e m se lve s w h o re volte d in suburbs and poor 

are as. Th at’s w h y w e  s h ould focus on th e  

nature  of th ose  m ove m e nts. H ow  can w e  use  

th e m  to m e e t, stre ngth e n link s, solidaritie s and 

proje cts be tw e e n th e  m ost of re volte d pe ople ? 

Be side s, w e  s h ould as w e ll que stion th e  riots: 

w h at did w e  ge t, in te rm s of m e e ting, 

e nth usiasm , and q ue stionings... H ow  can w e  

fill th e  gap, and fe e l e m path y …be h ind th e  

w ords? You, pe ople  outside  of France , m ost of 

you m ay be  inte re ste d in discuss ing th ose  

m atte rs.. W h at can you add to th at, h ow  did 

you se e , h ow  did you live  th ose  e ve nts? Did 

th e y inspire  you, or q ue stion you... in w h ich  

w ay?

Antipatriarch y

W h y a focus on 

queer fem inism ?

Since  2002 Le ide n Confe re nce , th e re  h ave  

alw ays be e n atte m pts to discuss ge nde r-

orie nte d issue s, m ale  dom ination and 

h e te rose xism  at AGP’s m e e tings in Europe . In 

Be lgrade , in 2004, th e  discuss ion w as fie rce ly 

re s iste d, but

arouse d also de s ire  and e nth usiasm  am ong 

participants. Th at’s w h y th e  organize rs of th e  

confe re nce  agre e d to im ple m e nt “a focus on 

th e  figh t against patriarch y and h e te rose xism ” 

in one  of th e  citie s w h ich  w ill se rve  as 

platform s during th e  de ce ntralize d part. On 

th e  one  h and, w e  w ante d to add a focus, but on 

th e  oth e r one , w e  w ante d as w e ll th is issue  to 

be  part of th e  w h ole  th e m atic.

W e  are  re ally de cide d to insist: 

th is topic can not be  ignore d.

According to us, w h o pre pare d th e  focus, th is 

is not a subje ct w e  h ave  to tak e “apart”, only 

m e ant for spe cialists. On th e  contrary, th is 

subje ct conce rns e ve rybody, e age r to live  in 

com ple te ly diffe re nt w orld.

If w e  tack le  se riously fe m inist and q ue e r 

criticism s, th e  de finition of “politics” w ill be  

gre atly ch ange d, and its pe rspe ctive s w ill be  

broade ne d. W e  alw ays com e  out w ith  classical, 

patriarch al de finitions w h ich  use d to de -

politicize  and to de -h istoricize  subje cts, lik e  

th e  body, th e  re lational, th e  e m otional, 

h ouse w ork  and se xuality...

Actually, w e  th ink  no re al antiCapitalism  and 

no re al antiState  can be  possible  if w e  don’t 

radically criticize  ge nde r re lations and 

se xuality in th e  first place .



At th e  confe re nce  th at w ill be  h e ld in Lyon, w e  

w ould lik e  to cre ate  a space  m e ant for th ink ing 

crossge nde rs, se xualitie s , racism s, 

xe noph obia, anti-Se m itism , capitalism , th e  

State  and th e  nation...

W h at (Pro) Fe m inism s?

W e  w ant to focus on th e  approach e s w h ich  

tak e  into account fe m inist and q ue e r criticism s 

on ide ntity. Th is is not only th e  proble m  th at 

e ve rybody re asons in te rm s of ste re otype s and 

ge nde r-orie nte d distributions of parts, but as 

w e ll th at som e  groups dom inate  on oth e r 

groups, w ith  th e  sam e  and acute  m e ch anism s. 

W e  w on’t fall into th e  trap: w e  w on’t talk  about 

pe ople  “oppre sse d”, pe ople  “victim s” of th e ir 

ow n com pliance  to th e  dom ination syste m . 

Th e y are  not passive , pow e rle ss victim s, w e  

w on’t h ush  th e y h ave  a re lative  autonom y. W E 

aim  at cre ating a space  for pe ople  w h o fe e l 

conce rne d, giving e ve rybody th e  possibility to 

je opardize  our ow n social position, ofte n 

re garde d as “le ading” (as w e  are  activists) and 

our com ple x ne tw ork  of contradictory re lations 

of dom ination. First, w e  h ave

to unde rstand w h o w e  are  

be fore  e xam ining th e  

proje ctions (positive  or 

ne gative ) w e  pe rce ive  in 

unk now n pe ople .

• Th e  Fe m inism  and its Link s to th e  

Industrial Socie ty

‣“Th e  Ne w  Te ch nologie s: Em ancipation... 

or Oppre ss ion and Control? Late ly, th e  

fe m inist approach e s h ave  ofte n be e n 

criticize d, on a h arsh  anti-industrial basis . 

Th e ir approach e s w e re  se e n as se condary, 

e ve n h arm ful be cause  th e y je opardize d an 

orde r se e n as “natural” and th e re fore  

salutary... com paring to th e  on going disaste r. 

W e  th ink  it could be  inte re sting discuss issue s 

such  as: w h y th e re  is a craze  for ne o-

antife m inism , w ith out forge tting th e  

e m ancipation dim e nsion (true  or not) th e  ne w  

te ch nologie s contribute  to, and criticism s as 

w e ll of w h at th e  ne w  te ch nologie s re pre se nt 

today, and th e  im pacts th e y h ave  on th e  

socie ty w h ich  produce s th e m . Diffe re nt 

cultural approach e s are  w e lcom e ! It h as as 

w e ll be e n sugge ste d th at pe ople  inte re ste d 

sh ould gath e r docum e nts on th e  subje ct.

• Fe m inism  and Racism

‣Proje ction of th e  m ovie  e ntitle d “un 



racism e  à pe ine  voile” by Je rom e  H ost. 

Actually, it could be  inte re sting, if w e  could 

find and put toge th e r cross ge nde r or w om e n’s 

groups from  not w e ste rn culture s –  m ay th e y 

only e xist, or h ave  playe d im portant parts for 

ye ars. Pre cise  propositions h ave  alre ady be e n 

m ade  for th is subje ct. Since  a fe w  ye ars, th e  

fe m inist m ove m e nt appe are d divide d on th at 

subje ct, th at’s w h y it w ould be  be tte r to w ork  

on th at, and not only be tw e e n w e ste rn activists.

‣W ork  tow ards link ing diffe re nt topics 

toge th e r. For e xam ple , th e  im ple m e ntation of 

m ach ism o and h om oph obia against “th e  

oth e rs” just to se cure  racist discourse .

• Se lf-de fe nse  w ork s h ops for pe ople , 

m e m be rs of a com m unity ofte n subje cte d to 

viole nce  (w om e n, le sbians, cross ge nde r 

pe ople )

•Contact-im provisation w ork s h ops: tow ards 

an alte rnative  body practice ?

•Space  for spe ak ing about m ono-norm ativity, 

h e te ro-norm ativity, ge nde r-norm ativity...

•Fe m inist info k iosk

•Tune  in th e  radio Program s “DégénéréE- 

l’ém iss ion pour dérange r”...

Th is is only a sm all part of th e  w h ole  conte nt 

of th e  confe re nce . H e re  follow s a list of topics 

sugge ste d (th e  list, of course , is not 

e xh austive ).

•Ge nde r, pre carity, m igration

•Racism , w e ste rnalism , se xism

•Fe m inist m ove m e nts and h istory

•Le arning from  “Black ” or “th ird w orld” 

fe m inism s

•Solidarity be h ind ch e ck points

•Econom ical/ e m otional/ se xual w ork , 

e xch ange  and e xploitation

•Ge nde rs and love , se x and e m otional 

re lationsh ips

•Cross ge nde r policy

•Th e  ge ne s is of ide ntitie s , q ue e r th ink

•Anti-Se m itism  and ge nde r

•Fe m inism s and w ays of life

•Criticism  on th e  ide a of nature

•Body-re late d norm s, th e  body and politics

Th is m e e ting w ill be  base d on th e  propositions 

and th e  e xpe rie nce s e ve ry body can bring. Do 

not h e s itate  to pop in.

Contact th e  group re sponsible  for th e  

organization at: stam p-



Reth ink ing our relationsh ips to 

ch ildh ood, to age, to sch ool, to 

know ledge...

W e  plan to se riously de vote  som e  tim e  to 

q ue stions of ch ildh ood, k now le dge , e ducation 

and re lationsh ips be tw e e n pe ople  of diffe re nt 

age s. For us, if th e  PGA de fine s itse lf as a 

platform  for struggle s against various form s of 

dom ination and discrim ination (ge nde r, pow e r, 

w ork , racism ...), th e n it se e m s to us th at m ore  

conside ration ne e ds to be  give n to "ch ildre n" 

and h ow  pe ople  of diffe re nt age s re late  to and 

participate  in our proce sse s . W h e n th is topic 

h as be e n raise d, in Be lgrade  for e xam ple , it 

w as lim ite d to pare nts discuss ing th e ir ow n 

ch ildre n. Just as racism  isn't just a conce rn of 

black  pe ople , and ge nde r issue s are n't just for 

girls, th e se  q ue stions se e m  to us to be  ge ne ral, 

cross-topic and th e ore tical as w e ll as practical.

H e re , th e re fore  are  th e  starting-points for th is 

gath e ring w h ich  can be  m odifie d and e nrich e d. 

W e  propose  to:

•re fle ct on conce pts such  as ch ildh ood, 

adulth ood, th e  le gal status of m inors, 

prote ction, pare nth ood...

•obse rve  and criticise : th e  dom ination of 

ch ildre n by adults, th e  control e xe rte d on th e m  

from  th e  younge st age s onw ards (th e  ne e d to 

ge t re sults in sch ool, focus on th e  control of 

truancy, construction of pe nite ntary institutions 

for m inors), th e  re pre ss ion th at pare nts re ce ive  

w h e n th e y do not conform  to law s around 

e ducation and social control, th e  re q uire m e nt 

for state  e m ploye e s and social w ork e rs to 

re port be h aviour th at falls outside  th e  law , th e  

ge ne ralisation of a conce ption of ch ildh ood 

w h e re  im prisonm e nt, re pre ss ion and 

m e dication be com e  norm alise d (ne w  law s on 

de linq ue nce  in France  inspire d by th e  INSERM 

and Be nisti re ports, re course  to psych iatrists 

and psych iatric m e dication, cre ating m yth s of a 

ge ne tic basis for de viance ). Face d w ith  such  

social control, h ow  can w e  go about 

constructing a re s istance  to it? Colle ctive ly, 

frayssinous

h ow  can w e  build diffe re nt re lationsh ips?

•invite  young pe ople  w h o participate d in 

social m ove m e nts th at took  place  th is spring 

to go back  ove r w h at h appe ne d, and te ll us 

h ow  it w ill continue ...

•critis ice  sch ool and th e  sch ooling of 

socie ry. H ow  sh ould w e  build and transfe r 

k now le dge ? H ow  can th e  native  curiosity of 

ch ildre n and th e ir cre ativity be  tak e n into 

account and re spe cte d? Is th e re  a role  for 

"pe dagogie s"

•re th ink  h ow  w e  approach  pare nth ood, our 

ch oice  of e ducation, our life style s, our 

rh yth m s... W e  w ill organise  little  by little  th e  

outline s of th is topic, alw ays le aving th e  

m axim um  space  possible  so th at e ach  

colle ctive  or individual can com e  and sh are  

th e ir ow n re fle ctions, practice s or struggle s.

Th e  gath e ring can e asily be com e  an 

inte re sting and ple asant occasion for ch ildre n 

if w e  m ak e  it in such  a w ay th at w e :

•look  for and organise  a place  toge th e r 

w ith  th e  ch ildre n w h e re  th e y can re lax and 

play. A calm  place , in th e  m iddle  of e ve ryth ing 

th at's going on, w h e re  th e y can live  th e ir live s.

•bring toge th e r th e  ne ce ssary m ate rial for 

various re le vant activitie s for k ids (th e atre , 

puppe ts, w ood-carving, m ak ing a playground)

•m ak e  discuss ions acce ss ible , and build a 

com m on dynam ic of re fle ction toge th e r w ith  

pre se ntation du lie u: frayssinous e st un 

h am e au colle ctif e n m ilie u rural h abité de puis 

19 71 e t organisé e n association de puis 19 88. 

le s pe rsonne s q ui vive nt sur le  lie u partage nt 

la vie  q uotidie nne  e t se  re trouve nt autour de  

dive rse s activités q ui te nde nt a l’autonom ie  

tout e n se  donnant a d’autre s plus 

pe rsonne lle s autour de  la création (m usiq ue , 

vidéo, son…), bricolage  e t artisanat e n tout 

ge nre .



ch ildre n. Use  cre ative  form s of inte raction 

(th e atre  forum , puppe ts, gam e s, radio sh ow s, 

te xts)

•m ak e  spe cial w ork s h ops to e xplain th e  

topics and sh are  som e  of our activite s w ith  th e  

ch ildre n.

•find and prom ote  th e  tools of se lf-

organisation and to allow  th e  ch ildre n th e  

opportunity to participate  in th e  organisation 

of th e  gath e ring if th e y w ant to (m e e tings, 

cook ing, construction, com m unication...

W e  also w ant to facilitate  th e  acce ss to w om e n 

w h o arrive  on th e ir ow n w ith  ch ildre n, so th at 

th e y can h ave  som e  fre e  tim e , k now ing th at 

th e y ofte n face  spe cific difficultie s in be ing 

able  to participate  fully.

Finally, th e  organisation of th is gath e ring 

cannot just be  th e  w ork  of a fe w  pe ople . Com e  

and join in w ith  th is adve nture !

Som e  contributions and e asy to find info (if you 

can re ad Fre nch )

About de sch ooling:

•w e bsite  about de sch ooling in France

•Cath e rine  Bak e r's book  "Insoum ission a l'e cole  

obligatiore ", h e re  w ith  com plem e nts and also a link  

to an inte rvie w  w ith  th e  auth or, an audio file from  th e  

radio program  "offe nsive" on Radio Libe rtaire

•A se rie s of pam ph le ts about "e ducation / th e  

sch ooling syste m " on infok iosq ue s.ne t. Notably th e  

te st "on voudrait nous appre ndre  a m arch e r e n nous 

coupant le s pie ds"

•An article  on paris.indym e dia.org "boycottons le  

syste m e  scolaire  ou si le  systèm e  scolaire  était conçu 

pour e nse igne r q uelque  ch ose  à q uelqu'un ca se  

saurait"

•and m ore  ge ne rally about th e  re je ction of ide as 

around te ach ing and e ducation, you can type  in k e y 

w ords e spe cially "unsch ooling" and "france" into 

w w w .google .fr

Around social control and th e  im prisonm e nt of 

m inors:

•th e  dele rious re port of INSERM  on th e  pre ve ntion 

of delinq uancy.

•Struggle s of th e  last m onth s against th e  

construction of th e  EPM  (pe nite ntiary 

e stabm ish m e nts for m inors) "Pas de  prisons pour 

m ine urs, pas de  m ine urs e n prison, ni à Lavaur, ni 

aille urs" and an indym e dia article  about th e  

occupation of th e  construction site  of a prison for 

m inors, nante s, fe bruary 2006

•th e  topic of social control w ill also be  de alt w ith  in 

th e  de ce ntralise d gath e ring in Lyon.

Som e  groups in struggle :

•Collective  of k ids w h o figh t for th e  e q uality of 

young pe ople  and adults in Ge rm any : Krae tzae  

(K inde rRÄch TsZ Änk e r)

•Asfar (Am e ricans for a Socie ty Fre e  from  Age  

Re strictions)

•ACS (Association for Ch ildre n Suffrage )

•Youth spe ak

And m ore ...

•righ ts for th e  young in W ik ipe dia

•An inte rvie w  w ith  Ch risting Delph y on th e  

construction of ge nde r, w h e re  sh e  de als w ith  th e  

status of m inors.

•On am bigu itie s : "Autour de  l’affaire  Coh n-Be ndit, 

libére r e t protège r l'e nfance" and "Pude ur e t 

Débauch e  m onte nt un bate au"

th e  inte rne t link s are  on th e  w e b page :

h ttp://pgaconfe re nce .org/e n/2006/k ids_and_age ism



Ove r th e  last de cade s, th e  struggle s against 

nucle ar industry, GMOs, ch ips in anim als, 

biom e try or nanote ch nology h ave  spre ad and 

political re sponse s h ave  be e n de ve lope d th at 

bre ak  w ith  s im ple  counte r-e xpe rtise . Th e  

re je ction of industrial capitalism , of 

te ch nocracy, of th e  rapid grow th  of ne w  

te ch nologie s, of th e  scie ntific ide ology, is also 

th e  re je ction of th e  w orld th at goe s w ith  it: 

m ode s of living alie nate d from  consum ption 

and w ork , th e  om nipote nce  of e xpe rts, ultra-

se curity, de struction of th e  social and natural 

e nvironm e nt... Th is unive rse  is founde d on a 

be lie f in th e  ne utrality of te ch ologie s and 

k now le dge  (th e y are  "ne utral" be cause  th e y 

can be  use d for good or e vil), and also a be lie f 

in progre ss, notions w h ich  are  also tak e n on 

(paradoxically) by m any re volutionary th ink e rs.

Counte r-inform ation, acts of sabotage , th e  

re fusal to participate  in activitie s of re se arch , 

production and consum ption link e d to te ch no-

industry... all aspe cts of a struggle  w h ich , due  

to th e  inte nsification of control, th e  

artificialisation of life  and th e  de gradation of 

our colle ctive  and pe rsonnal autonom y, 

be com e s e ve r m ore  urge nt.

Ne ve rth e le ss, w e  are  continually com ing up 

against th e  sam e  lim its. Th e  alarm s w e  raise  

just e nd up w ith  re sults to w h ich  w e  are  

radically oppose d: a le gislative  fram e w ork  

w h ich  e stablish  th e  transform ations w h ich  are  

occuring rath e r th an block ing th e m , fatalistic 

conclusions w h ich  push  us tow ards com plicity 

rath e r th an re volt, calls for individual 

re sponsibility and initiative s so w e  can 

"m anage " th e  catastroph e  toge th e r, an e cology 

th at is com ple te ly de politicise d, th at re m ove s 

e nvironm e ntal que stions from  th e  political 

stak e s and transform s th e m  into a m ark e ting 

opportunity for a "m ade -ove r" capitalism , a 

confine m e nt of th e  radical critiq ue  to ve ry 

re stricte d sce ne s.

Evaluate  / Conside r our strate gie s of action

W e  w is h  to re conside r th at w h ich  h e lps us go 

furth e r in our struggle s, w e  w is h  to give  nam e s 

to th e  e ne rgie s from  w h ich  w e  draw  our 

support. W e  w is h  to spe ak  about our strate gie s 

against th e  te ch no-industrial w orld. W h at are  

our aim s, our action form s, our targe ts? W h ich  

form s of struggle  to use  to ne ith e r le t th e  

sce ne  be  de fine d by th e  "citize ns' m ove m e nt" 

and th e  m e dia confusion nor to fall into a 

gh e tto culture , w ith  an e litist critq ue  cre ating 

an activist and e litist gh e tto.

W e  propose  th at th is gath e ring sh ould be , first 

of all, an opportunity to re count our re spe ctive  

e xpe rie nce s, th e  m ove m e nts, initiative s and 

m om e nts of struggle  in w h ich  w e  h ave  tak e n 

part and to h igh ligh t th e  follow ing q ue stions: 

"w h at do w e  w ant?", "w h at m e ans do w e  m ak e  

use  of?", "w h at e xch ange s or discove rie s h ave  

w e  m ade  h appe n", "in w h ich  h istory are  our 

struggle s re corde d", "h ow  h ave  th e  

conne ctions w ith  oth e r pe ople  be e n th ough t 

about?", "h ow  h ave  re lations be tw e e n pe ople  

w h o k ne w  e ach  oth e r be fore  be e n 

transform e d?" "w h e re  do w e  look  for support 

w h e n w e  start look ing to e xte nd our struggle s 

(class struggle s, local com m unitie s , broade ning 

of th e  struggle ...)?".

W e  w ait for your contributions, be  th e y w ritte n, 

oral, or in any oth e r form !

Industrial agriculture  / farm e rs' struggle s / 

Anti-Industrial Struggle s

Call for a gath ering about 

struggles against industrial 

capitalism  and th e tech no-scientific 

m aelstrom .



struggle s for subsistance

At a global scale , th e  pe asantry- w h ich  

constitute s th e  m ajority of th e  population - is 

je opardise d by th e  aggre ss ive  transnational 

agronom ic industry, de stroying th e  local vital 

e conom ie s for m illions of pe ople . Unde r th e  

pre ssure  of control, of te ch nologisation and of 

pe rsiste nt productivism , pe asant agriculture  

h as ne arly disappe are d in th e  W e st.

In th is w ay all th e  m e aning of such  activity is 

lost, and sim ulane ously a w ay of life  is 

im pose d th at is re m ove d from  th e  soil, in 

w h ich  tim e  as w e ll as space  ce ase s to e xist, in 

w h ich  th e  countryside  be com e s noth ing m ore  

th an a landscape  park  or a de se rt poisone d by 

pe sticide s, in w h ich  anim als are  noth ing oth e r 

th an m e rch andise . Th is give s th e  struggle s 

against GMOs, RFID ch ips or inform atisation a 

ch aracte r th at to a large  e xte nt goe s be yond 

th at of corporatism : th e y stand for th e  re fusal 

to acce pt th is w orld th at th re ate ns e ach  one  of 

us. H ow  sh ould w e  m aintain and inve nt anti-

industrial or anti-capitalist rural practice s? 

H ow  do w e  de al w ith  th e  difficultie s cause d 

w h e n th e se  practice s fall outside  w h at is le gal?

Ope n-m inde dne ss in our re fle ctions and in our 

actions / Concre te  practice s.

W ith in th e  nam e  "Pe ople 's Global Action" th e re  

are  pe ople . Th is w ord re sounds w ith  e ch os of 

popular struggle s: from  th e  Luddite  w ork e rs of 

th e  19 th  ce ntury, to th e  anti-nucle ar 

de m onstrations in Malville  in 19 77, m oving 

onw ards to th e  h arve sting of GM crops in th e  

last fe w  ye ars or th e  re ce nt m obilisation 

against M inate c in Gre noble . But h ow  could a 

"popular re s istance " to today's industrialise d 

w orld be  th ough t about? H ow  could it be  put 

in place ? W h at w ould it m e an in te rm s of 

ch ange s to our curre nt practice s? W h o are  w e  

struggling w ith ? Is a m ove m e nt w ith out 

w om e n, ch ildre n, prole tarians or im m igrants a 

popular m ove m e nt?

By discuss ing toge th e r in th e  sam e  place  th e  

proble m s link e d to ch ildh ood and industrial 

capitalism , w e  w ould lik e  to q ue stion th e  ide a 

of "h ie rarch y of struggle s", th e  te nde ncy to 

com partm e ntalise  our struggle s or m ak e  th e m  

im pe ne trable , and e litism . Above  all w e  w ould 

lik e  to e xplore  "practically" h ow  it is possible  

to tak e  into account oth e r pe ople  and w ays of 

q ue stionning th an th ose  to w h ich  w e  are  

accustom e d. To note  also th at m any of th e  

practice s of autonom ous /DIY culture  h ave  a 

de finate  conne ction w ith  anti-industrial 

critiq ue s, alth ough  th e  tw o re spe ctive  m ilie ux 

do not m e e t. W h at space  do w e  give  to th e  

re appropriation of ce rtain practice s or th e  

re je ction of ce rtain te ch nologie s w ith in our 

struggle s? Are  th e se  just dive rsions or could 

th e y e ve n stre ngth e n us?

In Frayssinous, w e  w ant to e xplore  th e se  

q ue stions, not only th rough  discuss ion, but 

also by w h at w e  put into practice  during our 

daily life  toge th e r and th e  m any activitie s 

w h ich  tak e  place  (w ork s h op to "fre e  yourse lf 

from  m ach ine ry", carpe ntry w ork s h op, 

construction proje cts.

Your sugge stions are  w e lcom e !

Som e  contributions and infos e asy to find

•A se rie s of book le ts "scie nce s and te ch nology" and 

"e cology" on infok iosq ue s.ne t

•Note s e t Morce aux Ch oisis, bulletin critiq u e  de s 

scie nce s, de s te ch nologie s e t de  la société 

industrielle , w h e re  you w ill find "Te ch nologie  contre  

Civilisation"

•Te xt about "Th e  ide a of progre ss"

•"La société de  l’ave nir, l’âge  de  l’e rsatz, ou e n 

som m e s-nous?" and oth e rs te xts of W iliam  Morris

•"La raison m alm e née , de  l’origine  de s idée s re çue s 

e n biologie  m ode rne " of Gérard Nissim  Am zallag

Som e  NGO...

•GRAIN, in particular w rite r of (in fre nch e )"Grippe  

aviaire  : une  réponse  m ondiale  im posée  d'e n h aut"

•ETC group (action group on Erosion, Te ch nology 

e n Conce ntration), in particular w rite r Th e  big Dow n 

: Atom te ch  - Te ch nologie s Conve rging at th e  Nano-

scale

And on th e  side  of Gre noble ...

•Site  d'e nq uête  critiq u e  sur le  capitalism e  

industriel de s te ch nologie s de  pointe  e t son m onde , 

dans la régions transalpine  : "pièce s e t m ain 

d'oe uvre  (PMO)"

•OGN (Opposition Gre nobloise  aux 

Nécrote ch nologie s), contre  l'inauguration de  

M inate c e t de  la te ch noindustrie

•indym e dia-gre noble

Une  se m aine  contre  M inate c e t son m onde

Le s argum e ntocs de s nécrote ch nologie s

Lutte s contre  la te ch nopole

Biom étrie  : au doigt e t à l'oe il...

Le  TGV Lyon-Turin pris e n e m buscade s

th e  could find th e  link s on th e  w e b page :

h ttp://pgaconfe re nce .org/e n/2006/anti-industrial_struggle s



Anti-indus never 

m ind th e bollocks

One  of m any w ays to approach  th e  anti-

industrial topic w ould be  to try and inve stigate  

h ow  th e  so-calle d industrial socie ty or e lse  th e  

socie ty of progre ss affe cts us concre te ly in our 

live s (spe ak ing in te rm s of socie ty of progre ss 

m igh t sound m ore  apropriate  th an th e  m ore  

re ducing industrial conce pt. Th at’s w h y I don’t 

lik e  so m uch  th e  anti-industrial position e ve n if 

it h e lps locating w h e re from  pe ople  are  

spe ak ing, it se e m s too sim plistic.) Th e  ide a is 

not to put a conce pt into w ords in orde r to 

de m onise  it, m ak ing it an oute r e nne m y be yond 

w h ich  w e  w ould stand but on th e  contrary th e  

purpose  is to look  for th e  w ays in w h ich  w e ’re  

link e d to such  a socie ty and q ue stion, in a 

syste m atic criticism  inde e d, th e se  bonds. Th is 

te xt doe sn’t inte nd to de scribe  obje ctive ly 

re ality as I pe rce ive  it, it rath e r trie s to 

pe rsonify a position all but ne utral tow ards 

“re ality”.

First axis : Oute r constraints-

Progre ss ist Pe rspe ctive s

Th e re ’s a te rrifying m ultitude  of re se ach  and 

associate d application program s aim ing at 

e stablish ing, from  above , all k inds of be h aviour 

norm s, e ve n w ith  e uge nic ch aracte ristics, and 

also propaganda, ph ysical and m e ntal 

m anipulation as w e ll as re pre ss ion ge ars to 

re ach  th e  norm s. Te ch nology is use d to 

concre tise  ove rw h e lm ing se curity de lirium s 

te nding to re strain our individual and colle ctive  

pote ntial, pe rspe ctive s and pow e rs (fre e dom s?).

Such  a syste m  e volution se e m s ve ry stupidly 

indissociable  of a pow e r q ue st. A control que st. 

A dom ination q ue st. Som e  sort of a w orldw ide  

scale  gam e . A poisonous gam e  w h ose  roots are  

in th e  capitalist syste m  foundations. W ith out 

going into de tails, it se e m s im portant to 

re m ind th at som e  of th e  foundations w e re  

de scribe d by som e  XIXth  ce ntury be arde d m an 

: Saint Karl. I spe cifically re fe r to w h at’s k now n 

as com m odity, its production and fe tich ism . 

Re ade rs m ay as w e ll turn to h is bible . As far as 

w h at pe rspe ctive s th is ope ns, w e ll ... If one  

w ould w ant to h ang ove r h ollow  conce pts- in 

w h ich  no one  w ould fe e l m ore  re sponsible  th an 

anyone  e lse  – th at brave  ne w  w orld w e ’re  

prom ise d w ould be  a m e ga-structure  totally 

controling all th e  e xisting, w h e re  logically 

noth ing could h ave  a grip on th e  syste m . 

Eve ryth ing w ould be  in its place , in its fram e s, 

functional, in th e  de pth  of th e ir be ing 

de pe nding upon structure s, law s and 

re pre se ntations cre ate d by h um ans to e nslave  

th e m se lve s, to prote ct th e m  from  th e m se lve s, 

from  oth e rs and th e ir surroundings, som e  sort 

of h um ans’victory on h um ans. Just as if th e  

h um an be ing w e re  afraid of its de fe cts and 

im pe rfe ctions and th at it w e re  e sse ntial to 

re m e dy th e m  in only one  w ay : be com ing 

pre dictible , re gulate d as a clock , sm ooth  and 

uniform  as a tom bstone , astute  and cre ative  as 

a palym obil, true  to w h at one  struggle s w ith  to 

re pre se nt to one se lf, part of th e  se t one  th rive s 

to produce .

All m e ans are  w orth y in ach ie ving th is absolute  

pow e r utopia : e lim inations, m anipulations, 

lock ing-ups, ph ys ical and m e ntal isolations. 

Diffe re nce s are  but ve ry sligh t be tw e e n 

dictatorsh ip and de m ocracy conce pts. Th e ir 

ope rating proce ss re m ains diffe re nciate d : 

dictatorsh ip pre ve nts you from  e xpre ss ing 

w h at you th ink  w h ile  de m ocracy pre ve nts you 

from  th ink ing w h at you m ay e xpre ss. But th e  

goals of both  could strictly be  th e  sam e , th e ir 

utopian totality re sult is ach ie ve d w h e n none  of 

its subje cts is able  to th ink  be yond th e ir 

fram e s. Th us putting in pe rspe ctive  w h at 

sh rink s and m ode ls one ’s capacity to th ink  for 

w h at it re ally is : a tre m e ndous tool for pow e r, 

w e  m igh t e asily im agine  de m ocracie s far m ore  

totalitarian th an dictatorsh ips.

A w h ole som e  q ue st for absolute  pow e r and 

control is tak ing place  unde r cove r of 

progre ss ist, e volutionnist, unive rsalist, 

civilizing, good, rational ide ologie s. Th e se  

oxyge n-lack ing brains’ ide als contain in 

th e m se lve s de structive  and frigh te ning 

colle ctive  utopias. W h ate ve r q ue st for  th e  

absolute  corrupts absolute ly. Th e y’re  pe rfe ct in 

th e ir folding scre e n role  : th e y’re  alre ady 

h iding and alm ost invariably justifying 

individual avidity, e ve n m ore  th e y w ork  for 

acce ptance  and cam ouflage  to not only th e  



w orst to be  e xpe cte d of unde rgone  re se arch e s 

but also to th e ir collate ral dam age s, alre ady 

out of control, ligh tly or not e ve n asse sse d 

e ve n k now ingly sile nce d as far as th e ir 

e ndle ssly grow ing control de vice s e nable  th e m  

to.

Se cond axis : Environm e ntal 

im pact and us

Th e re ’s no place  in an industrialise d country 

or close  to it ( w h ich  m e ans on th e  e ntire  

plane t) th at is absolute ly safe  from  any k ind of 

contam ination and e ve n le sse r safe  from  any 

catastroph y. Pe rspe ctive s of future  e volutions 

le t us fore bode  industrial socie ty e xte nsion 

along w ith  its h arm ful e ffe cts on all th e  

e xisting e ve n if som e  place s m igh t still be  in a 

re lative  pre se rvative  condition- unle ss som e  

unconce ivable  all-so-sm ooth  collapse  in th e  

structure s w ould h appe n. Earth  de struction 

pote ntials alre ady e xist concre te ly unde r 

varie d re ce pie s but unde rgoing re se arch  

program s are  still m ak ing th e m  m ore  e fficie nt, 

m ore  original, funnie r, m ore  stupid. W atch  out 

for th e  le ak age .

Industrial catastroph ie s , course  accide nts, labs 

“oops-sorry-blam e -it-on-h um an-failure ” and 

oth e r th re at pote ntials- w ith out m e aning to 

unde re stim ate  th e ir frigh tful aspe ct alre ady 

out of re ach  from  rational h um an 

re pre se ntation capacitie s - h ave  a te nde ncy to 

m ak e  us look  aw ay from  th e  constant or e ve n 

e xpone ntial incre ase  in th e  diffuse  poisoning 

re ality. Eve n if th e  latte r is h ardly pe rce ivable  

on an individual or colle ctive  scale , it re m ains 

se rious and le ads to a soft progre ss ive  

de gradation of us and w h at surrounds us.

One  m igh t w ant to inve stigate  th e  m e ans to 

se ize  th e se  s h iftings.

Dire ctly, individually or colle ctive ly, one  m ay 

be  able  to distinguis h  and m e asure  som e  

s igns, indications, inform ations, local 

e volutions in one ’s e nvironm e nt but th at 

de m ands upgrading all at once  one ’s w ill and 

se nse  in obse rving and a solid confide nce  in 

one ’s se nse s .

Indire ctly one  could im agine  th e  e xte nt of th e  

disaste r practicing disbe lie f tow ards e xisting 

m e dia lie s and afte r all, juggle  w ith  a 

sh ape le ss se lf-contradictory h e ap of 

spe cialists’ m e asure s, statistics, conclusions 

and anticipations e ach  of th e m  m ore  obje ctive  

th an th e  oth e r. It’s alre ady difficult to 

unde rstand th e  m e aning of any indication th at 

w ould draw  our atte ntion in th is s h ape le ss 

oce an of m ak e -be lie ve  inform ations, and th at 

is , of course , if one  still de sire s living h aunte d 

by th e se  re pre se ntations re ality. And m ore , 

th at inform ation re fle ction just pote ntially 

e m bodie s one  pixe l in an out-of-focus picture  

of th e  ice be rg visible  part. Finally, h ow  m any 

oth e r ice be rgs do e xist out of fram e ?

Th e se  m e diatic m e ans w h ich  e nable  us to only 

grope  our w ay into our living conditions 

de gradation are  pow e r structure s tools use d 

according to th e ir ne e ds; th e y can- on a 

colle ctive  scale  – dictate  us w h ate ve r re ality 

re fle ction suits th e m  be st if not th ose  w e  

m igh t pre fe r : m e diatic counte r-fire s , ad h oc 

e nte rtainm e nts, suffocations, re ductions, 

distortions, conce pts transpositions. May th e re  

be  inq uirie s about re se arch  program s 

le gitim acy, ongoing e xpe rim e nts and th e ir 

im pacts q ue stions w ill be  q uick ly drow ne d in a 

m e diatic circus, in com ’de partm e nt conce ptual 

tilt com ple te ly fore se e n and se parate d, th e  

re al stak e , th e  re ality th e y point at sh all ne ve r 

in th e  w orld be  q ue stionne d. One  doe s not 

stop progre ss.

W e ’re  intinsically link e d to th e  fate  of 

industrial socie ty. It is not, in th at se nse , som e  

sort of se pe rate d th e ore tical conce pt, nor 

se parable  from  its re ality nor an Evil, a 

Goodne ss ne ith e r any oute r Th ing.

Inde e d, it im pose s constraints upon us and 

te nds to re duce  our pote ntial.

Inde e d a de ath  th re at is be com ing m ore  and 

m ore  concre te  as w e ll as th e  de gradation of 

our e nvironm e nt.

Inde e d it m ak e s us stupid, ass iste d and 

de pe ndant upon it.

Inde e d w e  don’t e ve n h ave  space  nor pote ntial 

to re fuse  it.

But w h at I particularly w ant to point at is th at 



w e  only tak e  re sponsability as active , passive , 

conscious and unconscious com pone nt of th e  

industrial h um an caste . Th is socie ty is us. It 

also is us.

Th ird axis : W e ll-be ing-

e q uivale nt-constraints

W h e re e ve r m igh t our th e ore tical que stionning 

of th e  industrialo-h onk -h onk  socie ty stand, th e  

m ass re ality w h ich  surrounds us is s h ape d, 

m ode le d, dictate d by th e se  infrastructure s 

upon w h ich  w e  do not e xe rcise  any pow e r 

w h atsoe ve r, not e ve n th at of re fusing it. 

Pote ntial of e scaping it is not only lim ite d and 

partial, but also te nding to re duce .

All th e  m ore  w e  criticize  th is socie ty, m ore  or 

le ss radically, w e ’re  soak ing in w e ll-be ing 

produce d gadge ts and applications. Nucle ar 

pow e r, pe sticide s, GMO’s, industrial arte facts, 

com pute rs, USB k e ys, cars, cops, k illing and 

contam inating but th at doe sn’t stop us from  

gobbling, using th e m  w illingly and from  be ing 

double m ore  h appy th at w ay. So-calle d 

scie ntific re se arch  produce d te ch nological 

gadge ts- and th e  confort th e y allow  –  are  both  

use full as le gitim acy m ask s for far w orse  and 

le ss m e diatic applications, le gitim ize  collate ral 

dam age s but also contribute  in th e m se lve s to 

conscious and practical e nsalve m e nt of th e  

individuals to a socie ty, to m e ans and 

infrastructure s upon w h ich  th e y h ave  le ss and 

le ss grip pote ntial or e ve n practical 

que stionning. Be lie ving th at th e  ave rage  blok e  

h as any ove rvie w  righ t, any pow e r on th e  

infrastructure s w h ich  h e  or s h e  use s and 

de pe nds upon, w illing or not, conscious or not, 

is alltoge th e r illusive .

Sorting out be ne ficial, ne gative  or une xpe cte d 

e ffe cts in te ch nological re se arch e s pote ntial 

se e m s m ore  and m ore  use le ss. Carots, stick s, 

intangible  e m anations are n’t se parate d nor 

se parable , th e y e m body only one  and single  

th ing.

One  of th e  m ost e fficie nt carots in th is socie ty 

of progre ss is bragging about th e  opportunity 

to e xte nd individual live s, prom oting and 

m ak ing be lie ve  in life  w ith out de ath . Inde e d 

Yum m y! Ne ve rth e le ss, th at e ve r-so-s h iny 

ve ge table  is fille d w ith  pe sticide s; w ith out 

linge ring ove r too m uch , I could list a fe w  lik e  

th at.

Th e  ide a th at industrial socie ty bite s its ow n 

tail proclaim ing itse lf guide  for h um anity : it 

justifie s its e xiste nce  ans le gitim ise s e ve n 

m ore  control th rough  re se arch  program s 

against dise ase s , alie nations, catastroph ie s of 

all k inds of w h ich  it is re sponsible  for in an 

e xe m plary m ode l of straigh t-forw ard fligh t. So-

calle d scie nce  save s us but w h at guards us 

from  scie nce ? O h  ye s, politicians do! If you 

can, don’t forge t to vote  at th e  ne xt e le ction in 

favor of a re asonable  100% e q uitative  

progre ss, e asy to k now  h ow  for th e  ballot is 

printe d on re cycle d pape r.

Also th e  ide a th at th e se  im prove m e nts are  

orie nte d, finance d and controle d by a fe w  

auth oritie s w h ich  are  first in colle cting and 

sorting out th e ir e m ploym e nt. Th e y be ne fit 

prim arily and globally to ce rtain dom inating 

caste s and ofte n at oth e rs’ costs. Our 

ne igh bours are  m assive ly k ille d, e nslave d and 

pre ssure d not e ve n in th e  nam e  of survival but 

for th e  sak e  of w e ll-be ing and living standards 

or e ve n sole ly in orde r to m aintain, e nsure , 

de ve lop force  and dom ination, h ot air in fact. 

For m ay ce nturie s , now , th e  scre e ns use d to 

justify slaugh te r, dom ination, h avoc and 

e xactions h ave n’t be com e  le ss ridiculous. Th e  

m e ans at stak e  and th e ir scale  th ough  ne ve r 

w e re  as e ffe ctive  and m assive .

Th e  ide a th at progre ss is only m aste re d on lab 

com ’de parte m e nt propaganda. Th at w e  m ay on 

th e  contrary suppose  th at th e  e xpe rim e nts re e l 

e ffe cts e scape  constantly m ore  from  th e  so-

calle d scie ntists w h o, by th e  w ay, couldn’t care  

le ss about th at fact. Th at th e ir de alings are  

m ore  and m ore  discone cte d from  th e  re e l 

e ntire ty of th e ir acts, th e ir h e ads be ing 

unce asingly m ore  burrie d in th e ir age ndas and 

pragm atical obje ctive s-e q uivale nt-dollar to be  

ach ie ve d.

Le t’s say th at th e  carot only lie s in th e  analysis 

of one ’s im m e diate  se lf inte re st; th at individual 

w ould conside r th e  condition of th e  socie ty as 

an im m utable  aspe ct, im possible  to be  

q ue stionne d, le aving no oth e r option. An 



analysis on a colle ctive  scale  in a broade r 

space -tim e  dim e nsion w ould probably sh ow  

th at it is a lose -lose  s ituation.

In spite  of th e  fact th at th e  individual conce pt 

is a build up re pre se ntation, it se e m s h ard for 

m e  to be  able  to w e igh  up one ’s e xiste nce  in 

re gards to one ’s ne igh bours’, to conce ive  

one se lf as part of a gre ate r proce ss and 

fore se e  th e  pote ntial of one ’s de ath  w h ich  

w on’t be  th e  w h ole ’s de ath . In all case s, it 

doe sn’t pre ve nt from  trying and e ve n 

succe ding partially. To live  only in one ’s ow n 

se parate d and spe cialise d pre se nt tim e , 

re inforcing and pe rpe tuating th at se paration, 

unde rm ine s any colle ctive  future  pote ntial and 

h e lps building th e  w all onto w h ich  one  runs. 

Ta da!

I don’t e ve n h ave  to conside r anyth ing sacre d 

to e xpose  such  th ings, on th e  contrary, I’m  

conse crating th e  act of m ak ing unh olly by 

de stabilising th e  conce pt of individual, th e  se lf-

ce nte re dne ss in h um an be ings and its im plie d 

om nipote nce . I’m  trying to le arn h ow  to aim  in 

a unive rse  full of orw e llian conce pts.

So w h at’s ne xt?

“ I try to be  coh e re nt, I stre ss th at I’m  only 

trying and it’s no pie ce  of cak e  give n th e  

viole nce  and th e  doubts assaulting you at 

aw ak ing. I w atch  for th e  sligh te st pow e r 

trace s w ith in m y brains but I th ink  th e re ’s a 

lot of w ork  ah e ad since  w e ’re  force d to crush  

our pe e rs to posse ss a tiny pie ce  of land, to 

grow  a sh itty life  on it only to ge t lock e d on it 

and die  on a long te rm .” (Ape -)

Th e  pse udo-radical criticism  of pow e r and its 

absolute ne ss contains, as a re fle ction, its ow n 

pe rspe ctive s, w h ich , according to m e , ne e d 

not ne ce ssarily be  put into th e orie s rath e r 

th an approach e d w ith  fe e lings, at le ast not 

conce ive d th rough  th e  sam e  dom inant sch e m e  

of th ough ts and value s.

One  type  of absolute  is not to be  re place d by 

anoth e r one , it’s no use  h ope le ssly pre ach ing 

truth s and unive rsalistic patte rns bound to be  

e ach  structurally m ore  stupid and re form ist 

th an th e  oth e r both  in th e ir e ffe cts and 



Be  th e y urban sq uats; bough t, ne gociate d or 

re appropriate d land in th e  countryside ; 

re store d or se lf-constructe d buildings; 

te m porary or nom adic place s; activity and/or 

living « ce nte rs »… such  autonom ous space s 

se rve  as re source ful sh e lte rs, and h ave  be e n - 

at le ast in Europe  - at th e  h e art of m any radical 

&  anti-capitalist struggle s ove r th e  last de cade s.

Acce ss to rural and urban libe rate d space s, 

w h e re  w e  can put se lf-organisation into 

practice , produce  th ings, plan actions and 

offe nsive s, is crucial to us, both  in th e  

pe rspe ctive  of a radical social ch ange  

m ove m e nt, and on a m uch  m ore  individual 

scale .

Th e se  various space s e spe cially allow  us to:

•h ave  a place  to live , in a w orld th at de nie s us 

acce ss to suitable  h ousing, or to any k ind of 

h ousing at all, and to q ue stion th e  

accum ulation of goods and th e  sacre d conce pt 

of « private  prope rty »;

•sh are  and e xch ange  s k ills, obje cts and tools 

on a non-profit basis;

•e xpe rim e nt com m unal living and w ays of 

organis ing, tow ards autonom y in re gard to th e  

state , to w age  w ork  and capitalist socie ty - 

w h ich  allow s us to bre ak  th e  divis ion be tw e e n 

w ork , private  life , h obbie s and activism … and 

to sh ow  th at it is possible ;

•cre ate  te xts, broadcasting tools and 

inde pe nde nt m e dia;

•do a lot of « Do It Yourse lf » stuff: re cycling, 

construction, agriculture , e ne rgy producing, 

h andcrafts…

•cre ate  and spre ad subve rsive  « culture s » 

and life style s;

Th e se  space s, islands of uncontrolle d fre e dom , 

are  th e re fore  targe te d in priority by th e  

e stablish e d pow e rs. In som e  Europe an 

countrie s , de te rm ine d state  offe nsive s h ave  

alre ady strongly je opardize d th e  e xiste nce  of 

such  colle ctive  living &  political activity space s.

Righ t now  in France , th e se  place s are  

e ndange re d. Th e  state  w ants to e stablish  an 

e ve n m ore  re pre ss ive  le gal se tting, and th e  

auth oritie s se e m  to be  re acting m ore  and m ore  

sw iftly to sq uats, against th ose  inh abite d by 

pe ople  in a particularly pre carious s ituation or 

by ille gal im m igrants, and against th e  re ce nt 

outbre ak  of « political » sq uats in m any tow ns. 

For instance , de adly fire s in buildings occupie d 

by ille gal im m igrants last sum m e r h ave  be e n 

use d to incre ase  th e  num be r of de portations 

and to tak e  strong re pre ss ive  m e asure s against 

sq uats.

In th e  countryside , acce ss to land is ge tting 

h arde r and h arde r, and rural com m unitie s find 

th e m se lve s facing unre ach able  h ygie ne  and 

se curity standards, w h ile  struggling w ith  

touristic and uppe r-class colonisation.

In France , de spite  th e  fact th at m any link s e xist 

be tw e e n various colle ctive s, form al structure s 

allow ing sk ill-sh aring and solidarity are  poorly 

de ve loppe d. It se e m s ne ce ssary to us to ge t 

strong e nough  to face  state s and ow ne rs w h e n 

it com e s to such  topics as acce ss to land and 

space . Th e re fore , w e  s h ould ask  ourse lve s h ow  

w e  could cre ate  ne tw ork s, alliance s and 

colle ctive  strate gie s .

De spite  a ce rtain w ill and som e  practice s, 

« political » sq uats ofte n re m ain stuck  in 

« m arginal gh e ttos » and don’t re ally conne ct 

w ith  oth e r k inds of sq uats, lik e  th e  one s 

inh abite d by th e  ve ry-poor or by ille gal 

im m igrants. Se ldom  do th e y conne ct w ith  

pe ople ’s struggle s in som e  ne igh bourh oods 

dijon, éspace autogéré des tanneries

pr� se ntation de  h ost place :

L’Espace  Autogéré de s Tanne rie s is a sq uatte d 

autonom ous social ce ntre , h osting subve rsive , 

political and social activitie s in a post-industrial 

e nvironm e nt. It w as ope ne d in 19 9 8, and h as 

re ach e d a ce rtain de gre e  of stability, th ank s to 

Struggle is often m ade possible in 

th e first place by collective 

appropriation of an « autonom ous 

space »



against ge ntrification, for e asie r acce ss to 

h ousing.

For all th e se  re asons, w e  w is h  th is AMP/PGA 

confe re nce  to:

•be  an opportunity to addre ss such  q ue stions 

as: w h at do w e  m e an by autonom ous 

space s »? W h at could/sh ould th e ir role  be  

w ith in a strate gy of radical social ch ange , in 

be tw e e n « alte rnative s » and « offe nsive s »? 

W h at about th e  link s be tw e e n th e se  space s and 

social m ove m e nts and struggle s?

•inform  pe ople  about our practice s w ith in 

th e se  space s, talk  about w h at w e  actually do 

and cre ate , and se e  h ow  w e  could incre ase  all 

k inds of e xch ange s, e spe cially be tw e e n th e  

countryside  and citie s…

•be  a space  w h e re  w e  can sh are  our 

e xpe rie nce s, w h ich  w ould allow  us to le arn 

from  one  anoth e r in te rm s of com m unal living, 

activitie s , e conom y…

•de al w ith  th e  various w ays of k e e ping or 

ge tting land and buildings, to colle ctivize  th e m  

or to build th e m : sq uats, w age nburgh , 

ne gociation, co-op buying, spe cial loans and 

le ase s… and tak e  into account th e  

positive /ne gative  aspe cts and th e  com prom ise s 

e ach  solution m igh t im ply.

•allow  us to build tools for solidarity be tw e e n 

diffe re nt type s of space s: activity space s, 

inh abite d buildings, ille gal im m igrants’ sq uats, 

co-ops, farm s, e tc.

•give  us th e  opportunity to th ink  about w h at 

divide s us into distinct cate gorie s , ille gal 

im m igrants’ and e xtre m e ly poor pe ople ’s 

sq uats, « nom ads », « urbans », « rurals », 

about w h at m arginalize s us and se parate s us 

from  one  anoth e r.

•de al w ith  w h at m ak e s it possible  for th e se  

space s to last, e ith e r by tak ing th e  advice  of 

olde r pe ople  w h o live  in such  space s or by 

e xam ining th e  case  of space s th at h ave  laste d 

th rough out th e  ye ars.

•allow  us to talk  about re s istance  strate gie s 

w e  h ave  in com m on w h e n it com e s to 

re pre ss ion, e victions and standards th e  state  

w ants to force  upon us.

•talk  about w h at de cis ions are  tak e n (or not) 

w ith in th e se  space s so as to q ue stion and 

ch ange  patriarcal, racist and h e te rose xist 

norm s.

W e ’d love  to se e  frie ndsh ips, proje cts, actions 

&  com m on plans as possible  outcom e  of th is 

confe re nce .

W e ’d lik e  pe ople  to com e  and introduce  th e ir 

space s, w e ’d lik e  to talk  se riously, and not so 

se riously, to te ll e ach  oth e r storie s about 

barricade s and w alls m ade  out of straw , about 

dum pste ring and garde ning, about infosh ops 

and h ack labs, ch aotic sh ow s and colle ctive  

re adings, about re lating to e ach  oth e r, about 

ble nding role s, ge nde r and q ue e r-th e orie s , 

about sh aring task s w ith  or w ith out using a 

task board, about ne igh bourh oods and 

w e lcom ing, about m one y and autonom y, 

caravans and old factorie s , riots, form alism  &  

passion, h e aps of cloth e s and psych o-

ge ograph y, about douch e bags and crazy 

frie ndsh ips… About fe asting at 3 a.m . and 

bre ad-ove ns, about lazy bre ak fasts and 

h ype ractive -days, about e xtravagant pe ople  

and ide ntity norm s, about living off noth ing 

w ith  a bit of e ve ryth ing but not alw ays w ith  th e  

th ings w e  w ant, about m e e tings th at e nd up in 

disco-partie s and

w ork -partie s th at e nd up in gam e s, about 

se cre t plots and be ing able  to ye ll w h e ne ve r w e  

fe e l lik e  it, about w ate r-h e ate rs turne d into 

stove s and stove s turne d into e ngine s, about 

proudly-painte d facade s and h idde n re fuge s, 

about crazy constructions, le ak ing pipe s, 

m agnifice nt w re ck s th at only w ork  h alf th e  

tim e , about th e  distre ss of h aving to m ove  one  

m ore  tim e  and about th e  s h e e r daily be auty of 

building our live s w ith  our ve ry be st frie nds 

and ne w  one s th at h ave  just arrive d… and 

m ore , de finite ly.

Som e w ords on 

th e m ovem ent of 

th e “political” 

squats in France

For a couple  of ye ars now , th e re ’s be e n a 

grow ing m ove m e nt of social and political 

sq uatte d space s, w h e re  colle ctive  life  

e xpe rie nce s and various public political 



activitie s ofte n tak e  place .

Th e se  space s q uite  ofte n h ost th e  organisation 

of anti-capitalist and anti-auth oritarian e ve nts 

and activitie s , « fre e  zone s » w h e re  goods can 

be  e xch ange d fre e ly, sq uatte d ve ge table -

garde ns, inte rne t cafés and cybe r-activism , 

fre e  softw are  use  &  de ve lopm e nt, inde pe nde nt 

m e dia, inform ation spre ading and book /zine  

publish ing w ith in infosh op structure s, w ork  

and sk ill-sh are  space s for alte rnative  

m e de cine s, bik e s , m e ch anics, m e tal/w ood-

w ork ing, s ilk -scre e ning, se lf-construction, 

ve ge table  oil re cycling for ve h icle s, action 

organis ing, se e d-s h aring, w om e n’s space s, 

fe m inist, q ue e r and transge nde r practice s, 

ne igh bourh ood pic-nics, as w e ll as space s for 

re staurants, bars, s h ow s, discuss ions, vide o 

proje ctions or th e ate r.

Th e se  space s distinguis h  th e m se lve s from  

anoth e r m ove m e nt calle d « artists’ sq uats » 

(w h ich  can be  found e spe cially around Paris), 

by th e  fact th at th e y re fuse  to collaborate  w ith  

auth oritie s and w is h  to act w ith in a strate gy of 

struggle  against private  prope rty, th e  state , 

re lationsh ips base d on pow e r and profit, trying 

to build autonom ous zone s link e d to various 

oth e r social m ove m e nts.

Th is is just a ve ry partial and vague  

introduction, th e  s ituation be ing far m ore  

com ple x. It w ould be  w rong to try to 

standardize  various e xpe rie nce s th at e ach  h ave  

th e ir ow n ide as and activitie s , and w h ich  don’t 

ne ce ssarily se e  th e m se lve s as part of a large r 

m ove m e nt.

Th e re fore , se ve ral inte rsq uat m e e tings h ave  

tak e n place  th rough out th e  past 3 ye ars. 

Furth e rm ore , local inte rsq uat associations 

m e e t q uite  ofte n and a lot of sh aring h as be e n 

h appe ning accross th e  country, th ank s to 

spe cific proje cts and actions, frie ndsh ips, and 

ne tw ork s sq uatte rs are  involve d w ith , such  as 

« sans titre  » (w h ich  rural com m unitie s are  

also involve d w ith ), th e  infok iosk  ne tw ork , 

Indym e dia, re s istance  fe stivals, th e  anti-prison 

ne tw ork , as w e ll as nom adic proje cts such  as 

« La caravane  pe rm ane nte  ». Existing link s 

h ave  alre ady re nde re d possible  colle ctive  

offe nsive s such  as th e  one  th at took  place  on 

th e  25th  of Fe bruary 2005, during w h ich  

se ve ral tow n-h alls and office s be longing to th e  

socialist party in 17 diffe re nt citie s w e re  th e  

sce ne  of « surprise  » actions prote sting 

e victions.

De spite  th e  incre asing re pre ss ion com ing from  

fre nch  auth oritie s against th e se  political 

sq uats - for instance , th e  gove rnm e nt trie d to 

turn th e  ille gal occupation of a building into a 

m isde m e anor w ith in it’s se t of « h om e land 

se curity » law s (Lois sur la Se curité 

Intérie ure ) tw o ye ars ago -, it’s usually still 

possible  to sq uat a building in France  w ith out 

ris k ing im prisonm e nt. Eve n if th e  law , w h ich  

usually is on th e  s ide  of th e  ow ne rs, orde rs an 

e viction, m ost of th e  tim e  th e  actual e viction 

can be  postpone d for m onth s (e ve n ye ars) in 

case  sq uatte rs de cide  to struggle  le gally, and 

e spe cially if th e y do so on a political and public 

ground. A large  num be r of e victions also cre ate  

an opportunity for acts of re s istance , w h ich  

can m ak e  re -ope nings q uick e r and e asie r.

Ove r th e  last ye ars, se ve ral sq uats h ave  e ve n 

m anage d to block  e viction th re ats and to be  

grante d a ce rtain stability afte r long struggle s, 

som e tim e s afte r ne gotiating w ith  th e  ow ne rs 

(w h ich  itse lf cause d m any dispute s). Th at’s th e  

case  for l’Espace  autogéré de s Tanne rie s in 

Dijon, for th e  Clandé in Toulouse , or th e  102 in 

Gre noble , w h ich  h ave  all e xiste d for ove r 8 

ye ars now . On th e  oth e r h and, m any of th e  

m ost active  sq uats th rough out th e  last ye ars, 

such  as le s 400 couve rts in Gre noble , Le s 

Diable s Ble us in Nice , or l’Ek luse rie  in Re nne s 

h ave  all be e n e victe d last ye ar. In th e  

m e antim e , in Paris, th e  socialist m ayor doe sn’t 

e ve n se e m  to care  anym ore  about le gal 

proce e dings to e vict pe ople , e spe cially since  

last ye ars’ fire s in buildings sq uatte d by ille gal 

im m igrants. Th e re fore  it se e m s ne ce ssary for 

th e  m ove m e nt to build up e nough  stre ngth  on 

a nation-w ide  scale , as w e ll as to carry on 

m ak ing alliance s and coope rating outside  of 

th e  sq uat sce ne .



Digital Struggle s

Indym edia &  th e M ovem ent - Defense 

of Activist Servers &  Autonom ous 

Com m unication Structures - D igital 

Resistances

(P2P,Free Softw are,etc.).

Conte nts

Alte rnative  Se rve rs vs. Ne w  

Re pre ssions

H ow  can w e  colle ctive ly face  ne w  law s 

e nforcing data re te ntion on th e  inte rne t, to 

pre ve nt our com m unication structure s from  

be com ing th e  w e ak  points in our activism ? 

H ow  can w e  build strong use r com m unitie s 

around alte rnative  se rve rs, to allow  aw are ne ss 

and solidarity in case  of proble m s (s ince  righ t 

now , m ost activists using our se rvice s don’t 

re alise  it’s im portant and w on’t e asily m obilise  

to de fe nd it)? Possible  le gal attack s, individual 

&  colle ctive  re sponsability, re s istance  tactics, 

e tc.

Se e  th e  m ore  in-de pth  invitation for th is 

spe cific discuss ion. It is available  h e re .

Indym e dia &  th e  Move m e nt, 

M e diactivism , e tc.

Th e re ’s a co-de pe nde ncy be tw e e n indym e dia &  

grass-roots, anti-auth oritarian &  anti-capitalist 

m ove m e nts it e m e rge d from ; but a ne w  

m e diactivist « tre nd » is popping up around 

indym e dia - dange rs? pe rspe ctive s? h ow  can 

w e  re build/e nsure  close r inte raction in 

be tw e e n indym e dia &  radical social 

m ove m e nts, e tc.?

Ne w  Digital Struggle s, Ge e k  Figh ts

Softw are  pate nts, re pre ss ion of pe e r to pe e r, IP 

&  data re te ntion law s are  attack ing digital 

fre e dom  daily; som e  ge e k s try to de fe nd th e ir 

te rritory, and som e  ne w  struggle s e m e rge  w ith  

difficulty - h ow  can w e  inte ract w ith , e xte nd 

th e se  figh ts? w h at are  th e  pe rspe ctive s, tactics, 

e tc.? h ow  can h ack labs/ope n-acce ss space  

bring toge th e r ge e k  &  activist culture s and 

possibly fill th e  gap?



Introduction

W h at follow s  is  an invitation to participate  

in a discus s ion on th e  de fe ns e  of 

autonom ous  s e rve rs  and alte rnative  

com m unication structure s . It is  planne d as  

part of a « digital struggle s  » focus , during 

th e  Europe an Pe ople ’s  Global Action (PGA) 

confe re nce , th at is  to h appe n around 

France  from  August 19 th  to Se pte m be r 3rd. 

More  inform ation on PGA and th e  

confe re nce  its e lf can be  found at th e  e nd of 

th is  m e s sage , and by follow ing its  link s .

Th is  invitation is  s e nt to th e  follow ing 

s e rve rs ’ adm inistrators : s q uat.ne t, 

inve ntati.org, e cn.org, s indom inio.ne t, 

nadir.org, so36.ne t, dom aine public.ne t, 

nodo50.org, boum .org, poivron.org, 

m ovim e nts .ne t, no-log.org, sam izdat.ne t, 

tuxic.nl, alte rn.org, ak tivix.org, ris e up.ne t, 

re s ist.ca, and a fe w  oth e rs . Th e  re alisation 

of th is  discus s ion space  and its  e xte nt 

h igh ly de pe nd on fe e dback  th is  call 

ge ne rate s . Ple as e  te ll if/h ow  you’re  (not) 

inte re ste d, w anna contribute  som e th ing, 

can or cannot participate , e tc.

In s h ort, th is  m om e nt inte nds  to bring us  

adm ins  toge th e r to discus s  th e  curre nt 

s ituation, s h are  e xpe rie nce s , e nvis ion 

strate gie s , and pos s ibly organis e . It also 

aim s  at facilitating an e ncounte r in be tw e e n 

th os e  w h o provide  th e s e  online  s e rvice s  and 

th e ir us e rs , nam e ly th e  activist com m unity, 

in orde r to confront incom ing re pre s s ions  

altoge th e r. Th is  w ould h appe n in be tw e e n 

th e  19 th  &  th e  28th  of August 2006, at th e  

autonom ous  space  « Le s  Tanne rie s  », in 

Dijon, France . A m ore  in de pth  e xplanation 

follow s .

Conte xt

Ove r th e  last fe w  ye ars , th e  Inte rne t h as  

be com e  a m ain tool for radical activism . 

De ce ntralize d action organizing, broade r 

ne tw ork ing &  com m unication, Indym e dia, 

w e b-radios  &  various  counte r-inform ation 

initiative s , conte nt dis s e m ination &  

m ove m e nt vis ib ility, collaborative  w riting &  

k now le dge  s h aring, am ong oth e rs… h ave  

be e n facilitate d, e xte nde d, or som e tim e s  

e ve n allow e d by activist appropriation of 

com puting, w ith  a num be r of initiative s  now  

be ing de pe nde nt upon th e  Inte rne t as  a 

re s ult.

As  radical te ch ie s , anar(ch o)ge e k s , h ack lab 

m e m be rs , k e yboard s q uatte rs , te ch -aw are  

activists , autonom ous  adm inistrators… 

w e ’ve  ofte n dire ctly participate d in th at 

e volution, advocating s ubve rs ive  us e s  of 

ne w  te ch nologie s , h ack ing fre e  softw are  &  

s h aring k now le dge  w ith  pas s ion, running 

s e rve rs  for re volution. W e ’ve  s e e n (m ost of) 

our frie nds  le ave  h otm ail be h ind, h ttps  

e ve ntually be com ing tre ndy, and m ore  and 

m ore  pe ople  &  groups , proje cts  &  

cam paigns , h oste d on our m ach ine s , rath e r 

th an fe e ding som e  com pany.

Proble m

Inte rne t h as  long be e n a re lative ly safe  

place  to be , e xe m pt from  h ars h  gove rnm e nt 

policy. But tim e s  h ave  ch ange d, and are  

ch anging e ve n m ore  rapidly: w ith  

inform ation socie ty com e s  data re te ntion, 

w h ich  translate s  to com pulsory us e r 

tracability and adm inistrator re sponsability. 

All ove r Europe , countrie s  are  adjusting 

th e ir le gal fram e w ork s  to e nforce  police  

acce s s  to logs , and s w e e p aw ay Inte rne t 

privacy. Se rve r s e izure s  &  intrus ions  by 

officials , be  th e y le gal or not, h ave  

incre as e d late ly, and, am ong oth e rs , h ave  

targe tte d Indym e dia &  Inve ntati.

As  us e rs , w e  face  th e  ris k  of our digital 

intim acy be ing re ve ale d to auth oritie s; but 

as  adm inistrators , w e  face  dire ct re pre s s ion 

if w e  re fus e  to com ply, to log, to de nounce  - 

to be com e  police  as s istants  as  w e ’re  

Autonom ous Servers

Call for a m e e ting to de fe nd our autonom ous  s e rve rs



W h e n Stre e ts  Are  Burning.

Call for M eetings about recent 

popular uprisings in France and 

e xpe cte d to - now , soone r or late r. Be caus e  

our te ch  activism  involve s  spre ading voice s  

so th at th e y can’t be  s h ut by auth oritie s , 

be caus e  providing alte rnative  

com m unication structure s  for our 

m ove m e nts  im plie s  h e lping ours e lve s , as  

activists , to stay safe  in th e  cybe rw orld, w e  

can only re fus e  th e  e m e rge nce  of s uch  

s e curitarian policy, nor can w e  ignore  th e  

ris k s  w e  face  acting accordingly.

Th e re  h as  ye t be e n little  m obilisation 

against th os e  m e asure s , and th ough  all 

could dire ctly be  affe cte d, m ost activists  

are n’t aw are  of th e  s ituation, h e nce  not 

re ady to re act if som e th ing bad h appe ns . 

W h ile  inde pe nde nt s e rve rs  h ave  be com e  

crucial &  s e ns itive  h ubs  of our 

com m unication, th e re  s e e m s  to be  ve ry 

little  aw are ne s s  of th e ir im portance , of th e  

ne e d for th e ir de fe ns e  &  pre s e rvation. 

W h ile  w e  w ill e as ily m obilize  to de fe nd a 

com m on re s source  s uch  as  a social ce ntre  

th re ate ne d w ith  e viction, h ow  m any w ill w e  

be  to figh t a le gal agre s s ion against our 

digital structure s  of com m unication?

Re action?

Isn’t it tim e  to addre s s  th is  unde rlying 

proble m ? H ow  can w e  stre s s  th e  

im portance  of our structure s  of 

com m unication, rais e  aw are ne s s  about 

th e ir pote ntial vulne rability, and, m ost 

im portantly, build solidarity? Th e  « digital 

struggle s  » focus  w ith in th e  PGA could be  

one  s uch  space  for addre s s ing th e s e  is s ue s; 

it could allow  us  all - adm ins  and us e rs  - to 

m e e t, s h are  and build pe rspe ctive s  around 

our digital s e rvice s  &  com m unitie s .

Furth e rm ore , th is  could be  a space  for 

inte r-s e rve r coordination, colle ctive  

th ough t and e xpe rie nce -s h aring around our 

te ch nical de ve lopm e nts  &  practice s . 

Traditionnally, adm in w ork  is  carrie d by a 

s ingle  te ch ie , and it’s  h ard to participate  

for anyone  w h o’s  not an e xpe rt alre ady; do 

w e  m anage  to organis e  diffe re ntly? Late ly, 

som e  colle ctive s  h ave  im ple m e nte d and 

trie d out m e th ods  for adm inistrating 

com pute r re s source s  colle ctive ly; h ow  can 

w e  m e rge  political conce rns  in our w ay of 

doing th ings  and th e  practical ne e d of 

k e e ping a m ach ine  running? Etc.

So m uch  for proposals . As  of now , a fe w  

individuals  from  s q uat.ne t, poivron.org, no-

log.org, boum .org, indym e dia.org h ave  

announce d th e ir participation, a 

pre s e ntation of m e tch e  is  e xpe cte d (m e tch e  

is  a program  de s igne d to e as e  te am  w ork  

on a s e rve r, de ve loppe d by th e  boum .org 

colle ctive ), as  w e ll as  a tor w ork s h op. Th e  

re st de pe nds  on furth e r contributions  &  

answ e rs  to th is  invitation. Ple as e  s e nd 

re actions  to stam p-ds@ pgaconfe re nce .org !

elsew h ere…

Afte r m as s ive  outbre ak s  of rioting and 

re b e llion in th e  s uburbs  last autom n 

follow ing th e  de ath  of tw o young boys  

ch as e d by th e  police , th is  s pring in 

France  th e re  w as  a long and w ide s pre ad 

s ocial and radical m ove m e nt w ith  m as s  

s upport.

In January 2006, Dom iniq u e  de  Ville pin 

pre s e nte d a b ill calle d th e  ’Eq ual 

O pportunitie s  Act’ in particular as  a 

re s pons e  to th e  autum n riots  : th is  

involve d re m oving fam ily allow ance s  for 

th e  fam ilie s  of truant ch ildre n, th e  

pos s ib ility to fire  w ork e rs  w ith out any 

jus tification, bringing back  



appre ntice s h ips  from  th e  age  of 14 e tc.

Afte r s e ve ral m onth s  of acros s -th e -board 

unive rs ity occupation, s tre e t riots , dire ct 

action and e conom ic dis ruption, th e  

Fre nch  gove rnm e nt w ith dre w  its  plans , 

for th e  firs t tim e  in ye ars , in a conte xt 

lik e  th is  (re m e m b e r 19 9 5)

Apart from  th e  w ith draw al of planne d 

lgislation aim e d at m ak ing e m ploym e nt 

e ve n m ore  ins e cure , w h ich  unfortunate ly 

m ak e s  ve ry little  diffe re nce  to capitalis t 

oppre s s ion, th e  m ove m e nt s tre ngh th e ne d 

pe ople s ’ de te rm ination, and ope ne d a 

m ajor bre ach  th rough  its  colle ctive  m ode s  

of action and living.

O ne  of th e  m os t e ncouraging and 

s tim ulating s ide s  of th e  anti-CPE 

’m ove m e nt’ w as  th e  e ch o of w ide ly s h are d 

radical criticis m  of th e  s tructure s  of th e  

State  and th e  e conom y, of s alarie d 

e m ploym e nt as  th e  norm , of patte rns  of 

cons um ption, of e conom ic grow th  and 

lib e ral individualis m .

M ost unive rs itie s  and a large  num be r of 

uppe r s e condary s ch ools  w e re  s h ut dow n 

for tw o m onth s  or longe r. Prote s t action 

s pre ad lik e  w ildfire  from  one  tow n to 

anoth e r, w ith  roads , pos tal s orting office s , 

airports , railw ay s tations , bu ilding s ite s  

block e d; occupations  took  place  in tow n 

h alls , re gional council h e adq uarte rs , 

e m ploym e nt office s; th e re  w e re  acts  of 

s abotage , w ith  te m porary e m ploym e nt 

age ncie s  and political party office s  tak e n 

to th e  m ove rs , organis e d rioting and 

action by affinity groups  , to re de corate  

and de m olis h  during de m ons trations , 

th e re  w e re  s e lf-applie d price  cuts  in 

s h ops; railw ay line s  w e re  cut, bu ildings  

dam age d, political rallie s  w e re  dis rupte d, 

and politicians ’ s u its  w e re  a targe t….It 

w as  a long tim e  s ince  w e  w itne s s e d s o 

m uch  s upport from  th e  population; bonds  

of s olidarity w e re  tie d w ith  oth e r groups , 

lik e  undocum e nte d fore igne rs , pe ople  on 

w e lfare , une m ploye d w om e n and m e n, 

w ork e rs  in th e  e nte rtainm e nt indus try (le s  

inte rm itte nts ), and e m ploye e s  w h o w e nt 

b e yond th e  grudging s upport of th e  m ain 

trade  unions . In m any tow n, e ach  day 

th e re  w e re  s pontane ous  de m ons trations , 

nigh ttim e  de m ons trations , s om e  of w h ich  

re gularly e nde d in riots .

W h ile  th e  prim e  m inis te r rante d on lik e  a 

s cratch e d LP re pe ating daily on te le vis ion 

h is  re fus al to w ith draw  th e  b ill, pe ople  

b e cam e  angrie r and angrie r, and 

th ous ands  of pe ople  in ge ne ral m e e tings  

de cide d to call for th e  de s truction of 

capitalis m , an am ne s ty for th e  Nove m be r 

riote rs , abolition of borde rs , m ak ing 

s te w ards  at de m ons trations  into dire ct 

action groups , and planting ve ge table  

garde ns  in th e  grounds  of unive rs itie s . 

Th e  Fre nch  police  w e re  at a los s , and one  

of th e  m ain police  trade  unions  e ve n 

b e gge d th e  gove rnm e nt to give  w ay and 

announce d in public th at it w as  afraid 

th at ’ m as s ive  h atre d of th e  police  could 

s pre ad am ongst young pe ople  ’ and th at 

th e  s ituation could b e com e  uncontrollable .

As  th e  facts  s h ow , in com paris on w ith  

oth e r prote s ts  ove r th e  pas t fe w  ye ars , 

w h at is  s trik ing is  jus t h ow  far th e re  w as  

w ide s pre ad agre e m e nt th at s truggle s  w ill 

only s ucce e d th rough  a dive rs ity of dire ct 

actions , and to fe e l to w h at e xte nt pe ople  

re cognis e d th e  ne e d for a k ind of 

’ille galis m ’. It w as  unth ink able  jus t to 

carry on going to clas s e s  and to e xpre s s  

q u ie tly and ’de m ocratically’ our m as s  

dis agre e m e nt on th e  s tre e ts , in auth oris e d 

m arch e s , and oth e r occas ions  w h e re  w e  

w e re  k indly allow e d to dis play th e  

fre e dom  to dis agre e . Ins pite  of pre s s ure  

from  all q uarte rs , it w as  cle ar th at, for th e  

m ove m e nt to continu e , daily life  h ad to 

s top, unive rs itie s  and h igh  s ch ools  h ad to 

b e  blocade d, re de corate d, and turne d 

ups ide  dow n. Its  pre cis e ly th is  s toppage  

of daily life  w h ich  brough t about ge nu ine  

ch ange  for a fe w  m onth s  in our live s  and 

w h ich  ove rturne d m any of th e  w ays  in 

w h ich  w e  re late  to e ach  oth e r; it w as  th e  

s pice  of th e  s truggle ; it m ade  s pace  and 

tim e  for oth e r alte rnative s  to dis m al 

e nrolm e nt in e xploitation as  w age -e arne rs  

and cons um e rs .



Th is  h as  all le ft b e h ind 

m any track s  and ne w  

e ne rgie s….

To s e e  w h at to do ne xt, w e  w ould lik e  to 

invite  to Dijon com m itte d pe ople  and 

colle ctive s  to s h are  e xpe rie nce s  and to 

th ink  about h ow  to follow  up th e  alliance s  

and practice s  th at h ave  s prung up. W e  

w ould also lik e  to s h are  w ith  oth e r 

Europe an activis t, s pe cially from  

Ge rm any and Gre e ce , w h o h ave  in re ce nt 

m onth s  b e e n at th e  h e art of th e  s am e  

k ind up s ocial uph e avals .

Th e re  w ill be  talk s , film s , de bate s  and 

e xh ib itions , and in addition, h e re  are  

s om e  topics  w e  w ould lik e  input on for 

de bate s  and w ork s h ops :

•th e  le gacy of th e  m ove m e nts  of th e  

une m ploye d at th e  e nd of th e  9 0’s , of th e  

undocum e nte d fore igne rs , th e  w ay in 

w h ich  th e  h igh  s ch ool m ove m e nt in 2005 

trigge re d an uncom prom is ing approach , 

or h ow  pe ople  w e re  s truck  by Nove m be r’s  

riots  and th e ir dire ct as s ault agains t th e  

State .

• inve ntive ne s s  in th e  ch oice  of actions , 

and h ow  th e  de cis ion to block  th e  

e conom y focus e d e ne rgie s  and m ade  u s  

s tronge r. For th e  future , w e  m us t th ink  

about h ow  w e  can m aintain, pas s  on and 

m ultiply th e s e  type s  of action.

•th e  long-te rm  s truggle s  borne  by part 

of th e  m ove m e nt re fus ing not only th e  

CPE but also s alarie d e m ploym e nt, and 

th e  logic of e conom ic grow th  and 

e ducation-cons um ption.

•th e  w ay in w h ich  s e ve ral m onth s  of 

occupation of unive rs itie s  gave  th e  

opportunity to de ve lop s e lf-organis e d 

colle ctive  living e xpe rie nce s . Th e  

im portance  of re claim ing s pace s  for th e  

s truggle ….and th e  s pe cial k ind of 

e xpe rie nce s  and w h at h appe ne d in th os e  

s pace s .

•th e  tools  for organis ation, as s e m bly, 

and de cis ion m ak ing th at pe ople  in 

s truggle  in diffe re nt tow ns  cre ate d… 

national coordinations , m e s s y or ve ry 

form alis tic m e e tings , affinity groups , 

as s e m blie s  in s truggle , th e  im portance  of 

th e  m yth  of m ajority voting to le gitim is e  

th e  s truggle ….

•th e  s tre ngth  and autonom y of th e  

m ove m e nt, as  w e ll as  its  pe rs is te nt 

fragility in th e  face  of trade  union 

m anipulation, m e dia propaganda, or th e  

’e nd’ de cre e d w ith  s om e  s ucce s s  by th e  

gove rnm e nt by th e  w ith draw al of part of 

th e  b ill.

•re lations  w ith  th e  m e dia and h ow  th e  

m ove m e nt acte d w ith out th e m , boycotte d 

th e m  or e ve n targe te d th e m , by b e ing 

s trong e nough  to avoid re lying on th e m  

for vis ib ility, and by s h ow ing up th e  

m e dia’s  role  as  a guardian of th e  s ocial 

orde r and th e  lib e ral dis cours e .

•by contras t, h ow  im portant it w as  to 

m as s ive ly us e  tools  lik e  Indym e dia to 

arrange  m e e tings , com m unicate  about 

actions , and de bate ….

•analys is  of th e  link s  b e tw e e n th e  

m ove m e nt in th e  s pring and th e  

’s uburbs ’; th e  ve ry low  le ve l of 

involve m e nt of activis t circle s  in th e  

Nove m be r riots  and th e  link s  of s olidarity 

w h ich  did, h ow e ve r, m anage  to e m e rge  

s om e tim e s . Alliance s  and conflicts  during 

th e  m ove m e nt b e tw e e n ’s uburb youth ’ 

and ’s tude nts ’; facing th e  re ality of th e s e  

divis ions  and h ow  th e y are  s e ldom  

ove rcom e  in th e  cours e  of th e  s truggle .

• h ow  th is  k ind of s ocial m ove m e nt can 

bre ak  dow n th e  w alls  around th e  

’radicals ’. M any activis ts  w e re  am aze d to 

s e e  h ow  ve ry m arginal practice s  and 

ide as  can s udde nly find m as s  acce ptance  

in a conte xt of s ocial cris is  and s truggle .

• h ow  s om e  e s tablis h e d activis t groups  

e ith e r m ade  a de cis ive  contribution to th e  

w h irlw ind or found th e m s e lve s  s ide line d.

•pros pe cts  for th e  tim e  afte r th e  

m ove m e nt; h ow  to cre ate  a lasting 

s truggle  and continu e  to coordinate , 

e xch ange  practice s  and e ith e r pre pare  for 

or fan th e  flam e s  of th e  ne xt re volt.

•s upport for th e  victim s  of re pre s s ion.

Th os e  are  s om e  ide as , and it’s  up to you 

to bring in ne w  one s , and proposals  for 

w ork s h ops…..in advance , if pos s ible , s o 

w e  can pre pare  and s tart draw ing up a 



program m e .

Som e  link s  tow ards  te xts  re s ulting from  th e  

figh ts  against th e  CPE and its  w orld:

•Le  CPE, u ne  gou tte  d’e au  dans  u n lac de  rage  -

Qu e lq u e s  re m arq u e s  s u r la viole nce , l’illégalité 

e t l’orie ntation de s  lutte s  sociale s  (Gre noble , 

avril 2006), translation: - e nglis h  -  ge rm an

•CPE - « Le  M onde  s e  re fe rm e -t- il ?" follow  by 

« Pou s s e r le  m onde  q u i s ’écroule  » &  « l’Appe l 

de  Raspail » +  Bonu s

h ttp://infok ios q u e s .ne t/s pip.ph p?article =332

•« Réfle xions  s u r le  soulève m e nt e n France  » 

(bu re au  of pu blic s e cre ts  22 m ai 2006)  

fre nch : 

h ttp://w w w .bops e cre ts .org/Fre nch /france 2006.h tm

e nglis h : 

h ttp://w w w .bops e cre ts .org/re ce nt/france 2006.h tm

japane s : 

h ttp://w w w .bops e cre ts .org/japane s e /france 2006.h tm

Radical Gh e tto

Th e Radical Gh etto and W ays of 

Opening up to Oth ers…

Tw o re m ark s w ith  re gard to th e  ’gh e tto’:

•Marginalisation of th e  activist te nde ncy: h ow  to 

le ave  th e  gh e tto w ith out possible  conflicts of inte re st 

th rough  involvem e nt w ith  NGO’s e tc, in oth e r w ords, 

re form ists?

•De struction of m ilitantism  and th e  de velopm e nt of 

a w ay of life  w ith out conflicts be tw e e n: private  

life /political activitie s/w ork  life .

And oth e r com m on activist ills. Is th e re  a m ore  

satisfactory w ay of going about th ings?

Th e se  tw o q ue stions are  sligh tly diffe re nt, but 

both  de al w ith  th e  sam e  proble m : h ow  to k e e p 

and de ve lop our political ide ntity w ith out be ing 

isolate d from  oth e r pe ople  - or from  ce rtain 

aspe cts of our live s?

Th e  « gh e tto », its ide ntifying group and its 

m ilitant practice s, pe rm it us to ge t toge th e r, 

re s ist, e xist in th e  face  of pre ssure  of socie ty’s 

norm s and dom inant practice s. Its probably 

im possible  for a social group to diffe re ntiate  

itse lf from  oth e rs w ith out de ve loping its ow n 

custom s, value s, language , e ve n m usical 

taste s, w ays of dre ss ing (black  cloth e s!) e tc. 

Th is give s us stre ngth . W e  lik e  it. Its all good.



Th e  proble m  is th at our actions and value s are  

aim e d at ch anging th e  outside  w orld. Not just 

at cre ating a cozy h e rm e tically se ale d little  

alte rnative  w orld for ourse lve s. W e  w ill only 

succe e d if w e  link  up w ith  and m ak e  ourse lve s 

unde rstood by oth e rs w h o are  also pe ople  

disguste d by th is socie ty! At its w orst 

radicalism  be com e s a sort of inve rse  e lite  of 

anti-capitalists, anarch ists, e tc. w h o conside r 

th e m se lve s m ore  e volve d, pure r, and brave r. 

Th e y be lie ve  th e y k now  e ve ryth ing, and 

th e re fore  stick  to e ach  oth e r be cause  oth e rs 

cannot unde rstand… gre at for th e  e go but not 

ve ry e fficie nt. And ofte n, in fact, th is le ads 

slow ly but sure ly tow ards a corporate  w ay of 

acting. Each  pe rson figh ts prim arily for th e ir 

ow n inte re sts and, w h ile  th is can be  good, if, at 

th e  e nd of th e  day, w e  are  only inte re ste d in 

de fe nding our ow n w ay of life  (i.e .: sq uats) 

w h at is th e  diffe re nce  be tw e e n ourse lve s and 

th e  corporate  unions th at w e  criticise  (unions, 

in th e ir turn, be lie ve  th at sq uatte rs just w ant a 

fre e  place  to live )? W orse , w ith  tim e , th is 

attitude  could e nd up drifting tow ards a k ind of 

alte rnative  cocoon or tow ards righ t-w ing 

cynicism .

Its not th at w e  are  doing it on purpose ! But 

h ow  to bre ak  dow n divisions and m e dia-

cre ate d ste re otype s? In our socie ty w e  are n’t 

th at use d to talk ing dire ctly w ith  pe ople . Its via 

TV th at w e  k now  w h ats going on. Our poste rs, 

le afle ts, de m onstrations are  som e w h at e fficie nt 

in re grouping our ’band’ (such  th at it is) but 

w h at e ffe ct on passe rs-by, our fe llow  city 

dw e lle rs? Its got to th e  point th at ofte n th e re  is 

nobody w h o w ill try to distribute  le afle ts or 

ch at to pe ople  be cause  ultim ate ly th e y don’t 

k now  h ow . In re ality, de m onstrations truly e xist 

only if cove re d by th e  m e dia. Th e re fore  its th e  

m e dia th at form ulate s (or re form ulate s m ore  to 

th e  point) our m e ssage ! At th e  Europe an PGA 

confe re nce  at Le ide n th e re  w as a guy from  

Attac (a Fre nch  organisation figh ting for 

distribution of stock  e xch ange  profits) w h o 

cam e . It w as incre dibly inte re sting to se e  th e  

difficulty w e  h ad in e xplaining to h im  our 

criticism s of h is organisation. It w as as if w e  

s im ply w e re n’t use d to inte racting w ith  

som e one  w ith  a diffe ring political vie w point. 

Our attitude  is a little  sch izoph re nic be cause  

m ost of us are  not full tim e  activists (h appily!). 

In our ’full-tim e ’ e xiste nce , in our w ork  live s 

and private  live s, w e  are  naturally oblige d to 

live  by m ore  conve ntional rule s.

Th e re  are  obviously ple nty of pe ople  w h o both  

dre am  of and put into practice  an ove rall life  

goal; w h o avoid com partm e ntalisation by 

organis ing th e ir e ntire  life  (private  life , w ork  

e tc) in a w ay th at is consiste nt w ith  th e ir 

political ide as. Cool if you can m anage  th at, 

but obviously th at once  again pose s th e  

q ue stion of gh e ttoisation and re lations w ith  th e  

outside  w orld.

Se e k ing e scape  from  th is im passe , h ow e ve r, 

th e re  are  inte re sting e xpe rim e nts: autonom ous 

social space s (Ge ne va), th e atre  h appe nings, 

diffe re nt stre e t (or sh op) e ve nts, storie s such  

as th e  first pe rson to start « Pre carias la 

de riva »(a Madrid organisation figh ting for 

w om e n w ith out job se curity: 

h ttp://w w w .s indom inio.ne t/k arak ola/pre carias.h

tm ).

And e ach  one  of us, at w ork , for e xam ple , do 

w e  not talk  about politics? Ye s, th e re ’s lots to 

talk  about …and act upon!



To get back  one’s 

feet on th e 

ground.

In 1800, 85% of Fre nch  population fe d itse lf 

and fe d th e  15% le ft. Today, agriculture  

re pre se nts 3.6% of active  population. In 20 

ye ars, it w ill re pre se nt 2%. Th is activity –  

totally subje ct to ch e m ical industry’s, food 

industry’s and de partm e nt store s’ 

distribution’s inte re sts –  poisons grounds and 

im pove ris h e s biodive rsity ; it h uge ly consum e s 

gre e nh ouse  e ffe ct e ne rgy, use s up w ate r 

re se rve s and e ndange rs a gre at num be r of 

ve ge tal and anim al spe cie s (including ours) in 

th e  th ird w orld or h e re . GMO and 

nanote ch nologie s (ch iping anim als is only th e  

be ginning) w ill incre ase  th e  pow e r of a sm all 

num be r of m ultinational com panie s on living.

Ne arly e ve ryth ing in our e nvironm e nt, 

e ducation, culture  and consum ption push e s us 

back  from  concre te  and practical k now le dge  of 

th e se  fundam e ntal ge sture s th at consist in 

fe e ding ourse lve s, dre ss ing ourse lve s, loving 

ourse lve s, building our ow n h om e s, 

e nte rtaining… W ork  h as be e n divide d, life  

atom ize d, artificialize d and w e  h ave  be com e  an 

out-soile d population in a h uge  store  w h e re  

e ve ryth ing is unde r control, w ith  som e  

Disne yland se ctors w e  still nam e  e arth .

In front of such  a s ituation, w e  can h ide  our 

face , trust “Scie nce ”, not look  at ye t 

irre parable  dam age  on our plane t, not te ll 

ourse lve s th at th e  announce d e nd of pe trol w ill 

le ad to –  in addition to an e xplosion of w ars 

th at h ave  alre ady be gun in th e  M iddle -East and 

e lse w h e re  - disaste rs in se rie s in an agriculture  

totally de pe nde nt on th is e ne rgy and Mark e t. 

W e  can also com plain, as w e  ofte n do, in front 

of m ortifying and ligh tning progre ss in our 

daily life … w e  can not stop progre ss! More ove r 

it’s so conve nie nt …

W e  can also start re acting, trying to ge t our 

fe e t and h ands back  on th is e arth . Som e  young 

(or not) pe ople  are  atte nding to se ttle  on it to 

be com e  farm e rs. Buye rs’ ne tw ork s, dire ct 

e xch ange s are  built. Colle ctive  ve ge table  

garde ns are  starting to grow . City pe ople  are  

trying to tak e  back  – at le ast partially- th is vital 

issue  of food. Th e  re ason is th at in front of 

spe culation on th e  price  of e arth , th e  ch ange  of 

our farm s in cottage s for w e alth y e aste rn 

Europe an citize ns, to re act h as be com e  an 

e m e rge ncy.

Colle ctive  answ e rs to th is crucial issue  of 

acce ss to e arth  are  organizing (such  as th e  

GFA in Martre s de  Be l in Pe nne , in th e  Tarn 

County or th is of La Ruch e ). Oth e r initiative s 

are  on, such  as th e  buying back  of e arth  in th e  

Lot County. Som e  “tontine s” (fre e  inte re st 

loans from  pe rson to pe rson) h ave  be e n se t. 

Th e y m atch  th e  atte m pts in citie s for fre e  

acce ss to h ousing to counte ract spe culation on 

buildings. Th e  righ t to h ave  a h om e  ve rsus 

private  prope rty, autonom y, re spe ct and justice  

ve rsus de pe nde nce , irre sponsibility and 

subm iss ion are  th e  value s claim e d in th e se  

m ove m e nts.

To le t pe ople  k now  about th e se  adve nture s, a 

re lay group h as be e n built in Toulouse . It aim s 

at se nsibilizing pe ople  around by sh ow ing 

film s, organizing le cture s, m e e tings and 

de bate s and allow ing inte re ste d pe ople , groups 

or associations to ge t involve d (active ly w e  

m e an) in th e se  proje cts.

It is ce rtainly just th e  be ginning…

quelque part à toulouse

prése ntation du lie u:

Un te rrain e n ville , trés grand, e ntouré 

d’éspace s ve rts e t dire cte m e nt e n lie n ave c le s 

pratiq ue s fraudule use s de  spéculation de s 

institutions.



Urbanisation : setting up a place to 

live in, a step forw ard against th e 

social partition instored by politics.

Th is last topic re fe rs to an answ e r to politics 

aim ing at social se paration and partition. A 

strik ing e xam ple  is offe re d by urban m e asure s 

in th e  fre nch  suburbs : gre at one -w ay stre e ts 

allow ing e asy and q uick  isolation by th e  police , 

and a w ill to bre ak  dow n  gangw ay 

com m unications be tw e e n buidlings. Th e se  

m e asure s w ill h e lp re pre ss th e  suburb 

population follow ing ne w  le gal orde rs, for 

e xam ple  in France  Th e  LSI m e asure s, or 

proje cts for pe nite ntiary e stablish e m e nts for 

unde r age  de linq ue nts. Th e  ne w  arrange m e nts 

in th e  ce nte r of tow n cle arly aim  to re strain 

stre e t life , a sym bol of counte r-pow e r in a state  

w h e re  th e  police  is ve ry strong. All th e se  urban 

arrange m e nts arround pe ople ’s h om e s com e  

w ith  official de cis ions aim ing m ore  and m ore  

to be nd pe ople ’s life style  in th is auth oritative  

dire ction .

One  of th e  topics discusse d at Toulouse  during 

PGA confe re nce  w ill be  about urban 

arrange m e nts. W e  w ill try to th ink  about an 

urban dw e lling allow ing a re al social th re ad to 

build and survive . All th is th ink ing m ust com e  

along w ith  e xam ple s of ne w  urban 

constructions base d on solidarity be tw e e n 

inh abitants, face d w ith  th e  state  policy aim ing 

to isolate  pe ople  from  e ach  oth e r, and pre ve nt 

diffe re nt  urban are as from  com m unicating.A 

fe w  crtitical th ough ts about a social dw e lling 

policy in Toulouse  : Garde n tow nsh ips pulle d 

dow n for th e  be ne fit of a m ore  « se cure  » and 

profitable  dw e lling, at sh ort te rm  Th e  e xam ple  

of th e  garde n tow nsh ips in toulouse  during th e  

last 10 ye ars cle arly sh ow s th at a sh ort te rm  

se curity is pre fe re d to an organisation in favor 

of social bonds be tw e e n inh abitants. Th e  fact 

th at so calle d social organisations, such  as th e  

OPAC,  com e  up w ith  such  policie s is e ve n 

m ore  s h ock ing. Th e se  individual h ouse s 

surrounde d by a garde n are  slow ly giving 

place  to sm all h ouse s or block s of flats w ith out 

any space  or garde n, and de s igne d to be  

se pe rate d from  e ach  oth e r. Th e  ch ange s of 

urban landscape  w ith  th e  e lim ination of th e  

garde ns ge ne rate d space  for ye t m ore  

buildings, m ore  e xpe nsive  be cause  of se curity 

and w atch ing gadge ts ( cam e ras, close d 

parcs…)W h at are  th e  losse s in te rm s  of social 

bonds ? Sh ort te rm , th e se  policie s w ill be  

acce pte d as long as ne e de d to e xpe ll a ce rtain 

population. Long te rm , one  w ould rath e r se e  

are as w h e re  pe ople  are  attach e d to th e ir are a 

by tough  bonds. Alas, th is doe s not ple ase  th e  

e state  age nts, e ve n h idde n be h ind th e  

« social » tag .

Suburbs partitione d and displace d follow ing 

e conom ic grow th  In suburbs lik e  « la 

re yne rie  », urbanisation h as a visible  goal, 

w h ich  is to control th e  inh abitants. Gre at one  

w ay stre e ts to com e  and go from  th e  are a is a 

good e xam ple . Th e  tow n sh ip is se cure  in a fe w  

m inute s, ow ing to police  busse s at both  s ide s 

of th e  are a, controling e ve ry by com e r, for 

m onth s on e nd. Th is s ituation w as visible  

during 2005.

In orde r to pre ve nt m e ttings and re strain 

organisation, th e  gangw ays and corridors are  

to be  distroye d, be cause  of th e  strate gic 

sh e lte r th e y could offe r in case  of a police  

intrusion. Th is im plie s bre ak ing a th ird of a 

building, se parating it in tw o distinc and 

th e re fore  isolate  block s. Urbanism  is th e  

m anage m e nt of public and sh are d space s : th e  

colle cting of dustbins and th e  ge ne ral salubrity 

of th e  are a are  e sse ntial for ide al living 

conditions. Th e  Mayor’s are a is cle ane d tow  

tim e s a day by 3 diffe re nt dust truck s. Th e se  

tow n sh ips w ill slow ly loose  th e ir inh abitants,, 

be cause  of th e  GPV ( Gre at tow n proje ct). Th is 

im plie s cre ating com m unicating stre e ts, 

bre ak ing dow n old buildings, to allow  th e  

te ch nological aura to sh ow  at th e  e xte m e  e dge  

of tow n. Th e  building of ne w  



Urban are as w ill isolate  te h  tovw n sh ips. 

During th e  riots of nove m be r 2005, it w as 

im possible  to re ach  « la re yne rie  » afte r 4 in 

th e  afte rnoon by bus or unde rground, and by 

car it took  an h our and a h alf from  th e  ce nte r 

of tow n .

Tow n ce nte rs, com m e rcial 

w indow  for th e  inh abitants, 

w h e n th e  attitude  tow ards 

urban space  ge ts com m e rcial

Th e  ce nte r of tow n is turne d into a gigantic 

sale s w indow , nice  place s to stop are  be com ing 

e xpositions, th e re  are  m any ide as still to find. 

Adapting dw e lling to th e  

surroundings Se lf constructing m e ans 

arrange m e nts aroung living space s are  not 

only for spe cialists, but for th ose  w h o w ant to 

im agine  th e ir living space . It also m e ans 

adapting to th e  e nvirom m e nt th e  building 

m ate rials ( localy use d, or in tow n, pick e d up 

from  old building site s). During th e  m e e ting in 

toulouse , w e  w ill study th e  proposition of 

building a h ouse  m ade  of fre e  and disposable  

m ate rials (e arth , sand, w ood, m e tal 

fe nce s…)com m e rcial : one  h as no m ore  ch oice  

but to stop at th e  te rrasse  of a café . Douste  

Blazy, th e  m ayor of toulouse , prom ise d th e  

s h op k e e pe rs of th e  ce nte r of tow n ne ve r to 

turn it into a pe de strian are a, in fe ar of 

« m arginal » visitors in th e  ce nte r of tow n. 

Stre e t be h aviour is orde re d  by se curity law s 

for control : no m e e tings out of fe stive  

conditions, sq uare s re built to pre ve nt 

m e e tings, w h ole  are as re m ode le d be cause  of 

th e ir subve rsive  population, re place d by rich e r 

consum e rs. But if th e  inh abitants ch oose  to use  

th at space  as th e y w ant, th e  police  inte rfe rs, 

such  as th e  « fe te  de  la m usiq ue  » 2005, 

w h e re  pe ople  re alise d th at th e y couldn’t w alk  

fre e ly in toulouse . In barce lona , pe ople  are  

not allow e d to w alk  w ith out a goal afte r 

nigh tfall. A critical vie w  of today’s urbanism  

im plie s a global re fle ction, not individual to 

e ach  tow nsh ip. 

A fe w  ide as for an alte rnative  

use  of our space  : 

com m unicating ce lls, th e  

notion of private  prope rty  and 

use  prope rty

Autonom ous tow nsh ips doe s not m e an to sh ut 

in populations, turning th e m  into com m unitie s , 

but rath e r to allow  th e m  an inde pe nde nce  

com ce rning  a space . « La re yne rie  » is a 

e xam ple  of non autonom ous ce lls in te rm s of 

public se rvice s (garbage  colle ction, postal 

se rvice , cultural and social activitie s). To th e  

contrary, th e  ce nte r of tow n h as an opposite  

re lation, as it ce ntralise s th e  activitie s of th e  

suburbs. 

Th e se  autonom ous ce lls m ust h ave  acce ss to 

com m unication ne tw ork s (public transport, 



abse nce  of h igh  spe e d stre e ts going th rough  

th e  tow nsh ip, w h o pre ve nt acce s to 

pe de strians, gre e n park s be tw e e n 2 ce lls 

allow ing m e e tings aw ay from  th e  oppre ss ive  

com m e rcial ath m osph e re )

Th is autonom ous ce ll principle  sh ow s a s im ple  

ide a : th e  fre e  ch oice  of any inh abitant to is 

ch oice  of a dw e lling, and th e  w ay one  ch oose s 

to use  and m ak e  th e  m ost of it. Th is also 

conce rns a group of dw e llings, in th e  w ay th e y 

com m unicate , and sh are  bonds and solodarity. 

In Toulouse  , th is is difficult for th e  

inh abitants of « la re yne rie  », and th ose  of 

th e  garde n tow n sh ips, as w e lle  as th ose  of th e  

ce nte r of tow n : th e  sq uare s ne arby are  

be com ing le ss w e lcom ing.

One  m ust k e e p in m ind th at w e  diffe re nciate  

private  prope rty, and use  prope rty. W h e n 

talk ing of fre e  ch oice  of urban de s ign and 

arrange m e nts, th is righ t pre vails for use  

prope rty, as private  prope rty cannot be  

de cicive  in th e  ch oice  of arrange m e nt of a 

space . Th e  confusion be tw e e n both  prope rtie s 

le d th e  OPAC to de cide  ne w  urban policie s for 

th e  inh abitants of th e  Garde n tow nsh ips :  th e  

ow ne r is allow e d to de cide  h ow  th e  inh abitants 

w ill h ave  to live  in th e ir are a . W e  m ust judge  

alone  th e  incoh e re nt conse q ue nce s of such  

policie s .

Colle ctive  acce ss to e arth , to 

confront an oppre ss ive  urban 

policy

Th e  be ne fit of a colle ctive  acce s to e arth  is not 

only financial : th e  sq uatt is not conce rne d by 

th is particular aspe ct. Building and se tting up 

a colle ctive  space  is building an autonom y 

strong e nough  to k e e p th e  dw e lling as one  

inte nde d it to be , w h ile  re spe cting th e  urban 

policy. If alone , th e  built up space  slow ly ge ts 

invade d by th e  outside  urbanism , be com e s le ss 

autonom ous, and ge ts sq uash e d by th e  urban 

pre ssure . Acce s to e arth  alre ady e xist, ne w  

one s can be  inve nte d ! (se e  te xt on acce ss to 

e arth ) Space  be longs to th ose  w h o use  it. 

Noth ing can stop us from  sq uatting, e xe pt a 

viole nt re pre ss ion. W e  m ust sh ow  th e  righ t to 

use  prope rty. An old m an from  Arie ge  said : 

« th e  e arth  be longs to th ose  w h o use  and 

w ork  on it ». Th is can be  unse rstood as 

« space  be longs to th ose  w h o arrane  it for a 

living ». Th is im plie s arranging th e  h ouse , but 

also th e  ne igh bouring public space s, be cause  

w e  m e e t oth e r pe ople  th e re . Th is is a 

subve rsive  act facing an oppre ss ive  pow e r, 

w h ich  is afraid of pe ople ’s organisation : 

during th e  riots in nove m be r 2005, pacific 

m arch e s w e re  re pre sse d as h ard as viole nt 

riots. Public actions aim ing to re arrange  public 

space s for a sh ort w h ile  sh ow  oth e r w ays of 

using th e  space  to bypasse rs, e xpropriate d by 

urban policie s . Me als, fre e  dance s, nigh t 

prote sts, non form al 








